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April 2023 Edition. 

Can you spot the chairman !! (hiding on front page) 

Car parts to sell. 

Messages from around the club. 

What went on in March 

What's happening in April 

Bedtime reading MGA. 

2023 Dates for your diary. 

Who's who. 
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Any parts or bits you might 

have lying around and would 

like to sell. 

Cars, spares, etc. 

Rules. 

Its between the seller and 

buyer only.  The club holds 

no responsibility for 

anything sold through the 

Torque magazine. 

Item Description Cost Contact 

Discs MGTF rear discs set. Still boxed  £20 
Graham Poole 
07763084294 
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Deadline for next Torque is 26h April 2023 

Send your articles to Graham. Email: graham.poole@homecall.co.uk 

Date Event Details Cost 

Sunday 2 

April 

Pork Pie run. 

Great day out with lots to see, eat and do. 

White Horse. 9.30am.  

Tuesday 4 
April 

Club meeting at the White Horse, Broughton 
Astley. Starts 8pm or come early for a chat and food. 

White Horse. Broughton 
Astley 

 

April 6 Visit to Taylors Bell foundry. Meet at White 
horse for 12.00 or make your own way to 

LE11  1AR for 13.00 . Please tell Bob if you are 

going straight there. 

 

Contact. 

Bob driver. 

£10.50 

Wednesday 
12 April 

Urban Chef run. Starting at the Morrisons car 
park Hinckley at 4.45pm. Drive through some 
lovey countryside to our end venue. Urban 
Chef has built a reputation for quality food. 
We have a full and varied menu with some-
thing to suit the whole family. We go the ex-
tra mile to deliver consistent quality food us-
ing the best ingredients cooked by experi-
enced chefs. We pride ourselves on service 
with a smile, we aim to make every Urban 
Chef experience a good one. 

See notice board.  

Sunday 
23rd April 

Drive It Day is an historic day in the classic car 
calendar. 

Organised each year, by the Federation of 
British Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC), Drive It 
Day sees clubs and individual enthusiasts 
alike take to the road to show off the UK's 
rich transport heritage. 

See notice board.  

    

    

    

        

        

Club Events, Car meets & shows 



 4 

 

What happened in March. 

March Hare Sunday lunch run 26th March 
 

We all met at the White Horse at Broughton Astley at 11.00am on Sunday morning. There were 11 
cars on the run – 34 miles to our end destination. 
Michael was there handing out the Tulip guides but unfortunately Gill was unwell so they were not 
able to do the run. Derek and Val also had to drop out at the last moment which was a shame be-
cause we had a very good run to the Sun at Cottesmore. Linda and I were in the lead most of the 
way and given that the route was, except for the last few miles, the same as the one I had planned 
for our visit to Rutland Water it was quite easy. 
The Sun is a nice country pub in a nice village and we had a separate room at the back and en-
joyed a nice meal and good company. 
When we left each car made its own way home. I decided to switch on Tomtom and set the desti-
nation as Home. However, I quickly realised that it was going to take me along the A47 and 
through Leicester which I didn’t want to do. I wanted to go from Uppingham to Market Harborough 
and then to Lutterworth and home. 
So when we got to the roundabout and it told me to take the third exit I said “No I’m not doing that” 
and took the second exit. 
After this had happened three or four times a voice from the seat next to me said “I don’t know 
why you have got that thing on when all you do is ignore it“ 
“Because it is a gadget and I like gadgets even if I do ignore them” 
“Huh” 
Knowing which side my bread is butter I decided to switch it off and the screen went blank.  How-
ever, as we approached the next junction the blank screen said “In 400 yards turn……” 
And a voice from the seat next to me said “Huh, you don’t even know how to switch the thing off” 
I pulled over and while I was switching it off I tried to sound intelligent, making comments about 
modern technology. Fortunately I wasn’t challenged because I hadn’t got a clue what I was talking 
about. 
I was forgiven before we got home so a great day out ended on a high note. I just hope that Mi-
chael, Gill, Derek and Val will be there on our next run. 
Finally, to anyone who hasn’t been on one of our runs, please join us, we do enjoy ourselves and I 
am sure you would too. 
Look out for the notice board that Derek puts up at every monthly meeting, future events are all 
listed – put your name down, there’s lot going on. 
 
Stuart & Linda 
 

Any further ideas you might have or you would like to achieve during 2023, let the 

events team know, and I am sure they will point you in the right direction... 
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Sunday 2nd Pork pie run. 

9.30 pm start at White Horse. 

Tuesday 4th Monthly meeting 

Starts at  8.00pm.  White Horse. 

Thursday 6th Taylors Bell 

Foundry. 

12.00 start , White Horse. 

Wednesday 12th Urban Chef run.  Meet 

at Morrison's car park at 4.45pm. 

Sunday 23rd Drive it day. 

