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Chairman’s Message: 

Editor’s Message: 

Here we are again, nearly the end of the month, 

12 weeks to Christmas!!  So disappointed that 

the Breakfast Run is  cancelled and as for the 

Christmas party well, don’t even go there.           

I was diddle last year with Michael on crutches, 

no overnight stay or dancing and back home in 

bed by 11pm!  Then there is Michael's             

spending, this week it is Norwegian socks (does 

he know  something about the impending 

weather)  and casual boots, which he told me 

were the socks being delivered.  I want to know 

are they coming for Norway and is someone 

knitting them!  One  final note for health and 

safety reasons  I did not travel home from      

Belton House with the plants on my lap, they 

were in the footwell, the photo was staged in the 

garage. 

Stay Safe, 

Gillian 

Good evening ladies and gentlemen. 

(Good evening Mr Chairman!!) 

 

As this virus seems to go on and on with the measures 
that have just been introduced it is probably going to 
last for 6 months.  

Therefore all events and club meetings are cancelled.  

The earliest we hope to meet again will be February 
2021. 

I hope you are all well, please keep safe, wear your face 
masks and keep social distancing.  

 

Gillian requires stories for the Torque please , on any 
subject you find interesting.  

 

A.O.B. email grahamdorman80@gmail.com or any 
committee member.  

 

A.O.B. please contact me by email. Thank you.  

 

 

 

WE WILL MEET AGAIN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:grahamdorman80@gmail.com
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Positive thoughts for the future  

If any of us, whilst seeing in the New Year in 2019, had been in possession of a crystal ball I’m sure we would 

have assumed it was faulty and returned it to the shop. No one could have anticipated the level of disruption and 

uncertainty we were going to face in the coming months. Not least for our club and the many club events and fun 

weekends we all have missed out on this year. Gill and I have been with the club for 11 years or more now, seen 

people come and go, made lots of new friends and shared our common interest, classic cars, social events and 

amazing club holidays. We are not giving up on all of this because of the Pandemic, we have to have something to 

look  forward to.  

Over the next couple of pages we have 

reminded ourselves of some of the      

fantastic holidays this club has              

organised, they don’t all have to be 

across the pond in Europe either, we 

have visited Wales, Ireland, the South 

East and Yorkshire Dales.  

As we enter into the winter months, and 

sadly many of our cars will be put away 

for the season, this is a good time to 

make plans for the future and for next 

year, don’t let Covid19 stop you from 

making positive plans for the future. 

CLUB SURVEY  
We would like to know where you would like to go on our Clubs Holiday for 2021, we            

recognise that we are all living in unprecedented and uncertain times. Whilst no one knows 

when the Coronavirus Pandemic will be over, we are sure that everyone needs something to 

look forward to. We would really appreciate if you could let the event team know your 

thoughts.  

Would you like to go:  

1. A Warners Hotel Holiday.  

2. Trip abroad like France organised by the club.  

3. A road trip in the Uk organised by a car tour operator.  

4. A road trip abroad organised by a car tour operator. 

5. Or anything else you would like to do.  

Contact details.  

Derek. e-mail derek.everitt@me.com  

Text 07831390270 

 Bob. e-mail robert.driver@sky.com  

Text 07525164684  

Gillian and Michael 
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See You in Normandy 

Greetings from Honfleur 

Guests of the Mayor 

Bonjour ! 

Pitstop Reims-Gueuz 
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SOLD 

Where would you like to holiday next year, whether just a weekend or an extended club holiday 

in our MG’s, please send you ideas and wish list to either Derek or Bob,. Lets think positive and 

together make 2021 a memorable year for our club. 

Champagne Tour 2014 

Wish you were here ! 

Warners Nidd Hall  

SLMGC IOW TOUR 
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DAY’s OUT IN IRISDAY’s OUT IN IRISDAY’s OUT IN IRIS   
Sadly we are coming to the end of what has been a dismal year for car shows, club and  car events. Many of our cars 

haven’t even been out of the garage, other than a few titivating on the drive. I think we could count on one hand how 

many times we have been out in Iris this year. But we did get a bit of a late Indian summer in September,  and we 

tried to make the most of that, as well as get some return on our National Trust membership too. 

