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JOHN & GLEN’S EVENING RUN
July, 2018

Rod & Deb

It was one of those perfect evenings, hot and dry with no
forecast of rain and no worries about leaving the tops down.
There was a good turnout. Twelve MGs in all, including
ours.
Meals were ordered in advance and the first car left the
White Horse at Broughton Astley at seven, for the 24 mile
run to the pub.
Most of the cars found The Crown at Tur Langton without
too much difficulty and the meals were served as soon as the
23 participants arrived. We ate in the pub’s Orangery, which
had been reserved for the Club. With the front of the
Orangery open, it was like dining al fresco.
There was a small quiz, of course and there was a tie-break
question. What is the name of the church across the road
from the pub? Mick Bindley and Paul Ashby jumped to their
feet and dashed outside to have a look. Three or four minutes
later, they staggered back. Mick had enough breath left to
gasp, “St Andrew’s”, and won the prize.
I have to thank the staff at the pub for an excellent, well-run
venue and for such good food and service.
The food was served as quickly as it is possible to serve 18
different meals and we all ate together.
Thanks to everyone for turning up. It was a brilliant evening.

Glen & John
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Visit to the MINI Plant Oxford
Via a Facebook group we were invited to take part in a car display at the MINI Plant at Cowley, Oxford. The
plant has been making the MINI since 2001. The plant celebrated its centenary in 2016. They were mainly
looking for Cowley built cars. Some Rover 75s were built there however ours was built at Longbridge. The
leader of the group Tanya offered one of her cars for us to take into the plant. It wasn’t a very long drive – just
from the car park and in through the gates to the main site.
An annual event takes place in the plant for the
workers and their families, involving fun things,
like inflatable bouncy castles etc, charity stalls,
stunt bike and skateboard display and tours of the
factory buildings.
There were about 50 cars for the display
including original Minis. Our ride for the day
was Tanya’s Rover 800 2L turbo. She is from
the area and worked at the Cowley plant for 3
years. She and her husband have a number of
cars, including 10 classic Minis! Now that’s
just greedy – she could give me one! The
company bought the people with the display cars
a packed lunch which was very nice of them.

One of the outfits

Bev

The Surrey Run 2018
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This year we decided to find some new adventures with Iris and new MG runs,
which inevitably means travelling a bit further away from home. When Ray and
Sylvia mentioned they were booked on the “The Surrey Run”, a run which takes
you over the picturesque Surrey Hills and into Kent, an area which I am familiar
with from work, we decided “yep” this sounds great fun.
The weather was simply perfect and we made a long weekend of it staying in
a very “Tyrol” style Castle which you would not expect to find in Surrey,
well this looks lovely albeit when checking in we were directed to the slightly
more modern annex, around the back! Never -the-less this was an ideal hotel,
minutes from where our run was due to start on the following morning and
walking distance to an amazing local pub, The Duke of Wellington, for food
and adult beverages! I have to say Gill is seriously becoming the G&T Queen
of SLMGC, nothing lesser than a gold fish bowl suffices now.

The run itself was simply amazing starting off from a very quirky
Bocketts Farm taking us through Sussex Country side, an area of
outstanding beauty, through villages of Gomshall, Wotten and
Polesden Lacy National Trust. It was a 60 mile run which I find just
perfect, with plenty of opportunity to stop for a break at a country
pub or garden centre. Our end venue was Chiddingstone Castle in
Kent, by which time it was becoming almost unbearably hot in the
midday sun, so a welcomed ice cream to cool off in the shade in the
village of Chiddingstone, “the heat must have gone to my head, and
as seen here I proposed to Ray”!

We can warmly recommend The Surrey Run for 2019
if anyone is interested?

