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 Highlights of 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 19th February and for the first time, SLMGC had a stand at the                

International MG and Triumph Spares Day at Stoneleigh Park, near Coventry. Many 

of our club members visited the show during the day and we showed three very proud 

cars on the stand with their owners. 

Throughout the winter months when many of our cars are in hibernation we do 

have club nights for Darts , Skittles and Bowls.  Bowls being one of our most  

popular club winter events organised by Margaret and Norman and 2017  proved 

once again to be very  popular with a turnout of teams filling all of the greens. 

 Don’t forget to book your place for 2018 on Saturday 20th January 

 

What do people think of when they hear the name Longbridge? BL strikes, 

Red Robbo, badly built cars?  Yep, all that and yet hundreds of cars and 

their owners make the annual pilgrimage to Crofton park  opposite the      

famous factory on Lowhill Lane, Longbridge.` (This year is Saturday 14th 

April) 

The Daffodil Run has become a bit of a tradition and  the first official club run of the 

year , dusting off the cobwebs of our MG’s. It is the  fifth year running that “Gill –i-am” 

and I have organised the Daffodil Run and seems to attract a few more cars, ever year 

with 29 cars leaving Lutterworth, plus one or two joining us at the end venue. A great 

turnout for the club and The North Leicester MGC,  it is nice to see more of our club 

members coming together and  joining in on the club runs. Look out for details of this run 

in the coming months Torque magazine.  

“Drive it Day” organised by Kevan and Angela in April started sunny but a little 

cool, we all met up at the  Lutterworth Museum open day as we did previous 

year. The display of cars looked really good lined up in the car park. Some of 

you may have listened to the BBC Radio Leicester Sunday morning programme 

"Clueless". Well they put in an appearance and one of the clues was located in 

Graham's car, Colin and Carol were first to arrive at The Crown Saddington, 

where we all enjoyed a hearty lunch.  

The Bluebell Run, held on Sunday 7th May 2017 was a little more 

eventful than planned. However extremely lucky with the weather as it 

was a beautiful sunny and warm day allowing all to go “topless”.   

6 cars were booked and lunch reserved at the Windmill Inn, where we 

had a very nice Sunday Lunch last year , however due to a stroppy chef 

walking out plans were quickly changed to lunch at  New Inn, Long  

             Buckby Wharf which was on the way home.   
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One of the outfits 

We do get about don’t we? 

Sunday 7th May was the annual North Leicester Run, The Charnwood 

Caper, five cars met at Pets at Home for the drive to  Quorn Station with 

other members going direct.  Quorn was busy as there was a heavy goods 

day and the engines were firing up early.  The end venue was Elvaston 

Castle Country Park and we all had our picnics at the ready.  

We had a very good turn out of club members and their cars at this years 

event which took place on the 14th May. The Misterton Hall Spring 

Craft and Plant Fair has become an annual event for the club has grown 

considerably over the years . This year apart form far more craft stalls, 

plant sales and food glorious food, the display of classic vehicles  has 

grown significantly, albeit dominated by the South Leicester crew,      

displaying 12 cars in total. Although it was a tad wet ! 

 

On 29th May 6 couples left for a club holiday on the IOW,         

organised by Stuart, Linda, Colin and Carol. All got away from 

The White Horse on time ( one A, one B ,Three TF's and one F.) 

meeting up Lechlade for a welcomed ''Cuppa'' and light brunch. 

Arriving at Lymington, they managed to board an earlier Ferry 

which was a great help allowing for an earlier arrival at Warner's. 

A great trip which was enjoyed by all. 

 

The SLMGC 21st Ratae Charity Road Run has been and 

gone for another year, we can all take a calming sigh of    

relief, another successful Ratae completed and a short break 

to enjoy our own cars and a few runs before thinking about 

2018! Yes this is our biggest and most successful event of 

the year raising monies for Charities. Attracting in excess of 

140 cars every year makes this task more difficult as the 

years go by. With half way stop at Launde Abbey finishing 

at Rockingham Castle. A great team effort,  great fun and 

hugely successful. 

