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Editors Message: 

With the sunny weather in the past few weeks it makes 

me think of the Summer ahead and the trips and events 

we can all attend.  Please take a look at the Regional 

Events and Shows and Club Events.   

Do you fancy trying your hand at hosting a run?  Just 

ask and we will be pleased to help.  It is fun.   

The Ratae is nearly upon us, and we are well organised, 

just need raffle prizes, this is what  part raises the     

revenue that we are able to donate to charity, therefore 

it is greatly appreciated with all the contributions       

received from club members.  

This year our chosen charity is very close to our hearts 

and in memory of Norman Antcliffe, who sadly passed 

away last year. 

    Yours Kindly  

 Gillian 
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Notices  

RAFFLE PRIZES –donations for the Ratae 

Calling all club members!  

We are collecting raffle prizes for this years Ratae Run. If you have any 

items looking for a good home please bring these to the next club meeting. 

Jean Dalby will be collecting the prizes over the next few months.           

All prizes are gratefully appreciated. 

All proceeds will go to PROST.aid 

Leicestershire 

In addition to this we are also looking for a number of small baskets for 

fruit and food hampers. 

40th Anniversary Celebrates

“YOUR CLUB 

NEEDS
YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND ON 8th 

SEPTEMBER 2019 AT COVENTRY MOTOR MUSEUM 

10.00-10.30

FREE

TEA & COFFEE

RALLY PLAQUE

MUSEUM

ANNIVERSARY 

CAKE

SMALL 

ROAD RUN

FOLLOWED 

BY SUNDAY

LUNCH

PLEASE NOTE EXTRA COST FOR SUNDAY LUNCH

Make a date in your diary ...............See you there

CALLING ALL MEMBERS
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Gill-i-Am March Hare Run 

The seed was sown back in 2016 when on a Sunday morning 

drive in “Iris to The Langton’s we saw some beautiful Austins 

parked in the car park, As Michael was taking a photo of yours 

truly with one of the cars, I happen to look inside and there on 

the back seat was “The March Hare Run” and they were     

meeting for coffee before setting off.  What a great idea…….  

Last year was the first attempt  and was cancelled due to       

extreme weather conditions, mainly  a very large snow fall, 

though nearly all who were due to complete the run came for 

lunch.  So the second attempt was a bit nerve racking, would 

the weather be good, would there be many entrants. My trusted 

co-driver Michael  and I pre-run the route on a lovely sunny 

Sunday morning, it will be a breeze said the co-driver, which 

didn’t take into account the road closure due to a road run, two 

further diversions and cyclists galore.  We drove by a very nice young lady holding a “Stop and Go”  sign three 

times,  in the end we asked  if we could  take a left hand turn and we finally found our route again!  Sunday 17th 

March we set off to the Langton’s with the hood down in “Iris” stopping on route to hide the hares.  It was cold but 

the sun was shining and the weather was looking promising. There was quite a gathering at the garden centre and 

with routes distributed, Michael volunteered to keep the gate open and   the cars departed with a wave from me to 

see them off on their way.  The two hares had been hidden but visible, well we thought so.  Back tracking we picked 

up the hares and made our way to the lunch venue The Golden Lion at Easenhall, the sky was getting darker and       

a large spot of rain landed on the windscreen , ‘shall we chance it’ as we were very near to the end, then the hail      

started and the wind swept, fingers cold and a  few words of  the unspeakable the hood was up.  It was a welcome 

sight to see the hotel.  Coffee’s order everyone started to arrive, did you see the hares, where were they all asked.   

Marion and Bob saw one and claiming first prize were Carol and Colin spotting both hares.  Lunch was served and 

enjoyed along with Shirley’s sticky toffee pudding by a few,  Thank to everyone who enjoyed the run and especially 

to      Michael for his help and support.  March Hare 2020 is in the early stages and an end venue found, but Mum’s 

the word! 
Gillian 
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The  MG Midgets 
 
In America in the ‘50’s bigger was better, and biggest was the best, and the normal label for the smallestsize   
product was "giant."  The US car makers from Detroit were loathe using the term “compact” and would avoid    
using the term when they could. Therefore it would seem that there would be little room here for a car called the 
"Midget." There was one, the King Midget - but it had never been one of the all-time big sellers. 
 