Michael
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A LAKESIDE DINNER
With the weather being glorious, we decided to go to Bosworth Water Park, always on the last Tuesday of the
month from April to September in aid of Mary Ann Evans Hospice, a pound charge for a lakeside view, a bargain!
Graham and Nicky, Derek and Val were already camped out but had saved us a place. Kath and Richard had just
joined in with their chairs and in reversed “Iris”, that’s running rich observed Graham, it needs a tweak, thought it
might said Michael and as everyone recovered from the fumes conversation soon turned to cars, holidays had,
holidays to come, ailments and general chitter chatter.
After all had eaten, the piston heads went for a wander around the cars and Nicky, Val and I walked the lake with
Holly, planning to meet them for an ice cream. We all had a “99” and wandered back to the cars. Graham put the
kettle and on and Michael and I left for home, leaving a trail of rich fumes!
A perfect evening, a lakeside dinner spent with friends.

Gillian
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Stand fast and Strike Hard.
On 12 August we attended a classic car show hosted by the Knot Car club at the Staffordshire Regiment
Museum at Whittington Barracks near Lichfield.

Whittington Barracks always served as the depot and training establishment for the South Staffs, North Staffs
and Staffordshire Yeomanry Regiments. Therefore its a very appropriate location for the museum. Although I
served in a different Regiment, being born in South Staffordshire I have always had an affinity with the South
Staffordshire Regiment formerly the 38th and 80th regiments of foot.
The 38th was originally raised during the War of the Spanish Succession in 1705 at the Kings Head pub in
Lichfield and was known as Lillingtons Regiment.
It was the custom at the time for English line regiments to be named after their commanding officers. Lillingtons
regiment fought with the Duke of Marlborough in Bavaria. The Regiment then became the 38th and the 80th
known as the Staffordshire Volunteers was formed shortly afterwards in 1793.
Following the Cardwell reforms in
the 1870's these units formed what
became the South Staffordshire
Regiment.
The Regiment had a very long and
illustrious history including 3
unique Victoria Cross awards. Pte
Wasall of the 80th was awarded the
only VC at the action at I
sandlwana during the first Zulu
war when Lord Chemlsfords
centre column was annihilated by
the Zulu prior to the well known
attack on the Mission Station at
Rorkes Drift. The only occasion
two VC's were awarded to the
same army unit in the same action
during the second world war was
to men from the South
Staffordshire Regiment at Arnhem
during operation Market Garden.

Rover 2000

The Regiments Battle Honours
read like an index of British
history and the regiment and its
antecedents took part in almost
every campaign carried out by
British forces between 1705 and
2014.
Most notably in Portugal and
Spain with Sir John Moore and the
Duke of Wellington during the
Napoleonic wars. They took part
in the first Zulu war and in Sir
Garnet Wolseley's attempt at
relieving General Gordon in
Khartoum.
They were amongst the first troops to see action at Mons and Le Cateau in 1914 at the beginning of the First
World War and were the first troops to break through the Hindenberg line at the end of the war. During WWII
the South Stafford's formed the bulk of the Chindit force in Burma and fought at Arnhem as airborne troops.
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I am aware that this article so far must sound very jingoistic and union flag waving, may the sun never set on the
empire kind of stuff but we must not forget the role our furry friends have to play in this story and the famous
Staffordshire Bull Terrier mascots traditionally all named Watchman.
The first Staffie to serve with the regiment was not a mascot but accompanied the unit to Egypt during the ill fated
relief of Khartoum expedition in 1882. This dog was named Boxer and he entrained at Cairo with the Regiment but
unfortunately leapt from the moving train and was seen to be unconscious or presumed dead at the side of the
track. A few days later whilst camped at Assiut awaiting orders for the final march into Sudan a very thin and
bedraggled dog walked into the camp and collapsed. Boxer had walked 200 miles along the desert railway track to
rejoin his regiment. From then on the tradition of having a Staffie as a mascot continued until recent times.
The day started with an awful lot of precipitation contrary to the latest met office update but as we have been
meaning to attend this event for the last three years without success due to other commitments it was a case of lets
go for it. Fortunately it did clear for the remainder of the day and there is always the museum to retire to if the
weather did take a turn for the worst.

There was a surprisingly good turnout on a grotty day and the museum is well worth a visit if you are in the area.
The added bonus this time was Rosemary won a bottle of whiskey in the raffle. That will make a good cold and flu
cure when the weather eventually turns Autumnal.

Dave H.

