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SILVERSTONE CLASSIC 2017 

Every year a few hundred cars and their owners descend on the famous race track for 3 days of Rocking and 

Racing.  Historic racers take part in the day and bands perform in the concert area in the evenings.   

Friday and Saturday we took the MG3 and parked with the MGCC stand.  A fabulous replica of a K3 turned up.  

We were parked next to the Lamborghini stand – no prizes for guessing whose cars people were taking more 

photos of! 

This year we said we weren’t going to walk as much as we did last year because you can walk miles and miles 

round all the car club stands – so we did limit ourselves this time.  We took the old Route Master bus down the 

International Paddock to see the auction cars and the cars in the paddock.  Here we saw the start of the          

qualifying race for the celebs who were doing a race in Austin A30s.  We saw the likes of Howard from Take 

That, Tiff from Fifth Gear and Amy Williams the Olympic gold winner in the Winter Olympics.  

The actual race for the celebs proved a bit too much with the wet weather, causing lots of skidding and about 3 

of them having crashes, Brian Johnson of AC/DC and Ant Anstead rolling their cars 
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. 

Mike Brewer,  that Wheeler Dealer had his Car Clinic – demonstrating cars and a live resto project was being    

undertaken by Ebay Motors which was completed on the Sunday, a black Capri and will be auctioned off for   

Prostate Cancer UK charity. 

We even managed to get at the front of a selfie that Mike took of himself and the crowd, (see our Facebook page). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weather was overcast but managed to stay dry for the day time, the evening however brought a good down 

pour.  We were sat on the grass in deckchairs and as soon as Are You Experienced the Jimi Hendrix tribute act 

came on the heavens opened.  We abandoned the grass and sat in the car just catching a little glimpse of the big 

screen of the band. Here we stayed for Who’s Next – the Who tribute act.  We could hear the music so all was not 

lost and very good they were too.  Whatever the weather I was determined to go down the stage to see the Bootleg 

Beatles which we have seen before and are fabulous!   

The rain wasn’t as bad by that time so we joined the throng near the stage.  Saturday was a similar story weather 

wise.  All day the clouds threatened and rained in the evening.  The Sunday not too bad either.   

Bev 
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Market Harborough by the SeaMarket Harborough by the SeaMarket Harborough by the Sea   

Market Harborough by the Sea has quite a good ring about it, in fact whenever we have visited    

Market Harborough we have always said it feels like a seaside resort, well on this day it certainly did. One    

minute we are enjoying breakfast in bed watching ‘Every one Loves Raymond’ on the TV, the sun was shining 

and we decided to get up and make a dash to the event before the rain showers arrived, due for the afternoon.    

It was impromptu and  real pleasant surprise and soon the town was     

buzzing with families, entertainers and 

plenty of classic cars. 

We hadn't pre- registered so parked    

behind one of the Hotels but  certainly 

will look out for this event next year 

and maybe make a club run out of it 

with lunch at one of the many eateries 

on the high street. 

We bumped into few friends and also 

Mick Bindley on his bike! Who told us 

he has been stomping these streets for 

the last 76 years, born and bread    

Harboroughian. 

 

Watch this space next year. 

 

 

Gillian & Michael 
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A sunny morning greeted us on the Saturday of the weekend.  Steve wanted to drive the MG3 around the           

Silverstone circuit so we packed the car and set off. As it promised to be a hot one we loaded the cool box with 

lots of water and ice, even putting a bottle in the freezer overnight. 

Getting there about 10ish there were already plenty of MGs, including a good number of new ones, MG3s, MG6s 

and a few of the new GS.   

MG Motor had a stand advertising the brand new MG model called the XS, whose size is between and MG3 and  

a GS. 

Always a crowd favourite Russ Swift was on hand demonstrating some amazing car stunts.  Joining him were 

Wheeler Dealer Mike Brewer and his new partner in crime Ant Anstead. 