 

On Saturday 20th May was the  Stanton Lakes to Rutland Water  run       

organised by The Rotary Club of Blaby, Leicestershire for the Rotary Club 

of Blaby’s first Classic Car Rally.  

It started like all good Car Rally’s with a bacon butty, tea and coffee and the 

best Rally Plaque any of us have ever seen, one comment was, that it was 

too good to put on the car, it’s going on the lounge wall!  

 



 4 22nd June was time for our second club holiday of the year, this time to the New Forest. We set off on Thursday at 

7:30 from a cloudy Lutterworth, Michael and Gillian had sorted the route, we went down the Fosse to Stow, where 

we stopped for breakfast at Hufkins Bakery.  Then with the tops down we set off for Marlborough for a coffee 

stop and the ladies did a bit of  shopping. After          

a  picnic lunch on route we reached our destination 

The Crown Hotel in  Lyndhurst about 2:30pm.  

Thursday evening after dinner we were joined by 

some members of the Southampton and New Forest 

MG Club, we had a great evening swapping stories 

and forging links for the future.                                

Another memorable trip. 

Ashby Magna Midsummer Vintage Festival -17th June 

Graham and Nicky met Colin, Carol, Derek and Val at the White 

Horse car park at 8.30 am to drive to Ashby Magna, a short 15     

minute  journey. 

We parked along side each other with a variety of other classic cars. 

Just for good measure we flew the club flag.  

The weather was getting increasingly hotter so we spent the rest of 

the day chilling out in what shade was available. 

Rose of the Shires - Sunday 21st May. 

We set off at 7.30 am in the MGA for a quick trip to the start       

venue at Wellenborough Sports Ground. 

When we were travelling along the A14, a silver MGTF appeared 

in front of us so we followed behind and on arrival we parked next 

to them and were pleasantly surprised to meet up with Sharon and 

Martin Oliver, previous members of our club.  

A few of us ventured down to 

this year's MG’s in the Park at 

Oxford Wildlife Park, bit of an 

annual event for the club and 

an event that attracts well over 

300 MG’s every year, bonus 

ball is it is free to enter for the 

car and  driver. It started well in glorious sunshine when we set off from Lutterworth, picking up the Everitt's in       

Brinklow. By the time we reached Morten in Marsh, our breakfast stop, things changed and the heavens opened. 

The highlight of the day was Norm did buy a new car and with Nicky’s blessing! We did manage to have a picnic, 

and even got a Hokey Cokey, so in all an eventful but pleasing day 

Oxford MG’s in the  Park  

For the last couple of years we have been invited to an open day at  

Peter Stevenson’s  house in Pailton, where he opens his grounds for car 

clubs for his nominated charity The Air Ambulance.  We were greeted 

by Alan Heeley and his Grandson directing us from the main road and 

we parked up.  Chairs and tables and not forgetting picnics were      

unloaded and set up in a secluded area not far from the lake and the 

smell of the wood burning from the steam boat.  The train track runs 

for about a kilometre and there were two steam engines and an electric 

              running.   
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Sunday Lunch at Millers.  On Sunday 6th 

August 14 cars met at the White Horse ready to leave 

at 11.00am. 

The weather was very pleasant and the hoods were 

down. The cars left pretty well on time, but Linda 

and I were concerned on two counts: firstly, it had 

rained heavily the day before and we hoped that none of the roads on the route would be flooded; and secondly, 

the first time we followed the route (from our own instructions) we got lost! However, when everyone arrived at 

Millers everything had gone according to plan except for a road closure near Cadeby. Fortunately, there was an 

easy workaround and it did not seem to have been a problem. 

On Thursday 3rd August eight cars met at The White Horse ready 

to leave for Bletchley Park at 8.45am. A ninth car (Mick and 

Maureen) would meet us there 

Bletchley Park is about 50 miles away near Milton Keynes and it is 

where the Codebreakers were based in WW2 and where they       

developed the first computer to enable them to crack the German 

Enigma codes. We left more or less on time and arrived at      

Bletchley about 10.15am.  

