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Editors Message: 

 

April has been a glorious month of warm    

sunny days just made for MG ing………  

Sunday should have been Drive It Day and 

Derek had planned a mystery day out for us to 

enjoy.  It made me remember previous Drive It 

Days to Uppingham and the Stilton Cheese 

Run.  There was a buzz about the place with 

cars parked where ever there was a space.  

The route was always the same and Michael 

and I always got lost but never in the same 

place. Kieron and his daughter Emily have 

taken part for quite a few years and it is their 

dream to be the first to register their place and 

2020 they were 3rd, nearly there!  With this in 

mind my trusty deputy editor has put together 

a few memorises of Drive It Day.  

Yours Kindly         

Gillian 

PS we have a lot of space to fill in the coming editions of 

The Torque, would love to hear from you too. 
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Few memories from our clubs Drive it day in previous years 
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The name Robert W. Paul may not be as familiar as The Lumière brothers 
or Thomas Edison but it should be better known as he was one of Britain’s 
early pioneers of film.  
 
Born in London in 1869, Paul trained at Finsbury Park Technical College and 
began his career designing and making electrical scientific instruments.  He 
became interested in film when a pair of Greek businessmen approached 
him requesting a copy of Edison’s Kinetoscope, one of the early devices for 
viewing moving pictures on a reel of film.  As Edison’s patent did not cover 
Britain, Paul accepted and in realising the possibilities, Paul’s meticulous 
craftsmanship and attention to detail led him to develop and improve the 
machine.  He eventually designed a camera and a projector so that the 
moving pictures could be seen by more than one person. To avoid having 

to use Edison’s films, Paul realised if he made his own films then he could also market them and so began a 
parallel career as a film maker. 
 
The reason for mentioning him here is that, as with others of the era with an interest in technology, Paul also 
had a fond interest in motoring and he owned and drove a Gladiator. The Gladiator Cycle Company was a 
French company, formed in 1891, initially making bicycles.  It became Clément-Gladiator in 1896 and added 
motorised vehicles to its production around the start of the 20th century. Just under half of its cars from this 
era were exported to England. 
 
While many of Paul’s films have been lost, some of the surviving ones feature motoring themes. One of his 
early films is Blackfriars Bridge (1896) in which traffic can be seen going across the bridge.   Despite the law’s 
best efforts, Paul was a fan of speed and there are several recorded occurrences of him receiving speeding 
tickets!  
 
 

Motoring in the Silent Film Era 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fABILtla_lE


 5 

 

Another film The ? Motorist (1906) almost certainly stars his own car and gave him the opportunity to mock 

the law.  The ? Motorist is a fantasy adventure in which a car, driver and passenger escape the local             

policeman by running him over (an early example of camera trickery), driving up a wall, through space and 

around Saturn, all of which is a pastiche to Georges Méliès’ A Trip to the Moon.  

The car eventually crashes down through the roof of the court house as our sorry policeman is giving          

evidence.  After a short chase the car turns into a horse and cart and the confused policeman lets them go,  

only to be mocked further as the car reappears and races off. 

 

Robert W. Paul left the film industry in the mid 1910’s and returned full time to instrument making. Pertinent 

to today perhaps, is that he worked with William Bragg who had invented a non-invasive ventilator for polio 

patients. Paul was key to the design of a newer model and it became known as the Bragg-Paul pulsator.  More 

information can be found about him on the British Film Institute website. 

 

Another film pioneer was Cecil Hepworth (1874-1953) who started 

making films in Walton-on-Thames in 1899.  One of his earliest was 

How it Feels to Be Run Over (1900).  

Another of Hepworths comedies was Explosion of a Motor Car also 

from 1900.  In this film stop and start techniques were used where the 

filming is stopped, objects substituted and filming restarted. This is one 

of the first films where this technique was used in real surroundings. 

 

For a longer film, and equally amusing car journey, try It’s a Gift 

(1923).  It was written by Snub Pollard whose real name was Harold 

Fraser (1889-1962).  He was a character of Australian Vaudeville and 

plays the star role.  The film begins with Snub waking up in a room that 

looks like a forerunner to Wallace & Gromit. Midway through there is 

a wonderful scene featuring a car driven by a unique form of power! 

