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Editors Message: 

 

The 40 years celebrations are on Sunday, 

what an achievement and I am sure we are all 

looking forward to reading Glen Lee’s history 

of the club. 

What an eventful Summer it has been, I am   

looking forward to some more articles for the 

Torque. It is now that time of year when the 

events calendar is a little thin, but we still have   

a few days to look forward too,  Skittles with       

a lovely supper and not forgetting the breakfast 

run, what an amazing treat, breakfast on a steam 

train, don’t forget to put your names on the 

Event’s Board. 

The 3 A’s are celebrating their 60th Birthday, 

“Iris”, “Flo” and “Rosie” in October, come and 

join us for a run and lunch. 

Yours Kindly        Gillian 

 

8th to the 10th November 2019 
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Notices  

Provisional reservation at Ullesthorpe Court for Friday the 20th December. The cost is 
£36.95 per person and I need a deposit of £15 per person at the September meeting 

 The final payment will be due at the November Meeting. If you want to join us but will 
not be at the meeting please contact me on  

stuart.armston@gmail.com or     tel: 01455 271064. 

 The bar opens at 7:30 pm and dinner is served at 8:00 pm. Dancing continues until 1:00 
am. 

If anyone wants to stay overnight the bed and breakfast rate is £70.00 per room, or 
£63.00 if paid for at the time of booking.       Stuart 

CHRISTMAS PARTY TIME 

mailto:stuart.armston@gmail.com
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DEVON DELIGHT 
Last year we took part in the Moor 2 Sea run organised 
by Exeter MG Club.  It was a fantastic weekend with the 
run taking place on the Sunday of the late spring bank 
holiday (aka Whitsun).   
 
As the 2019 run also fell on the bank holiday weekend we 
decided to drive the 200+ miles to once again take part in 
the Moor 2 Sea. 
 

 
We were staying at a hotel next to the A38 which, handily 
enough, was where the run was due to start from.  So    
after a full breakfast on the Sunday morning it was over 
to the check-in room to pick up our rally plaque and 
route.  Unusually the route wasn’t in the tulip format but 
was accumulating mileage with instructions and            
abbreviations for the turn left (TL), turn right (TR) 
straight on (SO) - you get the idea.  As we always find 
that our mileage  never matches exactly that given in the 
route book it certainly got taxing on the grey matter at 
times. And no calculator to help.  Math's  was never my 
strong subject. 
 
The weather was fine so roof down for most although 
there was the threat of showers during the day.   
 
The route took us through the narrow and winding Devon 
lanes up onto the open spaces of Dartmoor.   The scenery 
seemed to constantly change from the lush green valleys 
and pretty villages to the wide open windswept spaces on 
the tops of the moors.    
 
We reached the village of Princetown, we knew that 
there was the famous prison here but we had to rely on 
memory for an image of it - the cloud had descended and 
all we could see was a blanket of grey.  This seemed        
a good time to stop off for a cup of coffee and a rest. 
 

Suitably refreshed we returned to Rosie who was now 
looking definitely wet as the mist had now turned to rain.  

Up with the roof - boo - and on with the drive.  
We continued the route back onto the open moorland and 
before long the rain stopped and the roof came back down 
- Yay!  Our route took us along the side of a valley with 
the moorland the other side bathed in a beautiful blue   
colour.  I thought I might be hallucinating and wondered 
what had been in the tea earlier when I realised that the 
hillsides and moorland were awash with bluebells in their 
hundreds!  
 
 

Princetown : HM Prison Dartmoor. HM Prison      

Dartmoor is a Category C men's prison, located in 

Princetown, high on Dartmoor. Its high granite walls 

dominate this area of the moor. The prison is owned by 

the Duchy of Cornwall, and is operated by Her         

Majesty's Prison Service 

By Lewis Clarke, CC BY-SA 2.0, https://
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Back onto the top of the moor we did get a glimpse of 
Plymouth Sound which sadly was as close to the sea as 
we got on this years run but Dartmoor did help make up 
for the lack of the blue stuff. 
 
It was sometime after this that we were distracted by      
a local Dartmoor Pony who was showing us how much 
he enjoyed a good scratch of his backside against           
a suitable post.  A turn was missed which meant that the 
next point on the directions sent us careering off in     
totally the wrong direction.  As the next distances and   
directions now made no sense we backtracked and got 
ourselves back on the route. 
 
And it seems no visit to Dartmoor is complete without 
visiting Widecombe in the Moor, so another quick stop - 
this time for a pasty and off we went again. 
 