We have managed to visit a few venues, Stowe Gardens in Buckinghamshire, well recommended if you have never 

visited, and in September we visited Hidcote Gardens in the Cotswolds and Belton House in Lincolnshire.  Apart 

from good loo facilities for the ladies, they have awesome cakes!  

Hidcote is an Arts and Crafts garden in the north Cotswolds, a stone’s throw from                                 

Stratford-upon-Avon. Created by the talented American horticulturist, Major Lawrence Johnston its 

colourful and intricately designed outdoor ‘rooms’ are always full of surprises. It’s a must-see if 

you’re on holiday in the Cotswolds. 

This is one of our old favourites, plus it is a glorious drive down the Fosse Way         

enriched by the great weather and blue sky's above. We had booked an arrival slot for 

12.30 and Gill had packed one of her special picnics, which also included some of Mrs 

Dorman's tomatoes!  Something of a tradition over recent years, and enjoyed in the    

dedicated picnic area before we entered the gardens.  I have to say credit to the National 

Trust who have organised themselves  exceptionally well with their Covid19 safety 

measures.  The grounds are spacious and visitor numbers limited, so you never feel   

exposed.  

And as you see by the picture , although in disposable packaging, they are still selling amazing cakes  to enjoy       

outdoors . Our second visit was to Belton house in Lincolnshire, again a lovely drive up through Melton Mowbray, 

home of the Pork Pie and Grantham.  We were once again blessed with the weather and Iris purred all the way. It is   

a run like this that reminds you what we have been missing all summer. 
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Belton House Lincolnshire 

Hidcote Gardens  

Sitting elegantly in formal gardens with views across pleasure grounds and an ancient deer-park, 

Belton is often cited as being the perfect example of an English country-house estate 

We had not been back here since the North Leicester MG club had their Charnwood 

Caper run about 5 years ago. Certainly not disappointed. There are some things you 

should never try to do in an MG? Like  open maps whist driving, Angela Varley 

learnt that lesson, in France!  Or put an umbrella up whilst driving, even if only at 30 

miles an hour, another one of Gill’s great memories and another one is never take the 

wife to a garden centre, to the left, this is how Gill enjoyed the run home from Belton 

Garden Centre? I am sure they sell plants closer to home!!  

Hopefully we may get one or two more trips this autumn before the winter sets in. 

Michael 



 8 

BMC & Leyland Show 

On the 6th September we met some of the MGCC MGF Register Central Region at Warwick Services to convoy 

to the British Motor Museum at Gaydon.  There were around 40 Fs and TFs there so a good turnout.  There was 

equally a good turnout of the BMC and Leyland models filling up the car parking in front of the museum.   

The weather was fabulous for the time of year too, allowing everyone to walk round with no coat on.   

The museum was open, although you had to wear a mask. We didn’t look too much round the museum as we 

have been many times before and there were plenty to see in the car park outside.  

The cafe was open too with the chairs and tables in a large area next to the usual cafe.  They provided hot and 

cold food.  Unfortunately you had to queue to get in the museum shop so we didn’t bother having been there        

a few times before. 

Having owned a Metro in the past it was nice to see so many of them at the show.   There were also plenty of 

Rover SD1s and Minis.  One Mini was for sale but Stephen said we didn’t have any room for another car.   

You always see a Morris Minor at classic car events and this was no exception, there were plenty to see including 

a 1,000,000 edition.   

Some of our cars were invited to take their cars to the arena where the man with the mic interviewed the owners. 

We don’t know when the next event we will be able to attend will be, after just hearing that the gathering of      

people is changing again.  Suffice to say we were very lucky to attend this event! 

BMC & LEYLAND SHOW 

6h September 2020 

Bev 
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https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/ 
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Roving About 
Bank holiday Sunday on the 30th August 

we were invited by Rosemary and Dave 

who are members of the Rover Sports 

Register, to their annual road run. This 

was organised by the Shropshire and 

Staffordshire region.   