With the demise of the TF and the birth of the MGA, 
in 1955, MG allowed the "Midget" name to            
disappear, ending a series that had been unbroken 
since 1929. Only six years later the name was        
revived for a new line of MG cars with a price once 
again under AU$2,500 - cars that were small in size 
but “Midgets" in name only. 
 
In 1957 the British Motor Corporation centred most 
of its sports car manufacturing at the original MG 
factory at Abingdon-on-Thames. One of the cars that 
made the big move was the Austin-Healey Sprite, 
then being readied for its mid-1958 debut. The       
bug-eyed Sprite, the handiwork of Donald and Geoff 
Healey at their design office at Warwick, was      
cleverly designed to use many parts from the BMC 
bins at Longbridge in a neat and very simple       
structure. 
 
After three years or so BMC decided to update the Sprite, handing the job to John Thornley and the staff of        
Abingdon. As Thorn1ey said  “We managed to get rid of that rather distinctive frog-like look just when it had 
latched on and become an acceptable gimmick, but we were driven into this by probably misplaced adverse        
criticism." Sprite fans resented the loss of the distinctive headlights, but lovers of MG's, of whom there were many, 
benefited from the change to a more conventional front end, 
which made it possible for BMC to indulge in a little more of 
what its critics sometimes call "badge engineering." 
 
As it did with most of its small and medium-sized cars, BMC 
decided to put two different nameplates on the revised small 
sports car. The new wide grille opening was laid out to accept 
the vertical MG bars as well as the Sprite grille. In July 1961, 
the MG Midget was reborn, as a slightly plusher companion car 
to the Sprite. It cost a little more for the Sprite II which had       
a more deluxe interior trim and some Sprite options as standard. 
In spite of the added cost the appeal of the MG name was such 
that the Midget soon outsold its sister. 
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The Power Unit  
The first post-war Midgets had engines smaller than one litre, a type not seen since the overhead-cam PB of 1936. 

The unit was the BMC A-type engine, one that dated back in design to 1951. It was introduced then to power the 

Austin A30 sedan, a little 803cc unit developing 28bhp at 4800rpm. It was a typical British long-stroke pushrod 

engine of 58 by 76.2mm. In 1956 the bore was enlarged to 62.9mm, bringing the displacement to 948cc. 

 

This change, along with a compression ratio increase to 8.3 to one, was made possible by the use of more durable 

Vandervell thin-wall bearing shells. It also required the joining of the front and rear pairs of cylinder walls. This 

little engine was now lively enough to be chosen to power the new Midget, spiced up further through the use of 

some of the data gathered by BMC when it was developing Formula Jumor racing engines for John Cooper's   

successful cars. 

 

Slightly larger intake valves and 

longer intake cam timing helped 

extend the rev range, bringing the 

peak output to 49.5 bhp at 

5500rpm. With twin 290cm S.U. 

carburettors and a 9 to one         

compression ratio, peak torque of 

the engine is 7.26 metre-kgs at 

4000rpm. Formula Junior breeding 

gave the engine a wide range as 

well as useful power. There was      

a noticeable vibration period          

between 5000 and 55000rpm, but 

the engine will rev easily past 6000 

to its valve bounce speed, in stock form, of 6500rpm. When driven normally, it was capable of returning fuel    

consumption consistently above the 7.84 litres per 100 kms mark, which is an important feature in a car with a 33  

litre fuel tank. 

Major engine refinements were made late in 1962, when the bore was increased yet again to 64.6mm, and the 

stroke stretched to 83.7mm. With the new displacement of 1098cc the compression ratio was lowered fractionally 

to 8.9 to one. Output rose to 56bhp at a slightly higher peak speed, 5750rpm, and torque also rose to 8.43           

metre-kgs, the peak figure on a very flat, strong curve. Valve bounce set in a little earlier on this engine, at 6300, 

but through the rest of its range it was smoother than the earlier Midget engine. 

 

These early Midget engines were 

modified in several different styles 

for racing, again using  Formula 

Junior techniques. A popular      

conversion was to a 45mm           

side-draft twin-throat Weber         

carburettor, on a special cast       

aluminium   ram-length manifold. 

These were used on the special GT 

Midgets built by the factory in 1962 

for the Dick   Jacobs team.  