JOHN & GLEN'S EVENING RUN 

Arriving at the Wistow Rural Centre at 6.45pm on Thursday, 20th    

July, 2017, we were not surprised to find that several cars were already 

parked up and waiting. 

It was a record turnout and at one point, I had my fingers crossed that 

no more cars would turn up as I only had 14 tulips! All of which were 

taken. The route was 26 miles long, finishing up, of course, at a pub. 

We'd taken dinner orders before allowing anyone to leave and phoned 

them through to mine host before we left Wistow, so no one had to linger long, waiting for their meal on arrival. 

Despite the weather’s best attempts to thwart the Parish Council’s plans, the Glen 

Parva Gala went ahead ‘as  advertised’ on Saturday, 5th August 2017 at 2pm on 

Dorothy Avenue Playing Fields. 

The South Leicester MG Car Club was represented by 4 MGs however. Maybe 

next year the weather gods will smile on the event and the Club will be able to do 

better? 

Sywell Classic is another one of those “not to miss” shows with many club 

stands vintage plane displays,  all very 1940’s style. 
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Club 75 Holiday to Kent 

At the end of October 2017 we joined some of the Club 75 members for a long weekend break in Kent.  Club 75 

is a European club for the Rover 75/MG ZT, which Steve belongs to.  This year they were celebrating 15 years of 

the club and they thought it would be a nice idea to commemorate this over in England.   

Kent has some great places to visit so the schedule was packed with interesting places to go.  Our digs for the 

weekend was the Judd’s Folly hotel in Faversham for bed, breakfast an evening meal (3 courses!) This place has 

an interesting history, namely being owned back in the day by Oliver Cromwell’s supplier of arms.   

After our Sat morning breakfast we made our way to Leeds Castle, where we had a guided tour.  This lovely     

castle during its history has been a Norman stronghold, a palace used by Henry VIII and his first wife Catherine 

of Aragon and latterly by Anglo-American heiress the Hon. Olive Paget, Lady Baillie as she was to become after 

her third marriage. 

In the afternoon we headed to the Old Dairy Brewery where we could sample the beers. This also included            

a guided tour of the brewery.  This was next door to Tenterden Station which is a preserved railway station.         

A steam train was organised for us including a clotted cream tea!  After admiring an Iris blue MGA in the yard, 

we spoke the owner who has a number of classic cars and learned to drive and pass his test in a pre war Rolls 

Royce! 

Sunday we had a trip to Margate and the Hornby Visitor Centre, where we relived our childhood seeing fabulous 

Hornby and Corgi models of trains, cars etc.  We could even play with the Scalextric there.   

Later on we met up in Sandwich, an amazingly historical place, largely unchanged since the medieval times. 

Many of the buildings are either Grade I or II listed, so are preserved.  Another guided tour, this time of the town 

starting at the Guildhall, built in 1579, which has the original unchanged courtroom. 

Bev  
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Monday was yet another guided tour, this time in Canterbury and an audio guide of the wonderful cathedral.  Its 

history can be traced back to 597AD when Pope Gregory sent a monk, Augustine to England as a missionary.  

Augustine established his seat and monastery and became England’s first Archbishop.     

One part of the cathedral is called the Martyrdom. This is where the famous murder of the Archbishop Thomas 

Beckett took place.  “Who will rid me of this turbulent priest?!” 

This day of being a tourist finished around 3.00 so we decided to have a rest back at the hotel.   

The final day, Tuesday, was to the historical dockyard at Chatham.  Chatham’s history can be dated back to the 

reign of Elizabeth I and was a time when the Royal Navy dominated the oceans.  Between the Glorious            

Revolution of 1688and the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, more than 130 warships were built there.  They 

included Nelson’s famous flagship the Victory.  More than 50 submarines were built at Chatham and thousands of 

ships were refitted or repaired.   