Stephanie Ward (Past Ratae Run participant in the Pontiac Trans-Am, and Toyota 

MR2. We look forward to returning to the Ratae Run in 2021). 
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I have just put out a message on our whatsApp group page regarding Gillian’s effort to continue with the           

publication of the Torque Magazine throughout the year. With nothing going on anywhere I must admit that my 

regular surfing of the internet for classic car shows and events has taken a back seat.  

It was almost at the start of the Coronavirus that Colin, Carol, Val nd  myself went on a Warner's holiday to     

Alvaston Hall in Cheshire, I remember it well, hand sanitiser bottles everywhere also remembering not to go to 

the carvery just in case someone had cough or sneezed over the food.  

Top of the bill was a tribute band playing the sounds of the Eagles, you know the one, (Hotel California) what    

a fab night we had listening to the guitar sounds. Brilliant !!  

On the Sunday we had a coach journey into Chester and afternoon tea with cake on our return which was        

included in the weekend deal. After a quick look round the shops we ended up at 

Dawsons music shop where Colin was in need of a set of strings for one of his 

collection of guitars that he has hanging on the walls at home. Looking around 

the shop at all the lovely sparkling electric and acoustic guitars hanging up I had 

an urge ( you know the one I mean) when you immediately upset the wife, well 

yes I walked out with a Fender Squier  Stratocaster electric guitar?? “Why did     

I do that” I asked myself, impulse buying I guess, and by the way remember 

Colin went in for his guitar strings well he came out with a new electric guitar as 

well to add to his collection.  

When we arrived back home I couldn’t wait to get started. First thing was to get 

lessons, I wanted to try and read music and understand how to play so I signed up 

to Fender’s 14 day free trial an online app, I carried on with the subscription for 

another 2 months which has now been stopped after building up files on music 

which includes Staff & Treble Cleff, Dots & Ties, Bars,Time Signature               

& Tablature also files on the Guitar like Frets, the Bridge, Capo etc: All double 

Dutch to me at the time but now understanding it a lot more.  

It’s brought back lots of memories for me, back in the 60’s I was in a band called 

the Grave Diggers the name came about because we were connected to the parish 

church boys club which we changed latter to Archimedes and his Principles, 

Why I don’t know.  I was the drummer and one number we use to play was an 

instrumental called Saturday Night at the duck pond by the Cougars anybody   

remember them, ”not many people do” anyway I am now attempting to play it 

along with the Shadows Wonderful Land and Apache, well I say play!   I am 

playing all the right notes sometimes in the wrong order.  

 

I look back to the start of this terrible Coronavirus and the lockdown that has happen and I can definitely say 

that the urge I had to buy my Fender Guitar has been really worthwhile, its been a life saver for me, perhaps not 

for Val but I have suggested to her Colin and I could played our guitars at the clubs Christmas dinner dance,         

Carol and Val could be our backing singers. That’s another way to upset the wife!!  

 

Keep safe and stay at home.  

Derek.  

     That Urge 
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Dennis Dog and I was hoping to become a fully fledged 

member of the South Leicester MG Club by now. I came to 

my human family last August and I’m now nearly 10 

months old. Unfortunately, I have been unable to go on any 

adventures in the humans’ cars as they have told me we are 

in lockdown!  

Anyway, thank you Gillian and Michael for letting me paw 

a few words in this esteemed journal about what I have 

been doing, which I have to say isn’t much. The humans told me we have to have a routine so I go out everyday  

early in the morning and then later in the afternoon. 

 To be honest it depends on what mood I’m in as to how I behave. I have moved from the ‘puppy’ stage to the 

‘adolescent’ stage which means some days I am an ‘angel’ and other days I am the ‘devil incarnate’. I do like 

picking up lots of tasty bits to eat when I am out but the humans tell me they are not nice – I don’t think they 

know what they’re talking about! I like to bark at lorries, chase cars, bikes, people with dark clothes, children 

with bikes, ladies with pushchairs, the list goes on.  

