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Chairman’s Message: 

Editor’s Message: 

The events of 2020 are unlikely to disappear 

from our memories anytime soon.                 

The lockdown has given us all time to slow 

down and  reflect. We may not be as active 

with our cars with runs and holidays but we 

have seen some very interesting  and             

entertaining articles in the Torque over recent 

months which have made us smile. Here in the 

Ricketts Estate a new shed has arrived and 

new fence.  Michael seems to have expanded 

on his  Amazon deliveries, as well as car parts,  

a bicycle, lycra,  walking shoes and list goes 

on…..  Even the postman seems  weary! To 

keep him busy and stop him browsing, there is 

fence to paint, a change of colour at least three 

coats!!  

Stay Safe, 

Gillian 

Good evening ladies and gentlemen. 

(Good evening Mr Chairman!!) 

As this pandemic continues to disrupt our monthly meetings I still 
think it is not possible to meet at the White Horse. 

 

I am trying to arrange to book a room at the village hall once 
they are open again. This I feel will be a much safer environment 
to meet as a club.  

 

I hope you have all seen the 2019 Ratae Run write up in the MG 
Owner's magazine.  

This was fabulous publicity for our club. I would like to thank 
Mike and Marie for writing the article. 

 

The events co-ordinators have been very busy trying to organise 
safe events for the club but have had very little support or         
response. 

Please could you email your feelings regarding these occasions 
to them.  

 

John and Glenise have organised a Picnic Run, meet at the White 
Horse at 11.30 am on Thursday 13th August. 

This should be a great chance to meet up with social distancing 
not a problem.  

It will be nice see you all there.  

 

A.O.B  Please email me.  

 

WE WILL MEET AGAIN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

 INTRODUCING ZENA  

 

Nicky and I would like you to meet the   
newest member of S.L.M.G.  CLUB.  

Zena (Princess Warrior) our 2 year old 
Staffy rescue dog. 

After the sad passing of our beloved 17 year 
old Holly we felt our home was lacking that 
special companion, she has already settled 
and given us lots of happiness.  

Zena surveying the garden, and 

has acquired her favourite seat ! 

Relaxing after a hard days work in 

the workshop!! 

One man and his dog ! Looks like the 

start of a very good friendship. 

                                                                 

   Nicky and Graham 
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JOHN & GLEN’S LUNCHTIME PICNIC RUN  

 

 

DATE: Thursday, 13 August  

START: White Horse, Broughton Astley  

TIME: 11.30am  

FINISH: Somewhere nice, where we can have a ‘distanced’ picnic. There may be a car park 

entry fee.   For our picnic run ... drumroll ... there will be a proper toilet! 

FORMAT: Usual tulip run plus a quiz (prize for the winner).  

DISTANCE: Don’t know. 25-30 miles?  

 

Because of the strange times we are in, please let us know if you wish to join 

us. We need to know in case we have to cancel and   obviously with Covid-19 

and the weather - it is the great British summer time after all - there is that       

likelihood.  

 

Contact details:  

Tel: Leicester 2774047  

Glen’s mobile: 0779 259 1702  

 

Email: glenlee10@sky.com  

John & Glen Lee  
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John’s been busy. His summer 
project has seen blood, sweat 
and tears and the occasional 
Elastoplast   application. But 
now it’s finished. 

 

Glen 

LOCKDOWN  - RUBDOWN –PAINTDOWN 
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Daffodil Run 

 

Motorcycles and sports cars have always been a passion of 
mine, rebuilds and restorations have filled many a spare hour 
over the past 50 plus years! 

 

The lockdown period has given me time to reflect on some of these past projects and 
I thought I would share some of them with fellow club members who might find 
them of interest. 

The longest project car I built was an MG TF replica known as an RMB Gentry. Which I began in 1991 
and worked on continuously right through to late 1995. Around 2500 hours of work but it was well worth 
the effort. It was actually the second one of these cars that I had built having previously built a triumph 
based version before embarking on a ford based car. I was very pleased with the final result and the car was 
driven regularly to many events and meets eventually winning a few concourse prizes along the way.   

An article about this car featured in the Jan 97 copy of KIT CAR and it is that article that I would like share 
with club members: 
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SOLD 
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Why Eye Man – a Canny Trip to the North East 

 

Bev 
Gillian  

A few months ago we booked our hols, in the week of our 24th wedding              

anniversary early July.  Little did we know that it would be cancelled by the hotel 

and that was that.   

In June it was announced that hospitality was able to reopen in July, so we      

decided it was time to get out and about a bit and booked to stay for 3 nights in 

Whitley Bay.  Our mode of transport – Maggie the MG3.                                                          

The first night we stayed at Steve’s sister Linda’s house, before travelling north 

of Newcastle to the seaside.  It was really nice to see the sea and different      

scenery, instead of our house and Morrisons, Hinckley.   

 

Being members of English Heritage we decided to visit a couple of sites while we were there.  You have to book in 

advance at the moment so there aren’t too many people all going at the same time.  So we booked Belsay Hall,  

Castle and Gardens and Dunstanburgh Castle.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belsay has ruins of a castle on the site as well as the Hall, with its Greek pillars, at this point in time we couldn’t 

get into.  You could peer through the windows though, there was no furnishing however.  The quarry gardens were   

interesting and you had to follow the arrows through.  There were some natural planting and some more   formal 

nearer the property. 

Dunstanburgh Castle is a 14th-century fortification on the coast, with lovely views.  It is a good walk around the 

boundary of the site with views of the seabirds, such as Kittiwake and Razorbills, nesting on the cliff.  If you do go, 

put plenty of time on the car park ticket.  I only put 3 hours because we didn’t know that it was a 1 ½ mile walk to 

the castle there and back!  We certainly had our exercise for that day!  I felt a bit unfit when I saw a few people 

walking around with the ‘proper gear’, like walking boots and back packs.  We just made it back to the car park in 

time. We were cream-crackered, I thought we’d be crawling on our hands and knees in the end.   
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The two restaurants we booked were very good with the safety measures and we had very nice meals too.   

Whitley Bay was lovely. Not much there but they have recently had a make-over of the prom and a famous to 

the area building called the Spanish City.  This was mainly eateries and bars.  If you were feeling very fit you 

could stroll along the bay to the St Mary’s lighthouse. 

 

 This was decommissioned in 1984, but people, in normal               

circumstances can venture across the causeway and climb the steps of 

the lighthouse, but not at the moment for obvious reasons.  The area is 

a grassland and wetland area for wildlife such as birds and seal. 

Bev and Steve 
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CAR EVENTS 

Also 28th September 2020. 

 40’s Weekend 15th-16th August 2020 
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Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along 

and meet like-minded people and enjoy the 

magic of the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is 

£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    

details contact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members   

forum 8.30pm. 

North Leicester Monthly Meetings 

The North Leicester MG Club meets at                

The   Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,         

between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton 

Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the 

month. 

 
 

  Web Editor: Colin Knowles 

colin.emailme@gmail.com  

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Membership Secretary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

Treasurer 

John Carr 

01455 209340 

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

 Events  Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 

Editor and Committee 

Member                  

Gillian Ricketts 

01455 553868 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Secretary 

Bev Wright 

01455 845894 
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Deadline for next Torque is 25th August 2020 

Send your articles to Gillian -  mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Events 2020 