Chatham is still very much a working dockyard and rope is still made there.  The ropery building is the longest 

brick building in Europe. There are over 100 buildings and structures in the dockyard of which 47 are Scheduled 

Ancient Monuments, protected by law.  The dockyard is run on the principle of preservation through reuse.  Some 

buildings are open to visitors; others are occupied by residential tenants, businesses and faculties of the University 

of Kent.   

It has also been the settings of TV and films, such as the film Les Miserables, Call the Midwife, Downton Abbey, 

both Sherlock Holmes films and upcoming movie Victor Frankenstein, starring Daniel Radcliffe and James 

McAvoy.  Left by the makers of the James Bond film The World Is Not Enough, is a large scale model of the    

Soviet submarine.  

This dockyard is a fascinating place that we didn’t get to see all of.  The entry price allows you to go back another 

day so you don’t have to cram it all in one visit.  Me and Steve both said we would like to go back and have a 

more leisurely look around.  With our very interesting guided tour (yes another one) we only saw part of it. 
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Guess who was doing Harry Worth impressions? 

Moira Furnace Open Day  
 

Who remembers the opening credits to the Harry Worth Show?  Back in the 1960’s and Frozen to death. You 

know the one that involved lots of leg and arm raising and glass shop doorways.  

Keen to make the most of the end of the classic meet up season after being stuck on the bench for most of the  

summer we headed to Moira furnace to their open day. The Box Motor Club from Swadlincote had been requested 

to provide a classic display for the event at alarmingly short notice. 

On walking around the cars shortly after our arrival we caught sight of a very distinguished looking Gentleman 

doing a very passable impression of Harry Worth on the embankment in front of us. Mr Chairman, “you should 

have been on the stage”. 

It was a very pleasant surprise to meet up with Mr Chairman 

and Derek and Val at the event. There were lots of mutterings 

about it being cold and I must admit the wind did have      

somewhat of an edge to it. 

Moira furnace is a scheduled historic monument and was built 

as a blast furnace in the very early days of the industrial         

revolution due to its proximity to the south Derbyshire, West 

Leicestershire coalfield and the Ashby Canal. 

The furnace was owned by the Earl of Moira otherwise known 

as Francis Hastings the 1st Marquess of Hastings and also as 

Lord Rowden. 

The Earl of Moira fought at Bunker Hill at the beginning of the 

American War of Independence and later became Governor 

General  of India overseeing the end of the Maratha War and 

the Gurkha war in Nepal. He later purchased the Island of      

Singapore for the British Crown.  

There were a number of classics at the event but also a lot of 

modified “go faster moderns.” However this did not detract 

from a very pleasant morning out. 

By lunchtime the temperature and strong breeze got the better of us and we headed home to cabbage out in       

front of a roaring fire. 

                                                                                                                                                         Dave 
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For several years now I have owned two MGs.  The good old MGB has provided our summer transport, with     

various continental journeys, and the usual mix of rallies and summer holidays.  Largely because of the dread of 

salt on the roads at the first sign of winter, I have had a “winter MG”, so that the MGB can be put to bed for the 

winter and SORNd. 

My first “winter” MG was an MGF.  Although I liked the car very much, it eventually succumbed to its Achilles' 

heel, which was the steptronic gearbox.  When working correctly, this was magic, but unfortunately I had endless 

problems with it.  A second hand replacement was initially successful, but then this too became an absolute pain, 

with a very unnerving tendency to changing down into bottom gear all by itself on random occasions when        

travelling at 30 mph. (a definite, if not entirely recommended, constipation cure, in certain traffic situations, due to 

the surprise element), So it unfortunately had to go. 