They were also used by Speedwell 

for their "Clubman 85" version of the Midget. Speedwell fitted special pistons giving an 11-to-one compression 

ratio in the 1098cc engine, balanced and polished all the internal rotating and reciprocating parts, and wound the 

pushrod four out to 7000rpm for its peak power of 87bhp. The engine didn't have much below 4000 but it would 

wind safely to 7500rpm. 
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Shifting and Stopping 
A tiny clutch, only 1,560cm in diameter, was used on the 948cc Midgets for which it was just barely adequate 

for hard driving. A 1,813cm clutch came in with the 1098cc engine. Both the clutch and transmission were    

encased in one-piece aluminium housing with a rearward extension for the remote-control lever. Reverse gear 

was to the right of neutral and rearward, a reversion to the layout used on the TD and TF. 

 

The standard Midget gear ratios were perfect for enjoyable road driving, giving speeds of 48, 80 and 112kph in 

first, second and third. In fourth the Midget cruises nicely at 104kph, with just 4000rpm at 60mph, recalling the 

identical relationship on the TC. Optional ratio sets were offered 

for the early Midgets, one a wide-ratio gearbox with a 3.63-       

to-one low, standard being 3.20. The close-ratio option had         

a 2.93-to-one low gear. 

 

Early Midgets had very simple cone-type synchromesh for the 

top three forward speeds, a type that can easily be overcome in 

fast shifting. In racing this was no problem because speed was 

the objective, and the early box shifts fast. But in road use the 

later box, introduced with the 1098cc engine, was more pleasant. 

It had a type of synchromesh that kept the gears from engaging 

until their relative speeds were close to identical. 

 

Like the clutch, the original Midget brakes were fine for normal driving but not up to really hard road use or 

racing. Only 18cm in diameter, the drum brakes called for a fair amount of pressure on a pedal with a "dead" 

feel. They would stop the car, but then fade could become a factor also. In acknowledgement Abingdon made 

various options available for racing, including 20cm front brakes (part number AT A 7154), aluminium brake 

drums made by the Al-Fin process, and sets of disc brakes for the front wheels and also for all four wheels. 

 

A vast improvement in the production car was made in late 1962, along with the 1098cc engine. Lockheed disc 

brakes were standardised for the front wheels. At 20.95cms in diameter, with shields warding off road dirt and 

splash, these brakes greatly improved both the stopping power and the fade resistance. 
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 Body and Assembly 

The basic structure of the Midget was a very simple platform type frame, integrated with the body and        
strengthened by its front and rear portions, as well as the cowl structure. On the Sprite the whole front part of the 
body lifted for access to the engine and suspension; this was discontinued on the Midget and Sprite II but the 
original separation lines on the side of the body remained. It was not an elaborate frame but it was one that 
worked, offering high rigidity over a 203 cm wheelbase with a curb weight of only 714 kgs. 
 
From the Sprite the first Midgets inherited a flat, simple dash panel with an adequate supply of dials and               
a yellowish two-spoke plastic steering wheel which was perhaps the car's least sporty feature. The seats were 
comfortable, with adequate if not excessive front-rear adjustment. An option was a cushion for the carpeted area 
behind the seats. Kids could crouch on this in a knees-up position but otherwise it was more for ornamental than 
practical. 
 
A huge duct through the engine room took fresh air to the heater fan, and then through the heating core, which 
was connected to the engine's water system through an under-hood tap which was to be turned off during the 
summer. On later cars of the first series, the heater's output was gradually and significantly improved. 
 
All these final touches were installed along the assembly lines at Abingdon, not the facility owned by British 
Leyland Motors but one well suited to specialised manufacturing. The complete and painted body/chassis units 
arrived on trucks, then were placed on dollies for their ride down the line. Wiring harnesses, instruments and 
lights went in first before the exterior trim and windshield arc were fitted. 
 
Front and rear suspension assemblies rose from below for attachment to the nearly complete body. After this, the 
engine/ gearbox assembly was swung down and threaded into the tunnel. The 33 cm wheels were spun on and the 
Midget rolled down to ground level for the fitting of the radiator and the MG grille. 
 