Around midday it was time for our circuit tour.  We assembled with a few other MGs old and new and was led out 

on the track.  Doing a couple of laps – quite fast I might add – it was time to go back to the register parking.        

A friend of ours was looking on and took photos of us on the track. 

Sadly the heat was far too much for me and we came home around 4.00.  As I didn’t want to die of heat             

exhaustion I told Steve to go on his own on the Sunday. 

Setting off aircon in the very welcomed air conned MG3 he got there around 10.00.  After taking more millions of 

photos and videoing some of the stunt shows he toddled off to see if we had won the SMEG fridge.  Everyone 

buying tickets for MG Live! was entered in a prize draw to win the green fridge with the MG badge on it.  

SMEG’s factory is located in Abingdon...  and guess what...we didn’t win.  Steve also entered a raffle to win VIP 

tickets to the BTCC at Silverstone....guess what..we didn’t win that either. 

MG Live! 2017MG Live! 2017MG Live! 2017   

Bev 
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Just by way of a change I think it appropriate given the location of 

the event not to include any of my usual throw away comments 

and quips for this article. 

We took part in the Drive it Day event organised by the British 

Legion at the National Memorial Arboretum near Alrewas.  

Miracle of Miracles the rover P6 was usable for this event and 

probably the best car to take as there are a lot of real venerable old 

classics attend this event including the Sunbeam Talbot              

Convertible that features in the Father Brown TV series. 

When travelling up the A38 we could see in the distance a pre / post war car which turned out to be a Rover P3 

75 that belongs to a friend of ours from the Rover Sports Register and we convoyed into the Arboretum with 

them. 

After parking we met up with another friend who had bought is black Rover P4 along. Vikings on tour seems like 

a good phrase to use. 

Whilst there I took advantage of visiting the Royal Artillery Memorial Garden, my old Regiment and signed the 

visitors book. This was just before going on a mission to take photographs of the Far East Prisoner of War      

Memorials and the section of the Burma Railway for a friend whose father was a POW in that theatre of war. 

As the weather was quite pleasant that day a picnic lunch was in order not to forget handing out Ratae run flyers. 

                                         Dave H 

Ubique. Drive it Day at the National Memorial Ubique. Drive it Day at the National Memorial Ubique. Drive it Day at the National Memorial 

ArboretumArboretumArboretum...   
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John and Mary  

Fame at LAST—Iris hits the national headlines! 

If you’re a reader of the MG Enthusiast magazine you will 

have seen that Iris hit the front page in July, followed with  

a 6 page write up inside the magazine. This was following 

the interview we had with Simon Goldsworthy, Editor of 

said magazine. We met at the Stoneleigh MG and Triumph 

Spares day back in February where Simon  took some    

photos and asked if we would be interested in featuring in 

the magazine. 

Not only the story, but we had great fun on the day. Simon 

visited us on a Saturday morning and we chatted over a    

coffee for a couple of hours, we then headed off to               

a    neighbouring Village, Bitteswell , we used various      

locations for photos.   Having knocked on some doors to ask 

if we could use their driveway, soon we had half the Village    

offering up their houses for the photo shoot, I think we were 

quite the talk of the town. 

At one stage Simon was lying in the grass verge, “photo    

below”! And we had to do 4-5 drive bys before he was    

satisfied, it caused a bit of a stir when a random police car 

came by and saw this chap lying at the road side with          

a camera in his hands.  

It was when we were visiting Corfe Castle on the SLMG 

club holiday to the New Forest I spotted the magazine on 

sale in the local news agents, obviously I had to buy a copy, followed by a further 6 when we got home !! 

 

 

Michael 
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On Sunday 6th August 14 cars met at the White Horse ready to leave at 11.00am. 

At the White Horse. 

The weather was very pleasant and the hoods were down. The cars left pretty well on time, but Linda and I were 

concerned on two counts: firstly, it had rained heavily the day before and we hoped that none of the roads on the 

route would be flooded; and secondly, the first time we followed the route (from our own instructions) we got lost! 