I still liked to idea of a “winter” MG, and so I bought a modern TF, which has thus far (after around 30,000 miles) 

been a real winner.  The only initial criticism of the TF was its very hard suspension, after the Hydragas             

suspension of the MGF.  This is well-known; the TF was criticised in original road reviews because of the harsh 

ride.   Some people would say “so what, it is a sports car”.  However, I had heard of the so-called “comfort kit” for 

the TF, and when the MGOC advertised this as a special offer in “Enjoying MG”, earlier this year, I decided to 

give it a try.  I have to admit that perhaps I have arrived at an age when it ceases to be fun having the fillings in my 

teeth shaken out by some of the road surfaces! 

I have always found the service from MGOC spares extremely good, and on this occasion it lived up to               

expectation, the kit, in the form of four replacement suspension units, appeared early the morning after placing the 

order.  The cost for the units was about £350. 

I had the units fitted, and the change has been very noticeable.  I realised that the various lumps and bumps in the 

road which I had previously been at some pains to avoid did not give anything like the shock to the system than 

with the old units.  Unfortunately there is no way of quantifying this.  It does not improve the performance or 

economy, and so is purely subjective, but in my opinion the change was well worthwhile; a significant                

improvement in comfort. 

One final point that could be of interest.  I said above that I had the units fitted.  Those who regularly read the   

technical articles in “Enjoying MG” will know very well the tremendous depth of knowledge possessed by Roger 

Parker, who has also written an excellent book on restoration of the F and the TF.  Roger's son Matt has recently 

set up his own car repair business.  This is not exclusively for MG cars, but I think that it would be no                 

exaggeration to say that with the occasional input from Roger, there is the knowledge of just about every nut and 

bolt, plus every electrical component, on just about every model of MG that ever saw the light of day. They have 

the ability to cure even the most obscure fault. A friend who has had several jobs done remarked that the charges 

were very reasonable. The only small snag is that they are not exactly local, but being in Drayton Bassett, on the 

outskirts of Tamworth, not too far away.    

 

The contact details are:  Matt Parker  07908 

558920   or     

metromad.mp@googlemail.com 

 

 

Alan Heeley 
 

MG TF SUSPENSION 
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Gillian and Michael. 
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Jo Small 

BTCC Silverstone 2017    

For the 3rd time this year we made our way to Silverstone, this time for the penultimate weekend of racing for the 

BTCC (British Touring Car Championship). 

There were a few car club stands and we took our place with the MGCC stand from who we got a good deal on the 

tickets for the weekend.  We had a good view of the track where we were too, bit noisy at times though!  There 

was a smattering of new MGs and a few older ones including a TD and a 1950s TF. 

As the Saturday was the just the qualifying day there were a lot more cars and people on the Sunday.  There was    

a great turn out on our stand of new MGs, from the 365 Register of the MGCC.   

MG driver Josh Cook was invited to the club stand to say hi and sign a few pictures.  Steve asked what his plans 

were for next year, he was non-committal at this stage and said he will have to see how things go. MG will      

probably not be using the MG6 next season as it is now not sold in the UK and one of the rules of the BTCC is that 

the cars have to be currently on sale in the UK.  There is talk of the new XS being used but that is not confirmed.   

Fingers crossed MG will still have a car next season. 

We sat in the stand near the finish and start line for race 3 getting a clear shot of 

Jason Plato limping in to the pits. After getting out his badly damaged car he 

was awarded a pint of beer from one of the VIP spectator stands. There he drank 

and chatted to the people until the end of the race, hitching a lift from Andy   

Jordan into the pits. 

After the last race we were able to go out on the track for the podium ceremony 

where we had the chance to see the winners and get sprayed by champagne.    

On our way there we could look at the racing cars and get close to them, which 

was great.  We even managed to get on telly – for a brief second!  We walked past the 

presenters of the ITV4 coverage which we saw later at home and spotted ourselves 

hurrying past to get to the trophy awards.   

Full racing report is on BTCC.net’s site  ;       

   http://www.btcc.net/2017/09/17/matt-neal-produces-silverstone-masterclass/  

Bev 
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Polish up the classic for the 2018 MG & Triumph Spares Day! 

   

Don’t miss the UK’s largest MG & Triumph Show at Stoneleigh Park On Sunday 11th February 2018. 