A quick circuit of Burrator Reservoir and it was then     
a short trip to the finish point and a well deserved    
Devon Cream Tea (always cream first!). 
 
Looks like we might be keeping the Whitsun Bank    
Holiday free again for 2020!! 
 

 

 

Kath Hall  

 

** All makes of cars welcome, modern or classics. 

Cars and Coffee Breakfast Club, 

9am-11m, Saturday 8th October 

Coventry Transport Museum 

Only pre-register vehicles will be 

given access. 

Please note that your vehicles has 

to be twenty years or older to 

register. 
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Saturday the 13th July saw the annual Rover Car Rally at the Centre – home of Just Jane the Avro Lancaster.   

As well as Rovers through the ages there are other classics as well as a good number of MGs.  The MGs are  

mostly from the MG Car Club Lincolnshire Centre, but anyone turning up in an MG gets to park with them.   

 

The weather was kind to us – not too hot and no rain until the 

latter part of the day when it was time to go.   

Just Jane gave taxi rides to lucky people who won the raffle!  

We have been a few times to this event and we haven’t won 

yet..  You can pay for a ride too but it’s very expensive. 

As well as Just Jane there are more exhibits to see in the main 

shed, displays and vehicles.  The other buildings have other   

displays and artefacts to see.  It is family run centre recreated to 

its original design sited on an original WW2 airfield.           

Well worth a visit. 

Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre 

Bev 
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On the Monday following the Rally, Carol and I had 
planned a nostalgic trip to Ripon. After a hearty  
breakfast at Nidd Hall, we drove of in 'Fanny' with the 
top down and arrived about 11 am. The weather was 
fine and sunny and on finding a suitable car park, 
walked through a shop lined walkway to the town 
square.  

Being stationed nearby the at the military barracks in 
the 60's ,it was very much as  I remembered .  The   
cenotaph at one end of the square is still there and the 
centuries old tradition of a frock coated,  tri-corned 
hatted horn blower, still blows at each corner every 
night at 9 o'clock.  

We decided to visit the three main  museums in the 
City (yes, although not a large community, it is a City 
due to having a really beautiful Cathedral )  the    
workhouse, the old jail and police station, together 
with the old courthouse.  

After a really few interesting hours it was time for 
lunch. We found the hotel and bar ( The Royal Oak) 
where in 1967 my family with Carol were to meet 
me  but had to stay over due to my Squadron's          
delayed  return from Central America ( Belize ). It was 
here that Carol had a Ghostly unnerving                    
experience ,but I'll let her tell the story, when you see 
her! 

 After our break I decided to drive up the road to my 
old camp ( Claro Barracks ) and arriving at the         
barrier was confronted by two, very young Royal     
Engineers (still there then!), one with his SA80 Rifle at 
the ready.  

         

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

After a bit of a that ,banter  and      
a shaking of hands they allowed me 
to U turn around the barrier and 
make a hasty retreat. I would have 
loved to be a fly on their wall,    
probably saying  

“Silly old Fart” 

thank goodness he's gone!'...but 
hey, a great  nostalgic and             
interesting day for Carol and I. It 
was now  time for a short drive and 
head back to' Nidd' for another 
evening of food ,entertainment and 
great company .  

 

 

 

 

 

Yorkshire Pudding Run - Our Day in Ripon 

Alo alo alo! What's all this then? 

Colin and Carol 
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At the Carding Shed in Holmfirth, its a trip down 

memory lane that echoes the nostalgic feel of the     

historic Goodwood Revival with classic cars,  peddle 

bikes and memorabilia from time gone by, after          

a proper cup of Yorkshire tea and a big slice of cake 

we all had a walk around to stretch our legs and    

headed onwards to Nidd Hall where John and  Glenise 

joined us. 

 

After our dinner we all made it to the concert room 

where we all rocked the night away to Too-Rex           

a tribute act of T-Rex.   

 

Saturday saw heavy rain all day, so the theme was do 

as much as you can inside, This entailed taking part in 

the morning trivia, which I must say we did ok 17/20. 

Then it was Wii 10 pin bowling challenge, and yes 

you guessed it, Team MG, WON!!!. We also took part 

in the pub quiz and we were so so at that.  

 

Had a bet or too on Dicey horse racing with some very 

rude horses names. visit to the live lounge for some 

afternoon songs, sung very well by Peter from the   

entertainment team. Time for dinner and afterwards 

music from tribute acts Barry White & Status Quo, 

then off to bed. 