Finally the top was put up, the battery connected and the car driven out of the factory for a routine 11 km road 
test. Was the driver aware that he was handling "a racy, rocket-swift, roadhugging gamester with the grace, dash 
and power of a lion," as MG's U.S. ads proclaimed? To him the job was probably a routine one - as routine as it 
could possibly be to drive sports cars for a living. 

https://www.uniquecarsandparts.com.au/how_it_works_steering
https://www.uniquecarsandparts.com.au/how_it_works_radiator
https://www.uniquecarsandparts.com.au/how_it_works_battery
https://www.uniquecarsandparts.com.au/how_it_works_handling
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Midget Marks II and III 
The most important changes in the history of the later Midget were made public in March, 1964, with the     

unveiling of the Mark II version. Immediately obvious was the adoption of front quarter windows and real 

wind-up side glass, bringing the smaller MG in line with the MGB. Outside door handles and locks, as well as 

burst-resistant door handles, added both convenience and safety. The only drawback of the change was the    

reduction in the already limited elbow-room in the 135cm wide Midget, through the door space taken up by the 

windows. 

 

Vast interior improvements in the Mark II included a new contoured dash, with the main dials angled towards 

the driver and a low package shelf ahead of the passenger. A new three-spoke steering wheel recalled the      

design used on the MGB, and another "B" feature was the central windshield tensioning rod along which the 

rear-view mirror can slide for adjustment. (The original dash mounted mirror was far too low for most drivers.) 

 

In spite of all these deluxe additions, the Mark II increased in weight only 2.7 kgs. At the same time, the rear 

springing was replaced by a conventional spring arrangement. This eliminated the rear radius rods, part of the 

spring weight, and much of the body structure stiffening needed to anchor the springs properly. 

 

The new rear suspension proved better as well as lighter. The ride of the Mark II Midget was noticeably        

improved, though still firm in the British sporting manner. handling became less jerky and more predictable, 

though still extremely precise. In 1967 Syd Enever came up with the Mark III version. The engine was       

completely revised, enlarged to 1275cc with a yet larger bore, 70.6mm, and a shortened stroke, down to 

81.3mm. At last the little MG engine was beginning to approach cars of its era that had "square" proportions. 

 

The compression ratio remained high, at 8.8 to one, still calling for premium fuel. In its latest guise, burdened 

with an air-injection pump to reduce exhaust emissions, the Mark III engine produced 62bhp at 6000rpm. 

Much more substantial compared to earlier Midget engines was its torque. A better idea from Abingdon for the 

Mark III was an installed top, a major improvement over the old bullfighter's-cape style. After all these       

changes the Midget's price naturally rose, but with wire wheels, now standard equipment, it was an amazing 

bargain. You literally couldn’t buy more fun for the money.  

Michael 

Research from  

https://www.uniquecarsandparts.com.au/how_it_works_handling
https://www.uniquecarsandparts.com.au/chronicles_1967
https://www.uniquecarsandparts.com.au/how_it_works_exhaust
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 Sunday Lunch 2nd June 2019 12.30pm for 1pm 

                
 at The Longcliffe Golf Club 

Snell's Nook Lane  Loughborough  LE11 3YA 
 

Main Course Choices: 
 

Roast Beef  Yorkshire Pudding 
Roast Chicken with Stuffing 

Grilled Salmon with Hollandaise Sauce 
Mushroom & Brie Wellington with a White Wine & Herb Sauce 

all served with fresh seasonal vegetables and potatoes 

 
Pudding Choices: 

 
Treacle Sponge and Custard 

Black Forest Gateau 
Berry Pavlova 

Cheese and Biscuits 
 

Coffee and Chocolates 
Price     £ 19.50 per head 

 

Any profits go to Cancer Research UK Leicester University/Hospitals 

Raffle 

You are invited to join our Cancer Research fundraising 

Sunday Lunch  to celebrate 25 years of Leicester Committee.  

See club notice board. Glenise Bowyer 
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REGIONAL EVENTS AND SHOWS 
 

 
 

 

Come and support the Daffodil Sunday 

Run, its a great day out to dust of the 

cobwebs from your MG and the winter 

blues. 

Please put your name down on the   

Notice board or see Gillian & Michael 

for more information. 

MORGAN FACTORY TOUR 
 
 

Take a guided tour… see skilled craftsmen at 
work as they hand make our bespoke sports 
cars. Traditional car manufacturing combined 
with exciting cutting edge technology creates 
a tour like no other! Cost £24.00pp 
 
Members Run 
Thursday 11th April. See Notice Board. 