Rocking and Racing – 2018

8

Silverstone Classic, subtitled ‘Rocking and Racing’ held their event on Friday 20th to Sun 22nd July. Tiff Needell
once described the event as the Glastonbury of Motorsport. It is indeed a ‘festival’ of cars old and new displayed
by around 120 clubs which filled the site as historic motor racing took place on the track.
This is me and Steve’s 3rd year of this huge event. There is something for everyone with an interest in cars.
Market stalls, auctions, even some fairground rides sponsored by JET for the kids..and adults – I had to go on the
dodgems! Even over three days we probably didn’t see everything.
To save peoples’ legs there were some buses to get around on including three old London Routemaster buses. We
sat upstairs on one to get to the International Paddock. In that area were the car auctions. We feasted our eyes on
some fabulous cars, but didn’t buy; I forgot to bring the cheque book...
This year were lot of anniversaries, these included; the 70th year of the Grand Prix at Silverstone, 60th year of
BTCC and 80th anniversary of the Ace Café.
Clubs also celebrated anniversaries; 70th of the DB1 and 60th of the DB4, with the Aston Martin Owners Club, 70
years since the first Porsche – the 356, 70th anniversary of the Jaguar XK120 and 50th of the Ferrari Daytona.
A few of the clubs got to do parade laps of the circuit.
As well as the historic car racing programme was a crowd pleaser in the shape of original 1948 racers as well as
the more modern F1, amongst others, the likes of Lotus, Williams and Brabham teams of the ‘80s – an extremely
noisy but amazing sight!
The evening entertainment is provided by tribute bands and the ‘real McCoy’ bands. Noasis and U2 2 (no prizes
what sort of tribute band these were to) and to finish off the Friday night was the real Soul II Soul. After a few
weeks of very dry weather the rain decided to descent on poor Noasis’s set. Folks were desperately seeking
shelter under the huge gazebos near the food and drink wagons, brollys and some even donning plastic ponchos
courtesy of JET.
We decided to say ‘sod this for a game of soldiers’ and took refuge in the car. We got as near as we could to the
stage, but the heavy rain on the roof was louder than the music. A good idea – by me – was to wind down the
windows and stick our brollys out so the rain wouldn’t blow in the car. Result. We could hear the band, sort
of – the rain did rather spoil things. It got lighter for when U2 2 came on so we went to brave the weather, it was
still raining a little for when Soul II Soul came on.
Saturday night’s musical entertainment was provided by Brummy reggae band UB40, although these days not
many of the original members play, but everyone enjoyed their set, finishing off with the classic Red Red Wine.
We had a great time and look forward to next year!
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Bev
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Norman Kenneth Antcliffe 20th May 1938—31st July 2018
I would like to say a big thank you for
your condolences and heartfelt messages
I have received following Norman’s
passing. South Leicester MG club have
been a large and important part of our lives
with many fond memories and great
friendships.
We were overwhelmed by how many
family, friends and acquaintances attended
Norman’s funeral. Your support on the
day was greatly appreciated by all the
family, and I know Norman would had
been deeply touched.
Kind Regards,