I can also be an absolute gentleman and sit nicely at kerbs, wag my tail at humans and dogs and walk calmly as 

lorries and cars pass by! Apart from walks my day consists of eating, sleeping, relaxing and cleaning, probably  

a bit like yours. We have cleaned the house throughout at least twice, mind you I have seen places I hadn’t been 

before so that was quite 

good. 

 My favourite day was the 

humans brought out the 

cool bags and I thought 

Wow we must be going out 

on a big adventure! But 

that wasn’t the case we 

were actually defrosting 

the freezer, I helped a lot 

with that, trying to lick all 

the ice from the door! It was great fun. ‘He who must be obeyed’ 

has tried to get me interested in car magazines but, no offence to 

you all but I find them rather boring! I much prefer a magazine 

called Dog Friendly that tells you all about fantastic places to 

stay with dogs. We were supposed to go to one of them in March 

but we couldn’t go because of the lockdown. It’s a shame        

because I was looking forward to my first view of the sea and     

having a run on the beach. Still never mind, hopefully things will 

improve soon and the trips out will be able to resume. I just want 

to say a massive thank you to all the NHS workers I have             

a human aunty who is a nurse and she is working very hard at the 

moment.  

Also thank you to all the Key Workers whatever their role and also thank you to all you humans who are being 

very sensible and observing the lockdown to save all our lives.  

Enjoy your cleaning and relaxing Love Mr Dennis Dog  

Hi everyone, before I start can I      

introduce myself. My name is Dennis 

Maria Beck 
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How to store your classic car….. 
By Classic & Sports Car Editorial team  

There are several reasons why you might be thinking about storing your car. 

Maybe winter is approaching. You could carry on using it as normal, or store it so you’re not tempted to use 
it during the season of salted roads and wet weather. Whichever you choose, there’s preparation to be done. 

Here, we’ll cover the stages you need to follow to ensure you store your cherished classic correctly and    
safely. 

It might seem an easy thing to garage your car, however significant deterioration can occur if you don’t     
prepare your vehicle properly. A car’s parts are less likely to wear out when it’s in storage, but they’ll sit in 
the same position and the lack of operating warmth means that moisture doesn’t evaporate in storage.  

Dampness from the atmosphere attaches itself to microscopic dirt particles so, to stop the body from spoiling, 
your car will need to be perfectly polished. Engine internals can suffer from acidic degradation to exposed 
surfaces out of oil, plus tyres can suffer from flat-spotting and    
damage as the rubber dries out. Rotate transmissions and diffs by 
hand to cover all internals with gear oil before driving the car again. 

STEP 1: HANDBRAKE 

Leave the handbrake off to stop shoes sticking against the drum. 

On cars with disc brakes, leaving the handbrake off reduces pad 
transference, where the material embeds into the disc to create hard 
spots that cause a vibrating pedal. It also avoids keeping the cable 
under tension for long periods. 

 

STEP 2: ENGINE 

Change the oil and filter before you store the car, to keep        
contaminants to a minimum in the crankcase. 

Check coolant strength with a cheap floating-ball tester and top up 
with antifreeze if necessary (refer to handbook for correct              
concentration). Run the engine until hot to circulate it evenly. 

 

STEP 3: TYRES 

Avoid flat-spotting by inflating the tyres to their maximum 
pressure (written on the sidewall). It’s about 50psi for radials. 
Crossplies run harder, so lift them a few psi from normal. 

Use rubber conditioner to moisturise the tyres, and let them down to 
running pressure before recommissioning the car. 

 

STEP 4: BRAKES 

To keep the caliper pistons in top condition, siphon off excess 
fluid from the master cylinder reservoir. Press each piston back 
into the caliper, then top up the reservoir with fresh fluid. 

Put a note on the dash reminding yourself to ‘pump out’ the brakes 
and replenish the fluid before using the car again. 
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STEP 5: BATTERY 

Batteries are designed for daily use and deposits can occur in 
storage that limit their efficiency. 

Use a conditioner that is permanently plugged into the mains to    

ensure your cell stays in peak condition. If you garage your car in a 

lock-up, take the battery home and put it on one of these cycling 

chargers. 

 

 

STEP 6: CLUTCH 

Avoid a stuck clutch by depressing the pedal to relieve pressure 
on the driven plate. This puts the clutch mechanism under     
constant pressure, so release it every week. 