Eight cars meet at Miller & Carter pub, Watling Street, Burbage. and set 

off at 9.10am on Friday 26th July to Nidd Hall in Harrogate to take part 

in this years Yorkshire Pudding Run on Sunday 28th July 2019 organised 

by the city of Leeds MG Club.  On route we stopped off at Fairways   

Garden Centre in Ashbourne, for a coffee and toilet stop where Bob and  

Maria joined us. Onwards to our main lunch time stop at the Carding 

Shed at Holmfirth passing through some lovely scenic views on the way . 

Yorkshire Pudding Holiday 
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SUNDAY 28TH JULY 

After a early breakfast we set off to Craiglands Hotel in 

Ilkley the start of the Yorkshire Pudding Run, we all 

registered and everyone had a little gift which was a 

torch which will come in handy. Getting in line to     

collect our bacon bap which we had rapped in foil so 

we could put them on the wire racking above the ‘F’ 

and ‘TF’ engine to keep warm. So the time had come to 

start the run, cars lined up from the start flag all the 

way down to the carpark, one by one at 45second         

intervals they were on their way, we decided to          

boycott the start as we were parked on the road so off 

we went.  

 

The run took us though the Yorkshire dales,  some 

lovely stone-built villages guarding centuries of         

history, up high on the moors some spectacular views 

across Yorkshire could have been possible had it not 

been for the cloud, rain was forecast but was holding 

off for the time being. A welcoming sight was the 

Plough Inn were there must have been 50 classic cars 

parked up, giving our order at the bar for tea we were 

told that they had run out of tea pots so we couldn’t 

have any which went down well with Val and Carol 

who had wine instead, Checking on our bacon baps 

they were just at the right temperature to be eaten up. 

The second half was much like the first half up the 

moors and  down the dales, for me the disappointment 

was being put on some major road for miles towards 

the finish, another disappointment was not winning on 

the raffle with some lovely prizes to be won. 

We all headed back to Nidd Hall to relax before dinner 

and an evening with a tribute to Diana Ross, also on 

was Paul Da Vinci who was with the Rubettes in the 

70’s singing song like Sugar Baby Love. Bed was 

beckoning. 

Monday we said goodbye to Paul, Julie, John, Glenise, 

Mike and Maria, everyone else did there own thing 

during the day, Graham, Nicky, Jim and Melvyn drove 

to  Thornton Le-Dale the home Bangers for cash,     

Matthewsons Auctions.  

 

We spent at least 2 hours browsing round the classic 

cars, motorbikes, pushbikes & memorabilia. After        

a quick lunch in the centre of the village we then drove 

a 20 miles run over the moors to Whitby. After a stroll 

around the shops and stopping for an ice- cream by the 

harbour poor Jim was getting very tired. We had          

a fantastic drive back to Nidd Hall taking in some    

fantastic views, hamlets and villages, about 70 miles 

round trip. Back in time for evening meal and            

entertainment. (Graham) 

                                                            CONT…….. 

 

 



 10 Tuesday we decided to have a mini sports day, Bowls was the name of the 

game. Graham, Nicky, Colin and Derek took part with Nicky beating the boys 

with 6 wins, Colin was second with 5 wins, Graham with 4 wins and Derek 

making hard work of it with just one win (hitting the Jack) which we learnt 

latter on didn’t count. A game of putting was on the cards after lunch but was 

postponed due to a thunder storm. 

The next day we said goodbye to Colin, Carol, Melvyn, Jim, Bev, Steve, Bob ,  

Marian,  Jean and Paul. Graham and  Nicky, Val and Derek stayed until Friday 

visiting Harrogate and Knaresborough and had a very enjoyable walk into  

Ripley. I think everyone had a few memories to hold from their 

holidays.  

Photo’s courtesy Steve Wright 

Derek & Val 
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You may have noticed the small advertisements for 
Fest Jazz in the MGOC magazine, Enjoying MG.  
There are usually a couple of adverts early in the year 
for this relatively small jazz festival which is held     
annually in August at the town of Châteauneuf du    
Faou, in Brittany.  Prior to 2017, my wife Pat and           
I went there for (I think) six consecutive years.  The 
town is in the Finisterre region of Britanny, and is very 
attractively situated on the banks of  the river Aulne. 
There is a choice of ferries to get there, either                       
Portsmouth – St Malo or the one I used, Plymouth – 
Roscoff. 
 