However, when everyone arrived at Millers everything had gone according to plan except for a road closure near 

Cadeby. Fortunately, there was an easy workaround and it did not seem to have been a problem. 

  

The hotel had reserved an area at the 

bottom of the car park for MGs.  

Millers at Sibson is an old mill and 

the waterwheel is still there, and  

turning, in the bar. We had lunch in 

the "Bosworth Suite" next to bar.   

 

 

We had what I think most people agreed was      

a nice meal (certainly my salmon was), although 

I felt the service was a bit slow. 

On the way home we cut across country and        

I  realised too late that we were going to pass   

Woodlands Nursery.  

A few minutes later I heard   a request in my left 

ear to call in. We went into Mountain Warehouse 

and met Paul and Jean who were taking            

advantage of the sale. I did the same and at the 

last minute remembered that I am also entitled to 

an additional 15% Caravan Club discount, so all 

in all I got about 60% off.  

A happy ending to a very pleasant day. 

 

        Stuart and Linda 

Sunday Lunch at Millers 

The Chairman arriving at Millers 

Some of the cars at Millers.  

MG ers in the Bosworth Suite. 
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On Thursday 3rd August eight cars met at The White Horse ready to leave for Bletchley Park at 8.45am. A ninth car 

(Mick and Maureen) would meet us there. 

At the White horse. 

 

Bletchley Park is about 50 miles away near Milton Keynes and it is where the Codebreakers were based in WW2 

and where they developed the first computer to enable them to crack the German Enigma codes. 

We left more or less on time and arrived at Bletchley about 10.15am. The journey was uneventful although I have 

never seen so many roundabouts as there are on the Watling Street through Milton Keynes, and when we got to 

Bletchley there was the weirdest roundabout/junction that I have ever come across. It is an accident waiting to     

happen. 

Mick and Maureen arrived a few minutes   

before us and all 17 of us got our tickets, went 

in and started the tour with a coffee break! 

After that we had about an hour until the  

guided tour started so most of us went into 

Block B to see, among other things, the 

"Bombe" machine, which I think is probably 

the world's first computer. If I understood the 

talk properly, the Bombe was used to find the 

Enigma "start position", of which there were 

159,000,000,000,000,000,000 possibilities.   

 It eliminated all but 676 possibilities from 

which a mathematician would find the exact 

"start position" in about 2 hours (on a bad 

day). I bet these guys were good at Sudoku! 

This had to be done each day before any cyphers could be decoded.     

The tour was very good and the guide very informative. Apparently at its peak, there were around 8,500 people   

employed there, not just decoding, but collecting data from listening stations around the country (one of which was 

Beaumanor Hall) and then collating decoded messages to find a pattern which would help understand German    

strategy. 

We then had lunch, walked around the various Huts, went for coffee and left for home and more fun with the  

roundabouts. 

It was a good and interesting day, and whilst the weather wasn't brilliant at least it didn't rain and we managed to get 

the hood down on the way home. 

** “If anybody hasn't been, go, it's a good day out. 

          Stuart and Linda. 

Visit to Bletchley Park  

 

Bletchley Park mansion 
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JOHN & GLEN'S EVENING RUN 
 
Arriving at the Wistow Rural Centre at 6.45pm on Thursday, 20th July, 2017, we were not surprised to find that 
several cars were already parked up and waiting. 
 
It was a record turnout and at one point, I had my fingers crossed that no more cars would turn up as I only had 
14 tulips! All of which were taken. 
 
The route was 26 miles long, finishing up, of course, at a pub. We'd taken dinner orders before allowing anyone 
to leave and phoned them through to mine host before we left Wistow, so no one had to linger long, waiting for 
their meal on arrival. 
 
Twenty-eight people did the run and all but four ate at the Royal Arms, Sutton Cheney. The establishment  
couldn't have been more helpful and reserved one end of the restaurant for us. 
 