There were a few classic Rovers and 

three modern ones, plus an MG ZTT, the 

latter used to belong to a fellow who 

worked in the art department on the  

Harry Potter films. 

The run started and finished at the 

Crown pub in Albrighton, 

near Wolverhampton.  

This pub can be traced back to the 16th century. 

It was a very nice run, we had instructions but we mainly followed the one 

in front.  A lovely ride through the Shropshire countryside and very            

fortunate with the weather, which managed to stay dry and sunny. At some 

point we drove through the pretty olde worlde town of Bridgenorth. We 

headed back to the pub for a nice meal before heading home. 

Bev 
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So what can I say about this year so far. January I reached the ripe young age of 65.  
We met all our family and friends at the Cottage Inn Fillongley where we had            
a beautiful meal. Then later on in January Mary surprised me with a couple of nights 
in York at the Sidings hotel.  
 
If any one is interested in trains a night away here is a must as it was such an                 
enjoyable stay. Then in February we booked a large house in the Lake District so we 
could spend a long weekend with our family, children, and grandchildren which we 
all enjoyed immensely, weather wasn’t brilliant but we still made sure that we had      
a lot of fun. Then March came with the pandemic, Covid19  

 
 
Who was to know how dreadful this 
would become for everyone. Mary 
had only just started a little part-time 
job up at the local Senior School 
cleaning, and before long she was         
being furloughed as the school was 
closed until further notice. Six weeks 
later she was asked to return to the 
school to help with a deep clean ready 
for the return of 1,000 children.  
 
 

So she worked all through the Summer getting school ready with her colleagues.  
 
Children  returned through September so many at a time and Mary’s hours changed 
to suit the school hours so as the touch points were cleaned at all times, keeping  children and teachers safe from 
this horrific pandemic. Mary then came home with a cough, sore throat and a bad cold. She thought it would be 
wise to be tested for Covid19! She went online and the nearest testing centre was Wigston. So she booked for 
both of us to be tested. We had the test which was not complicated . We then awaited the test results which came 
through very quickly. Mary was (NEGATIVE) which we were very happy about but she was told to carry on 
taking a few more days off to get over the cold.  
 
I then got a message in regards to my test, thinking mine has got to be the same as I have no  symptoms at all.    
It came back (POSITIVE).  We are now both isolating for 14days. I had to mention who I had been in contact 
with for the last 10 days, so as they could put track and trace into place. My daughter called 119 to ask what to 
do as I had been in contact with her and the family. She was told if you have no symptoms carry on as normal. 
Hold on a minute I never had any symptoms but I have been diagnosed to having Covid 19. No wonder we are 
all confused???? 
 
  

Year 2020 !! 

Keep safe , Regards John. 
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Free to anyone who will collect.  

Pair of doors , boot and bonnet for MGTF in black. 

Plus 4xWire wheels for a MGB OR GT free for collect with tyres 

Contact Graham on 07713249726. 

 

For Sale:- 

MGA 1957 Red , 1622 engine , 5 speed box. 
  Just fitted , two new rear springs , bushes and shock absorbers. 

 

   Contact Graham for further enquiries. 07713249726.  
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Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along 

and meet like-minded people and enjoy the 

magic of the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is 

£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    

details contact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members   

forum 8.30pm. 

North Leicester Monthly Meetings 

The North Leicester MG Club meets at                

The   Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,         

between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton 

Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the 

month. 

 
 

  Web Editor: Colin Knowles 

colin.emailme@gmail.com  

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Membership Secretary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

Treasurer 

John Carr 

01455 209340 

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

 Events  Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 

Editor and Committee 

Member                  

Gillian Ricketts 

01455 553868 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Secretary 

Bev Wright 

01455 845894 
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Deadline for next Torque is 26th October 2020 

Send your articles to Gillian -  mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Events 2020 

SADLEY CANCELLED 