Older clutch plates won’t tend to stick but new ones will – until they 

develop a shiny friction surface – so only do this if your clutch is 

recent. 

 

STEP 7: CAR COVERS 

Even breathable covers can retain moisture against paintwork 
much longer than a car takes to dry naturally, but they’re a 
must if you want to prevent water entering the cabin. 

Covers can chafe paint so they work best in sheltered areas. Ideally 

fit a tailored type, or use rope/bungees to keep it tight. 

 

 

STEP 8: BRIGHTWORK 

After buffing your brightwork with the least aggressive metal 
polish you can get away with, smear a very thin coat of Vaseline 
or light grease over it. 

A rag soaked in thinners or turps substitute will shift it ready for the 

new season, and you’ll have prevented the plating from tarnishing. 

 

Classic & Sports Car Editorial team 

Follow Classic & Sports Car on Twitter 

Michael  
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Daffodil Run 

You may think I’ve gone a bit mad with all this lock-down business.  However seeing as we’re not really 

going anywhere at the moment I thought I would take the opportunity to show you what’s blooming in 

the garden, with an MG! 

No, Oscar my MGF, hasn’t shrunk neither have the plants grown to super-size – it’s a model car.  ‘Ooh 

never!’ I hear you cry. 

It was a lovely sunny day and very warm on  Good Friday.  Let’s see what the little car found on his    

travels round the back garden at our house.  

 

Absolutely loads of Forget-Me-Nots!  Wow they are millions of them!  They do look pretty though       

especially with some yellow tulips amongst them.   

 

The wildflowers are blooming too.  The daisies are nice – it’s a shame to mow them up if the lawn gets 

long.   

 

Ooh look some wildlife.  It’s always nice to 

be friendly with the locals.  They didn’t   

really say a lot but agreed to have their     

picture taken with our car. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well that was   

a lovely trip 

out – and          

a grand day for 

the roof down 

too!  

GARDEN TOUR 

Bev 
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……..the best move we have ever made 
 

In Feb 2019 we made a decision to make our very last move after 

5 moves in our 46 year of married life, and it would be from a house to 
a bungalow. There was a lot to think about as the area where we had 
lived for 11 years was lovely and our neighbours couldn’t have been 
more perfect. So then came the anxiety, are we doing the right thing? 
We decided to put it on hold until we were sure.  
 
Then July came and we talked a little more about moving as it would 
give us the chance to retire earlier if we wanted too.  
Ok where do we want to live! We looked around the Nuneaton,      
Hinckley and Atherstone area.  
 
We then thought? What about the seaside” We looked on the web at  
different areas and for the price we wanted to pay was in Lincolnshire 
as most of our holidays were spent in Skegness when the   children were 
little. So we decided Skegness was the place to look”. When the girls 
were told, their question was “Why” how are we meant to look after you 
both if you are that far away.  
 
 

So after feeling guilty at the thought of leaving the family, it wasn’t to be. I was looking on line one day and saw 
that bungalows were being built in a village not too far from us in Galley Common. So off we went to look at the 
show home bungalows which were being built by Taylor Wimpey and had open plan kitchen and lounge, two 
good sized bedrooms with  a large bathroom, plus garage.  
 

We decided this was the ideal place for us to live.                                          
 
We moved in October 4th 2019 and we 
feel it’s the best move we have ever made, 
although we will be living on a building 
site for the next  couple of years.              
 
We are also very lucky to have great 
neighbours and I have even started to bake 
again too. 
 
 
Mary and John 

SOLD 

John and Mary 
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With social distancing in effect, the company I work for 
streamlined the business with employees being furloughed but      
remaining open due to being a key company, I was given a  mobile 
telephone and a laptop and told to work from home.  
 
 Easier said than done, connecting to the server was the main          
challenge, a telephone call to IT and a trip to the office, all sorted or 
so I thought it was, four hours later and I still could not connect.....  
On the final attempt and by some miracle the connection was made, 
all thanks to the IT wizards.  That was day one! 
 
With Michael working from home too, we said we would take it in 
turns to make the tea-break drinks and lunch. I worked down stairs in 
the dining room and Michael in the study, he thought me being      
nearer the kitchen I would take the lead.  
 