BLUEBELL RUN    
Sunday 28th April 

2019 
 

You are invited to join us for this 
year’s Bluebell Run. 

Breakfast Club Returns to Coventry Transport Museum 
 
Saturday April 13th from 8.30am. 
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Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along 

and meet like-minded people and enjoy the 

magic of the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is 

£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    

details contact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members   

forum 8.30pm. 

North Leicester Monthly Meetings 

The North Leicester MG Club meets at                

The   Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,         

between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton 

Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the 

month. 

 

Contact Chris Tideswell 

Tel: 01509 829478 

 

  Web Editor: Angela Varley 

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk 

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Membership Secretary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

Treasurer 

John Carr 

01455 209340 

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

 Events  Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 

Editor and Committee 

Member                  

Gillian Ricketts 

01455 553868 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Secretary 

Bev Wright 

01455 845894 
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Deadline for next Torque is 21st April 2019 

Send your articles to Gillian -  mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Events 2019 
 

*This colour its a Club Event.  **This Colour Members event. 
 
 
April 
Tuesday 2nd   Monthly Meeting           The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Sunday 7th  Daffodil Sunday Run       See Notice Board 
Saturday 13th  Cars & Coffee Breakfast Club      Coventry Transport Museum 
Sunday 28th  Bluebell Run.        See Notice Board 
 
May 
Sunday 5th  Donnington Historic Festival    See Notice Board 
Sunday 5th  Stratford Festival of Motoring  See Notice Board 
Tuesday 7th  Monthly Meeting            The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Sunday 12th  Chairman’s Sunday Lunch Run  See notice Board 
Saturday 18th  Cars & Coffee Breakfast Club.            Coventry Transport Museum 
Sunday 26th  Staffordshire & Lunch   See Notice Board 
   
June 
Sunday 2nd  Coffee & Classics           Classic Motor Hub. Bibury 
Tuesday 4th  Monthly Meeting             The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Saturday 8th  Cars & Coffee Breakfast Club            Coventry Transport Museum 
Sunday 9th  Club Ratae Road Run          See Michael & Gillian 
Sat 15th-Sun 16th Ashby Magna Midsummer     See Notice Board soon 
Thursday 20th  Croome Park     See Notice board soon 
 
July 
Tuesday 2nd  Monthly Meeting             The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Sat 6th/Sun7th  Hollowell Steam & Heavy Horse Show See Notice Board soon 
Sunday 7th  Coffee & British Classics             Classic Motor Hub. Bibury 
Thursday 11th  John & Glen Evening Run.   See Notice Board soon 
Saturday 13th  Cars & Coffee Breakfast Club                   Coventry Transport Museum 
Saturday 20th  Hub Retro Summer BBQ             Classic Motor Hub. Bibury 
Friday 26th.    Club Holiday Warner Nidd Hall & Yorkshire  
   Pudding Run 
 
August 
Saturday 3rd  Glen Parva Gala    See Notice Board soon 
Sunday 4th  Great Central Railway Summer Festival    See Notice Board  
Sunday 4th  Coffee & Classic            Classic Motor Hub. Bibury 
Tuesday 6th  Monthly Meeting           The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Sunday 11th  Train Boats & Teas          Peter Stevenson House, Pailton 
Sunday 18th  Mary Ann Evans Hospice Classic Rally Nuneaton Town Centre 
Sunday 18th  Iris 60th Birthday Sunday Lunch Run.   Gillian & Michael soon 
Thursday 22nd Iron Bridge Run    See Notice Board 
 
September 
 
Sunday 8th  40th Birthday Anniversary Run         See Notice Board “sign up Now!” 
Tuesday 3rd  Monthly Meeting             The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Sunday 15th  Hinckley Bid Classic Motorshow.                Hinckley Town Centre 
Sat 21st-Sun 22nd Sywell Classic Pistons & Props             See Notice Board soon 
 
October 
Sunday 6th  Final Coffee & Classics       Classic Motor Hub. Bibury 
Tuesday 8th  Monthly Meeting             The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Saturday 19th  Cars & Coffee Breakfast Club.                   Coventry Transport Museum 