Fans of Britain’s two most beloved sports car marques have much to look forward to ahead of the International 

MG and Triumph Spares Day. 

More than twenty MG & Triumph car clubs will be exhibiting at the event meaning whatever your preference 

you'll most likely to find it represented at the show. Owners and experts will be on hand to offer advice and       

answer any questions you may have. 

Alongside specialist traders for both marques, the show will host a wide selection of auto-jumble, auto-mobilia 

and cars for sale. Whether you’re after a part, a project or a poster, you’re bound to find it on sale at the show. 

Advance tickets are just £10* with tickets on the day rising to £13. Under 15's come for free and on-site parking is 

free of charge.  

  

More than 200 classic car traders, over 30 MG & Triumph clubs, Cars for Sale and much more await you. For 

more information visit the show’s website at www.mgandtriumphsparesday.co.uk.  

 

https://livepromotions.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88264f2e728f2196dd75fe4d5&id=a7d72589b4&e=982a951751
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AGM AGENDA 

                TUESDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 2018 

8PM PROMPT 

THE WHITE HORSE, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 
 

AGENDA 

 

1    Chairman's Report                                                     Graham  Dorman 

2    Secretary's  Report                                                     Beverley Wright  

3    Treasurer’s  Report                                                     John Carr   

4    Ratae  Run  Report                                                     Michael Ricketts    

5    Monthly Raffle Report                                              Marion Driver 

6    Election of Committee  Members :- 

      Chairman /Secretary /Treasurer /2 Others 

7    Membership  Co - ordinator                                      Vacant  

8    Election of Web/Adverts Co - ordinator                    Angela Varley  

9    Election of Events  Co - ordinator  & Assistant        Bob Driver & Derek Everitt.                              

10  Election of Torque Editor                                          Gillian Ricketts  

11  Choose  Charity for 2018 Ratae Run  

12  Choose Monthly  Raffle Charity   2018                                                 

13  Any other Business  

The club needs to evolve with new inspiration and energy and therefore it is 
imperative that we have volunteers to join the committee.  If you would like 
to be part of the committee contact Graham Dorman or email Club          
Secretary Bev Wright prior to the meeting. 

** Other agenda items please email to Bev or Graham prior to the meeting 
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Treasurer 

John Carr 

01455 209340 

Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along 

and meet like-minded people and enjoy the 

magic of the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is 

£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    

details contact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members   

forum 8.30pm. 

North Leicester Monthly Meetings 

The North Leicester MG Club meets at The       

Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane, between 

Crptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton Linford. at 

8pm on the third Wednesday of the month. 

Contact Chris Tideswell 

Tel: 01509 829478 

 

                                   

Web Editor: Angela Varley 

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk 

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

Membership Secretary 

Kevan Varley 

07921 257143 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Committee  Member 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

Secretary 

Bev Wright 

01455 845894 

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                      

robert.driver@sky.com 

 

 Events  Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 
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Deadline for next Torque is 26th January 2018 

Send your articles to Gillian -  mgricketts@btinternet.com 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018 

Days out, evening runs, breakfast runs, shows and village 

fetes . 

Do you have any ideas and places to go as a club next year? Fancy   

planning a run? We are more than happy to help you with the Tulip 

Guides, Route plans , printing etc. 

 

 

January 

Tuesday 2nd  Monthly Meeting.   White Horse, Broughton Astley. 

Saturday 20th Slater Street Bowls  Margaret and Norman 

 

February 

Tuesday 6th   AGM—Monthly Meeting. White Horse, Broughton Astley. 

Sunday 11th  MG & Triumph spare day. Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire. 

 

March 

Tuesday 6th  Monthly Meeting.   White Horse, Broughton Astley. 

Sunday 18th  March Hare Run   Gillian and Michael 

 

April 

Tuesday 3rd  Monthly Meeting.   White Horse, Broughton Astley. 

Sunday 8th  Daffodil Sunday   Gillian and Michael 