 There was quite a bit of banging from upstairs, was this a signal but I was to engrossed in my work to notice!  
He huffed downstairs, “do you want a drink, I thought it was your turn?”  This went on for two days, I did make 
a couple of drinks but completely missed the lunches.  The weekend came, he said, “I think it would be better if 
you worked in the study, as you use two screens and It would be exercise for you when you make the tea”. 
 
Monday came, all set up in the study and logged on, working away I hear the kettle boiling and a cup of tea   

appears, “it was your turn”, I was told.  
When do you want the next one then?        
I shall have to check my diary was the 
response.... I failed again and again.      
Disciplinary was mentioned a few times 
over the week and as for lunches, well 
those are best forgotten. Thank goodness 
the weekend was nearing! 
 
 
Week two, all well,  stern chat was given 
about the policy of home working and the 
need for breaks and the stretching of legs.  
I don’t know why but I feel as though       
I need to work longer, I log on earlier,     
only have a short lunch, no tea breaks but 
try and finish at five.  So make a mental 
note to try harder.  8.30 I make the tea, all 
good, one in the bag but fail miserably as 
the day goes on.  Then these invitations 
start to appear 8.30, then 9.30, am              
I missing a meeting?  No it’s Michael 
“emailing me"! Reminding me of my    
duties as a team member to   fulfil the 
needs of my co-worker. Duly noted.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

With the Easter break looming, I try harder, manage a make a few drinks and even one lunch.  It is harder  
working from home I am not disciplined enough and I do miss the office and the banter but as for 9 to 5, as  
Dolly Parton sings, what a way to make a living!   

Tea Lady! 
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Men and their Garages 
17yrs ago we moved into our house in Broughton Astley. 2 years later we built extensions, one of which          
increased the double garage into a triple creating a fantastic working space.  

At the beginning this space was quickly overtook by not only 3 MG's but numerous bicycles, most of which were 
collected by my father.  

Over 14 years later things got very out of hand with more of my bicycle collection plus other items.  

March 2020 I decided I'd had enough of working at the original bench looking at a brick wall so made the        
decision to move everything around to enable me to have a work bench under the back window. This not only 
gives me more daylight but also a view over the back garden is a pleasant bonus. Plus I can work around the cars 
easier. 

Once I'd started the process I had my doubts of where to arrange everything, therefore a lot of heart breaking     
decisions had to be made as to what I could not live without and what should be binned!! 

The bikes had to go! not far away. I purchased a 16 X 10 ft shed to house them!! 

After weeks of hard work I now have a garage to be proud of and enjoy working in. 

 

The moral of this story is you need a VERY 
understanding loved one. 

P.S. Flowers help! 

To Nicky 
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 Hope this finds you well! 

These are difficult and trying times and with this unbelievably lovely weather a great frustration not to be 
able to take the beloved friend out of the garage and go for a run out into the countryside! 

The run is sorted, the venues are waiting and we are sincerely hoping that we will be able to make the run 
on Sunday 6th September. We hope you don't mind but as a reminder we have attached the flyer and entry 
form. Please ignore the closing date on the entry form anyone booking before the day will be entered into 
the draw and we are sorry that people turning up on the day, who will more than welcome of course, won't 
be entered into the draw as we will do it from names of entrants on their forms the night before. 

Best wishes to you all and hoping you remain safe and well. 

Terry, Vicki, Mick and Christine 
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Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along 

and meet like-minded people and enjoy the 

magic of the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is 

£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    

details contact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members   

forum 8.30pm. 

North Leicester Monthly Meetings 

The North Leicester MG Club meets at                

The   Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,         

between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton 

Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the 

month. 

 

Contact Chris Tideswell 

Tel: 01509 829478 

 

  Web Editor: Angela Varley 

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk 

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Membership Secretary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

Treasurer 

John Carr 

01455 209340 

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

 Events  Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 

Editor and Committee 

Member                  

Gillian Ricketts 

01455 553868 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Secretary 

Bev Wright 

01455 845894 



 16 

Deadline for next Torque is 25th May 2020 

Send your articles to Gillian -  mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Events 2020 

** Pending Government guidelines 