Margaret Antcliffe
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Middleton Motors Monthly
Middleton Hall, Tamworth.
Our popular classic car show returns for another year! What better backdrop for an eclectic display of vehicles
than
Middleton Hall, Middleton Motors Monthly regularly attracts around 100 motor enthusiasts gathered in
vehicles old and new, fast and slow, to share their common love of unusual motors. There is an overriding sense of
pride in among the buffed
paintwork and polished chrome, but when visitors and motor owners are surveyed
the feedback is all about the warm,
friendly atmosphere.
No booking is required to show a car.
Entrance fee: £4 per show car and if you are not showing a car £5.50 per adult with under 18s free.
Entrance includes access to: Main Hall and Grounds, Walled Garden and Old Buildings housing museum
displays.
Opening times: 11am – 4pm
VENUE Middleton Hall, Middleton, TAMWORTH B78 2AE United Kingdom
Website: http://www.middleton-hall.co.uk/
Langton Greenhouse Classic Car Meet
There is an informal 'Vintage & Classic Car Meeting' at the Greenhouse Cafe, East Langton Garden Centre, in
South Leicestershire starting on Wednesday 18th April 2018 and every third Wednesday in the month until
September 2018
This is on the B6047 Market Harborough - Melton Mowbray road, just off the A6 north of Harborough.
Incidentally, the road is known for being the Leicestershire 'TT Course', although a lot of it has 50mph limits so
take care!
Bosworth Water Park Classic Car Meet.
Starts: Tuesday, 24th April 2018 - 6.00pm
Ends: Tuesday, 25th September 2018 - 9.00pm
On the Tuesday of the month between April and September you will find over 150 classic, American and custom
vehicles.
The event stars at 6pm and admission costs just £1 for a classic and £2 for a spectator’s vehicle.
Dates for the year are as follows:June 26th July, 31st August 28th, September 25th
All of our usual facilities are open.
Coffee & Classics.
Classic Motor Hob, Bibury.
The Classic Motor Hub is based at the historic site of RAF Bibury in Gloucestershire, and offers a range of
hand-picked classic cars, bikes and modern performance cars for sale. We’re open every weekday between 9am
and 5pm, and are open on select weekend days for events. Get in touch with us today to learn more about any of
the vehicles in stock, or to talk to us about our classic motoring events and the range of automotive ephemera and
accessories we have for sale.
ADDRESS Classic Motor Hub, Old Walls, Ablington, Bibury GL7 5NX
Our Coffee and Classics event of the year kicks off on Sunday between 10am and 1pm. Following the great
success of these events last year, we expect a fantastic turnout at our events,
Attendance for all visitors is strictly by pre-registration only as car / motorcycle parking at The Hub is limited, so
if you would like to come along please reserve your space today! Start by choosing the year and make of car (or
motorcycle) from the list below. If your make of car is not listed or you would like to give us more details on the
vehicle you're going to bring, please choose 'OTHER' and use fill out the 'ORDER NOTES' section at the online
checkout.
Hinckley Classic Car meet & Motorshow
•
Date: 17 May 2018 - 16 August 2018
•
On this day every month
• Location: Hinckley town centre and Argents Mead
•
Time: 17:00 - 20:30
• Cost: Free entry to visitors and exhibitors
The first Hinckley BID Classic Vehicle meet of 2018.
Returning this year by popular demand, anyone with a classic vehicle, of any kind, who would like to pop along
from 5pm to 8.30pm would be most welcome. Entrance will be from Station Road, Hinckley and there is no
charge. Further early evening meetings will take place on Thursdays July 19 and August 16.
These events are free to enter and free to visit, so please spread the word to any enthusiast that you may know.
The main Hinckley BID Classic Motorshow will take place on Sunday 16 September from 10am to 4.30pm.
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Regional Events & Shows 2018
September
1st & 2nd Shackerstone Family Festival
On the first weekend of September each year the small, sleepy Leicestershire village of Shackerstone springs into
life with the sights and sounds of the Family Festival.
It attracts approximately 15,000 visitors to a unique event that includes vintage cars, canal boats, planes, railways
and much more besides!
The not for profit organisation has run since 1995 and has helped raise an estimated £650,000+ for good causes,
both
national and local.
Tel: 07470 134881 (Answerphone in Operation)
Email: info@shackerstonefestival.co.uk
22nd & 23rd Sywell Classic. Pistons & Props.
Now Closed.
Join us for this year’s Sywell Classic: Pistons and Props motoring festival, combining historic racers, hot rods and
motorbikes with classic planes and vintage music to create a fantastic two-day event, celebrating classic
motoring on the ground and in the air.
Watch amazing live action on the transformed ‘Racing Runway’ and ‘Sprint Strip’ with
iconic Formula 1 cars, Hot Rods, Dragsters and Motorcycles all in action throughout the weekend.
Up in the skies; expect to see a variety of breath taking aerial displays & acrobatics from a variety of display
teams.
Live Music will be played throughout the weekend with a superb line of bands performing in the Scarf & Goggles
bar
With a vintage fun fair and shopping village, make a weekend of it as camping packages are available. It's a great
weekend for all the family.
This will be a club event and some of us will be staying overnight having a meal & going to the entertainment in
hanger 1. If you are interested in staying the night please see Bob or Derek ASAP.
29th & 30th
Cotswold Airport Revival
Cotswold Airport is throwing open its gates to the public once again for its incredible vintage and wartime
extravaganza, the ‘Cotswold Airport Revival Festival’. Last year saw the inaugural launch of this hugely popular
event, which started out as an informal fundraising Open Day for 500 people, and ended up as a major event with
over 10,000 visitors!