Thanks to everyone for turning up. See you next year? 

 
John & Glen 

Tulip Guide? No need, it’s an MG 

club……………….just follow the oil 

leeks ! 
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After a long search to find someone to 
build us a new website, I happened to 
mention it to my Sister who suggested 
Huw her son, our nephew! Huw is 
taking a year out from his studies as 
he needed a major back operation that 
went very well but he was kicking his 
heels a bit.  

In no time at all he had created           
a mock up of the new site and a few 
weeks later we had the real deal.    

Angela is over the moon. The new site built on word press is so easy to use and can be accessed on PC, tablet or    
even mobile phone. Huw even arranged the transfer with our web provider so we retained the original web address 
www.mgleicester.org  

If you haven’t already then please take a look at the site. 

Huw is off to UCL (University College London) in September, I am sure you would all like to join us in thanking 
him and wish him well for the future.           

 Regards Kevan 

http://www.mgleicester.org
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A COUPLE OF WHAT THEY USED TO RATHER POSHLY CALL 

“UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS”  TO YOU - RECOMMENDATIONS 

Last summer my good old MGB Roadster was not running too well.  Nothing serious, but it was just a little       

off-key, as they say in musical circles.  When it went for its MOT test, the tester remarked that it was running   

rather rich. He tried to weaken the mixture by the usual means, but it was still not quite right.  A good indicator 

was that it could always be started without any choke.  After a lengthy attempt to set the carburettors he gave up, 

and recommended  a specialist carburettor and injection outfit.  In due course I took the car there, and was told 

that what was needed was a complete strip down and overhaul.  They were eventually returned having been   

completely refurbished.  In particular, there had been leakage of air via the bearings for the pivot points of the 

butterfly valves, which had made it impossible to get a slow tickover.   

At the same visit they replaced the conventional ignition system with an electronic one which I had previously 

mistakenly discarded after an episode of misfiring problems (which had ultimately turned out surprisingly to be 

due to a faulty fuel pump). 

The outcome of all of this was a car of which the overall performance was transformed.  It is now running better 

than it has ever run during my dozen-or-so years of ownership.  It is a joy to drive.  It will be most interesting to 

see how the fuel consumption works out over a reasonable period. 

What I liked about the firm who did the work was that whatever they did was backed up by thorough testing of 

exhaust emissions, with computer print-outs to see, plus electronic checking of the ignition system, similar to the 

Krypton tester.   All this rather than the 'by guess and by God' approach of someone fiddling around with the    

settings with (hopefully) an educated ear. 

The firm involved is located at Beaumont Leys (yes I know that this is South Leicester Club, but it is not too far 

away). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Returning to the original diagnosis.  I guess that everyone has their own MOT station that they trust, but if you 

happen to be looking for a test station that you can rely on for a fair test, sympathetic to older cars, with people 

who have good knowledge of older cars and their sometimes perverse ways, I would recommend this company. 

(Once again, I realise that it is SOUTH Leicester club). 

 

I hope that this information may 

be of use.       

 

                                                                     

Alan Heeley 

They are: 

TEK Test Station 

Unit 3,  Hill Lane Close 

Markfield 

Leicester 

LE67 9PY     Tel: 01530 249249 

The details are:    

RPL Carburettor and Injection 

Centre 

Unit 3 Devonshire Court 

Leycroft Road 

Beaumont Leys 

Leicester 

LE4 1ET      Tel: 0116 235 0259 
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GLOBAL HUNT FOR MGS 

 

When John and I go on our travels, we keep an 

eye open for MGs but when we went to Spain   

recently, we failed in our hunt. 

However, should you and your MG or Rover find 

yourself in trouble in Antequera, an hour’s drive 

north of Málaga, there’s a mechanic, who doesn’t 

speak a word of English, but who should be able 

to help. 