The general scheme of things is that people arrive on 
the Friday prior to the jazz weekend, and then              
participate in the various events. As far as I am         
concerned this is one of the joys of the weekend,     
meeting up with MG people from various places, most 
of whom you will not have seen since the last Fest Jazz. 
All sorts of MGs turn up, for example a couple with an 
interesting MGB, powered by a 2.5 litre Triumph      
engine, who had driven all the way from just north of 
Aberdeen. 
There has always been a welcoming reception by the 
Mayor, and the MGs occupy pride of place, not only at 
the small reception in the town square, but also in          
a specially reserved parking place during the jazz.  
Much interest is shown by the local people. 
 
When buying the stroller ticket for the weekend  you 
are handed a programme showing who is playing, and 
where, at the four separate venues within the festival 
area.  The list of performers can be found prior to the 
event on the internet, together with a brief description 
of their type of jazz.  The four separate locations are 
three marquees, plus a bar on the edge of the town.  The 
largest marquee, used for the main performances is very 
well-appointed, with all the stage effects, lighting etc. 
that would be expected for any stage show. 
 
On the Saturday this year there was a short scenic car 

run, organised by a UK lady, now resident in France, 
who runs a club called “The interesting car club”, 
which as its name suggests is open to owners of any 
type of car.  There was a lunch accompanied by a jazz 
band. 
 

Sunday was the main 
day of the festival.  
Some of the performers 
could hardly be        
classified as jazz, but 
the general effect was    
a very varied selection 
of performers of        
varying types. If you 
don't particularly like     
a band, it is easy to slide 

away and try another.  The whole event was              
well-organised.  I   suppose the headline act this year 
was the storming  performance by Ben Waters on piano 
plus his eighteen-year-old son on saxophone.  They 
played a mixture of boogie-woogie and rock numbers 
which had the whole place rocking, stamping and    
jumping, and caused me to remark that if there          
happened to be anyone in the audience who couldn't 
appreciate it, they must be either stone deaf or dead! 
 
With a programme that ran from 10.30 in the morning 
until about 01.00 the following day on both Saturday 
and Sunday there was truly something for everyone.    
It was incredible how quickly the hours passed. 
 
Following the festival, we spent a few days wandering 
among the various beautiful seaside resorts, using roads 
very free from traffic. As I remarked at the time,      
sunshine, hoods down, a well-behaved MG, beautiful 
countryside, great food.  Truly “Enjoying MG” 
 A truly excellent and   
enjoyable few days.     
Roll on 2020! 
 

Fest Jazz 2019 

Alan Heeley 
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This was our second tour joining the Epsom Area MGOC Surrey Run. Similar to our Ratae Run it is their annual 

charity fundraising event and attracts well over 200 MG’s. The route is a scenic     65-mile route from Bocketts 

Farm in Surrey through the picturesque Surrey and Sussex   countryside finishing up at the Rural Life Centre, 

Farnham in Surrey. It is a fairly simple set up. £20.00 includes the Run, Rally Plaque and entrance to the end     

venue, no thrills, no teas or coffees , no raffle or tombola. Having said that there are plenty of  opportunities to stop 

for a break and refreshments right from the start and throughout the run. 

This year we were joined by Sylvia and Ray and Kath and Richard, travelling down     

together, 8.30am kick off from Lutterworth and a planned stop off in  Banbury for    

breakfast and onto Windsor for lunch..  

We stayed at the De Vere Hotel,  Horsham Estate, ideal for club holidays as this is a conference hotel, set in           

a  secluded estate with it’s own Castle and Moat. Secure parking, barrier entrance with decent rooms and a great 

self serve  breakfast. Although the best part of staying here is you are only 5 minutes walk from the “The Duke of    

Wellington Arms”, a brilliant pub with great food, amazingly friendly service and lush Gin and Tonics.  

 

SURREY RUN 2019 

Shite Shirt Night was quite a 

hit with the locals! 
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Dartmouth Harbour 

 

Following a good breakfast on Sunday morning we headed just 10 minutes down the road to the start venue,   

already Iris is “huffing” and “puffing”, someone had been fiddling with her ‘carbs’ again, and yes I was once 

again in the dog house.  Thankfully with the support and guidance of Richard and Ray, well as you do, we 

stripped down my ‘carbs’ in the middle of a field and reset them to factory settings, after which she purred like    

a cat who had got the cream.  