Due to the tremendous success of last year’s event, Cotswold Airport has teamed up with ‘Live Promotions Events
Ltd’,
a powerhouse of an organisation that has been putting on famous large-scale events including Truckfest,
Pistons & Props. The fusion of Cotswold Airport and Live Promotions will bring to the public one of the UK’s
most unforgettable events, seeing visitors pouring in from all over the country. The festival is an annual event,
that will happen every year during the last weekend in September.
The event this year will be a two-day event, and is set to be an absolutely unforgettable weekend with lots of
exciting activities and attractions for all the family. Both days will be packed full of dramatic re-enactments and
demonstrations; thrilling vintage air fly-ins; exciting rides and experience flights; hundreds of vintage and military
vehicles; full size and miniature steam engines; and plenty of entertainment including period live music.
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Herne Bay Classic Car show
Sunday August 19th was the Herne Bay Classic Car show which we attended with our BGT. We had a great day and met up with
several other AFMGOC members. Later in the day our son and daughter in law came to see us with their little people. It was a great
day but we were worn out by the time we got home.

Yes Shirley I would like that one.

Our little Leicester refugee also came along.

Stan and Shirley— “ex-pats”!
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CLUB INFORMATION

Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Secretary

Graham Dorman

Bev Wright

John Carr

Kevan Varley

01455 289383

01455 845894

01455 209340

07921 257143

Committee Member

Committee Member

Events Co-ordinator

Michael Ricketts

Colin Kingsbeer

01455 553868

Bob Driver

01455 273161

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts

0116 3481587
robert.driver@sky.com

Events Co-ordinator

Derek Everitt
07831390270
derek.everitt@me.com

Web Editor: Angela Varley

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk

LE17 4US.

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org

Tel: 01455 553868
Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com
South Leicester Monthly Meetings

North Leicester Monthly Meetings

Membership open to all, so why not come along
and meet like-minded people and enjoy the
magic of the marque.

The North Leicester MG Club meets at
The Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,
between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton
Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the
month.
Contact Chris Tideswell

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at
the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton
Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is
£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For further
details contact the Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members
forum 8.30pm.

Tel: 01509 829478
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Events 2018
September
Sat/Sun 1st/2nd
Sunday 2nd
Tuesday 4th
Saturday 8th
Sunday 16th
Wednesday 19th
22nd/23rd
Tuesday 25th
SatSun 29th/30th

Shackerstone Family Festival.
Coffee & Classics
Monthly Meeting.
T
Car’s & Coffee Breakfast Club
Hinckley Classic Motorshow
Langton’s Greenhouse Classic Car Meet.
Sywell Classic. Pistons & Props,
Classic Car Meet.
Cotswold Airport Revival

See Regional Events
See Regional Events
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Regional Events
See Regional Events
See Regional Events Sat/Sun
See Bob or Derek
Bosworth Water Park. 6pm
See Regional Events

Monthly Meeting.
Coffee & Classics
Car’s & Coffee Breakfast Club
Skittle Night.
Val & Derek Sunday Lunch Run.

The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Regional Events
See Regional Events
See notice board
See notice board

October
Tuesday 2nd
Sunday 7th
Saturday 13th
Friday 19th
Sunday 21st

November
Tuesday 6th
9th-11th
Thursday 22nd

Monthly Meeting.
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Classic Car Show.
NEC Birmingham
Waddesdon Manor Christmas Fair/Carnival See notice Board

December
Tuesday 4th
Sunday 9th
Thursday 20th

Monthly Meeting.
Christmas Sunday Lunch
Only fools and 2 course dinner

The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Stuart
See notice board

Deadline for next Torque is 22nd September 2018