John and Glen LeeJohn and Glen LeeJohn and Glen Lee   

GLEN PARVA GALA 

Despite the weather’s best attempts to thwart the Parish 

Council’s plans, the Glen Parva Gala went ahead ‘as 

advertised’ on Saturday, 5th August 2017 at 2pm on 

Dorothy Avenue Playing Fields. 

The Classic Cars display was a victim of the bad   

weather. After an horrendous thunderstorm in the 

morning, there were fears that vehicles might become 

stuck in mud, so there were many ‘no shows’. 

The South Leicester MG Car Club was represented by 4 

MGs however. Maybe next year the weather gods will 

smile on the event and the Club will be able to do      

better? 

The Gala was well worth patronising. Few of the stall 

holders cried off and there was the usual mix of food 

stuffs available, from sweeties to samosas. There was 

plenty of entertainment. The Punch & Judy Man 

worked hard for his audiences, introducing a new     

generation to the antics of these outrageous characters. 

A short shower drove many people into the Circus 

Tent, from which everyone emerged smiling, including 

some of our members. Hook-a-Duck promised a prize 

‘Every Time’. The dog shows went ahead in the arena 

and the birds of prey were displayed as planned.  

Glen Parva Parish Council did a good job in organising 

the Gala and its helpers had to be praised for their     

tenacity in keeping going in spite of the thunderstorm in 

the morning. 

The day’s end was as glorious as its start was poor and 

there was time for a relaxing beer or Prosecco in the 

sunshine before going home. 

Jo Small 
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News Board 

 Sorry but only 120 sleeps to           

Christmas !! 

Stuart has made a provisional booking for the 

Xmas dinner dance at Ullesthorpe Court  on 

Friday 1st December. 

The cost is £24.50 per person and overnight 

rooms are £68.00 per room B&B if paid for at 

the time of departure, or £61.20 if paid for at 

the time of booking. 

 

A £10.00 per person deposit is needed at the 

September meeting. 
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Treasurer 

John Carr 

01455 209340 

Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along 

and meet like-minded people and enjoy the 

magic of the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is 

£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    

details contact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members   

forum 8.30pm. 

North Leicester Monthly Meetings 

The North Leicester MG Club meets at The       

Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane, between 

Crptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton Linford. at 

8pm on the third Wednesday of the month. 

Contact Chris Tideswell 

Tel: 01509 829478 

 

Web Editor: Angela 

Varley 

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk 

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

Membership Secretary 

Kevan Varley 

07921 257143 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Committee  Member 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

Secretary 

Bev Wright 

01455 845894 

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                      

robert.driver@sky.com 

 

 Events  Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 
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Deadline for next Torque is 26th September 2017 

Send your articles to Gillian -  mgricketts@btinternet.com 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017 

August 

Monday 28th                      A47 Auto Jumble & Classic Vehicle Show 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 

Saturday 2nd /Sunday 3rd    Shackerston Family Festival---see Bob Driver 

Tuesday 5th                         Monthly Meeting---The White Horse, Broughton Astley 

Sat/Sun 23rd/24th                 Pistons & Props---Sywell Classic Motoring  Festival—Bob Driver 

Sun 24th           Hinckley Classic Motor Show / free to enter, Market Place Hinckley 

 

October 

Tuesday 3rd                    Monthly Meeting---The White Horse, Broughton Astley 

Sat/Sun 14th/15th          MG Workshop at MG Headquarters – See George 

Fri-Sun 20-22nd             Roxall Abbey  - See George 

Sunday 29th       Breakfast Run—George and Glenis 

MG Workshop 

I have previously mentioned that MG Owners Club will be holding    another 

workshop with John Twist.  This has now been confirmed as   2 days on 14h 

and 15th October at MG Headquarters and 3 days on 20th, 21st and 22nd  

October at Roxall Abbey (between Coventry and Birmingham)  Each day 

will specialise on a particular MG, i.e. Magnette, B Roadster, T series etc.  

You can attend as many days as you want and the cost if £90 for a days  

workshop.  Please see me if you are interested. 

George 