Meet at Morrison's at 

10.45am. 
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MGA: the Classic & Sports Car  

 

 

The MGA is a paradox – one of the last new designs built with wooden floorboards – 

but now, who cares? It’s a fun, lively, stunning-looking ’50s sports car that is easy to 

drive and cheap to run. 

Accurate, original spec (look for details such as the full toolkit) will be highly valued 

in the future, but a well-restored, rust-free body is the crucial consideration for now. 

FOR 

 Exceptionally good-looking 

 Brisk, usable performance, particularly the Twin-Cam models 

 Practical and economical 

 Eligible for many forms of motorsport 

  

AGAINST 

 Limited luggage space 

 Roadster difficult to secure 

 Convertible hood is a pain to erect 
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MGA specifications 

 

Sold/number built 1955-’62/101,082 

Construction steel chassis, steel body 

Engine all-iron, ohc 1489/1588/1622cc ‘four’ with twin 11/2in SU carburettors, 
or alloy-head dohc 1588cc ‘four’ with twin 13/4in SU carburettors; 68bhp @ 
5500rpm-108bhp @ 6700rpm; 77lb ft @ 3500rpm-105lb ft @ 4500rpm 

Transmission four-speed, three-synchro manual, driving rear wheels 

Suspension: front double wishbones, coil spr ings r ear  live axle, semi-elliptic 
springs; lever-arms f/r 

Steering rack and pinion, 23/4 turns lock-lock  

Brakes 10in drums, 11in front discs on 1600, all-103/4in discs on Twin-Cam and 
De Luxe 

Length 13ft (3962mm) 

Width 4ft 10in (1473mm) 

Height 4ft 2in (1270mm) 

Wheelbase 7ft 10in (2388mm) 

Weight 2044-2128lb (929-967kg) 

Mpg 22-34 

0-60mph 16-9.1 secs 

Top speed 98-114mph 
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The standard MGA should perform briskly; if the engine feels flat, it needs attention. Raising 
the hood will reveal how it fits, plus the noise of the running gear.  

Various stages of tune were offered, involving polishing ports, changing carb needles (or 
swapping for bigger carbs), an uprated cam, higher-compression pistons and so on. Some, 
such as a crossflow head or a supercharger kit, are now sought-after, but over-zealous tun-
ing may affect tractability for normal road use. 

The Twin-Cam’s high compression when new was its undoing, resulting in holed pistons – 
8.3:1 became available and something less than the standard 9.9:1 is advisable now. High 
oil thirst and an inaccessible dipstick didn’t help; it was also too easy to over-rev. Despite 
some common parts, its cylinder block differed from the standard model. Incorrect spark-
plugs and ignition settings also contributed to piston-holing issues, but today a Twin-Cam 
can be a reliable as well as sparkling performer if carefully maintained.  

Any MGA should feel confidence-inspiring, with light, precise rack steering on crossplies or 
radials. The Motor found that running all tyres at 27psi avoided understeer – a recommen-
dation that’s still followed (30psi works well with 155s). An anti-roll bar was optional on the 

MGA price guide 

1500/1600 Roadster 

Show/rebuilt: £35,000* 
Average: £18,000* 
Restoration: £6000* 
  

1500/1600 Coupé 

Show/rebuilt: £25,000* 
Average: £14,000* 
Restoration: £4000* 
  

Deluxe/Twin-Cam Roadster 

Show/rebuilt: £45,000* 
Average: £27,500* 
Restoration: £12,500* 
  

Deluxe/Twin-Cam Coupé 

Show/rebuilt: £40,000* 
Average: £22,000* 
Restoration: £11,000 
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May and June 2023 
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June, July and August 
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August, September, October, November and December. 
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Would you like to take part? 
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We urgently need prizes for the 2023 Ratae raffle. This can be anything 

from bottles, toiletries, confectionary or any unwanted gifts. 

We can also accept gifts in the form of a pledge for services etc. (meal 

out, free MOT, vouchers etc.) 

All donations will be gratefully accepted to help us raise money for this 

years chosen charity, which is the Sue Young cancer support in Leices-

ter. 

If you could bring your items to any of our meetings, that would be 

most appreciated.  Many Thanks. 
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Peter Martin 

Web Editor  

01455 553868 

Awaiting an up-dated photo. 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along and meet like-minded people and enjoy the magic of 

the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton Astley, 

Leicestershire. Family membership is £10.00 p/a, payable in January. For further details contact the 

Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members  forum 8pm. 

Membership Secretary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

Secretary 

Jean Dalby 

07730 051368  

Treasurer 

Stuart Armston 

01455 271064.  

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

Events Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  

Torque Editor     

Graham Poole                

07763084294 

graham.poole@homecall.co.uk 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

CLUB INFORMATION 

jeandalby.slmg@gmail.com  

mailto:jeandalby.slmg@gmail.com