The run did not disappoint, the Surrey Hills most certainly are an area of outstanding natural beauty, it is also 

one of our protected landscapes in the UK, having equal landscape status and protection to a national park. The 

hills stretch across a quarter of the county of Surrey, from Farnham in the west above Guildford, Dorking and 

Reigate, to Oxted in the east. The run itself took us through some lovely areas such as Effingham Common,  

Ockham, Ripley, Loxwood and many more, eventually and 61 miles later arriving at The Rural Life Centre.   

  

 

The Rural Life Centre began as a private collec-
tion of agricultural equipment,         assembled 
by the late Madge and Henry Jackson, before 
opening to the public in 1973. The museum is 
now run by               a charitable trust, the Old 
Kiln Museum Trust. Pleasantly   distributed 
over ten acres of field, woodland and buildings, 
our exhibits  include a large number of              
implements and devices marking in excess of 
150 years of farming. Many aspects of village 
and rural life, including many ‘rescued’ village 
buildings, are displayed in realistic individual 
settings, working light railway and more. 

The Surrey Hills offer some of south 

east England’s most beautiful and 

accessible countryside. Famous 

beauty spots include Box Hill, Leith 

Hill and the Devil’s Punch Bowl. 

You’ll discover open commons,   

inspiring views, attractive market 

towns, villages and much more.  

A very different end venue and with lots to 

explore and bought back memories of times 

gone by. 

                               Michael and Gillian  
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CLASSIC CAR MEETS 
 
 

 
Middleton Motors Monthly 1st September. 
 

 
Hinckley BID's classic car motor show.   15 September 
 

 
Bosworth Water Park Classic Car Meet.    24th September. 
 
Earls Barton   4th September 
 

Coventry Transport Museum Cars and Coffee Breakfast Club  
To register please email  Gill Huckvale at gill.huckvale@culturecoventry.com 
Dates left. 21st Sep. 19th Oct 2019. 

 
Langtons Garden Centre Classic Car Meet.    18th September. 
 
The Barn. Brewery Bar and Restaurant Classic Car Meet. 
We meet the every 4th Sunday of the month in 2019 at 11.30am 
The Barn Restaurant & Bar, Coalpit Lane, Wiley, Rugby. CV23 0SL 
September 22nd. October 27th. November 24th December 22nd. 

 
 
A47 Auto Jumble and Classic Car Show. 
No need to book just turn up on the morning and you will be shown in to our arena. Thurlaston Show ground, 
Leicester, LE9 9JE.  (Just off the A47 between Leicester Forest East & Earl Shilton) 
Time. 9am-4pm 
Saturday 28th of September. 
 

 
Stonehurst Farm Classic Car Show.     30th September and 28th October. 
Bond Lane, Mountsorrel, Loughborough. LE12 7AA. 

mailto:gill.huckvale@culturecoventry.com


 15 

Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along 

and meet like-minded people and enjoy the 

magic of the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is 

£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    

details contact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members   

forum 8.30pm. 

North Leicester Monthly Meetings 

The North Leicester MG Club meets at                

The   Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,         

between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton 

Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the 

month. 

 

Contact Chris Tideswell 

Tel: 01509 829478 

 

  Web Editor: Angela Varley 

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk 

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Membership Secretary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

Treasurer 

John Carr 

01455 209340 

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

 Events  Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 

Editor and Committee 

Member                  

Gillian Ricketts 

01455 553868 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Secretary 

Bev Wright 

01455 845894 
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Deadline for next Torque is 20th September 2019 

Events 2019 

**This colour its a Club Event.  **This Colour Members Event. 

September 

Sunday 1st  40th Birthday Anniversary Run         Closed 

Tuesday 3rd  Monthly Meeting             The White Horse, Broughton Astley 

Sunday 15th  Hinckley Bid Classic Motorshow                 See Notice Board 

Sat 21st-Sun 22nd Sywell Classic Pistons & Props             Closed 

Friday 27th  Skittle Night,  Club v Art Club   See Notice Board  

  

October 

Sunday 6th  Final Coffee and  Classics (pre 1970)  Classic Motor Hub. Bibury 

Tuesday 8th  Monthly Meeting             The White Horse, Broughton Astley 

Sunday 13th  Iris’s 60th Birthday Run   See Notice Board. 

Saturday 19th  Cars and Coffee Breakfast Club                 Coventry Transport Museum 

Sunday 27th  George and  Glenise Breakfast Run  See Notice Board  

 

November 

Tuesday 5th  Monthly Meeting             The White Horse, Broughton Astley 

 

December 

Tuesday 3rd  Monthly Meeting             The White Horse, Broughton Astley 

Friday 20th  MG Christmas Dinner Dance   See Stuart ASAP 

 


