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   November 2023 

 Torque Magazine 

Next meeting 7th Nov 

Next Ratae meeting  13th Nov 

Car parts to sell. 

Messages from around the club. 

What went on in October 

2023 Dates for your diary. 

Who's who. 
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Any parts or bits you might 

have lying around and would 

like to sell. 

Cars, spares, etc. 

Rules. 

Its between the seller and 

buyer only.  The club holds 

no responsibility for 

anything sold through the 

Torque magazine. 

Item Description Cost Contact 

Discs MGTF rear discs set. Still boxed  Sold 
Graham Poole 
07763084294 

Rear lights MGTF rear lights, left and right complete. £10 
Graham Poole. 

07763084294 

MGF MGF Red, 85,000 miles and FSH £3,250 ono 
M. Tomkinson 
07802449822 

Classic 
Classic Car wing mirrors £15 the pair. Please con-
tact Derek on 97831390270 

Sold 
Derek 

097831390270 

MGTF 4 Alloy wheels with tyres all good, including spare Sold. 
David Pay. 

07539772650 

Workshop Bench Pedestal Drill   
Awaiting 
price 

Glenise Boyer 
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Raffle Prizes 
We know its early but have you any gifts, 

pledges or donations for our  

2024 Ratae Charity Raffle Stall. 

 

Please bring along to any meeting or hand 

over to any committee member . 

Thanks. 
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MG Owners Day Run  

Tamar Valley ,MG People and Places. 
 

In September we spent 10 days in Devon and Cornwall – the first weekend with my daughter 

in Dawlish, before moving on to Looe.  

While we were in Dawlish Linda found out, via Facebook, that Paul and Jean were also there 

to go on the Torbay MG Cream Tea run. We met up with them on Monday morning and had 

a coffee and a chat sitting outside a cafe in Dawlish. A very pleasant couple of hours. When 

we left them we set off for Looe.  

The weather was ok most of the week and the hood was down every day except for the last 

day when we went on the Tamar Valley MG People and Places run starting at Yelverton Golf 

Club. When we got to the golf club, in pouring rain, we bumped into Rich and Kath Hall and 

chatted with them before setting off. The rain was torrential. We stopped for lunch at Start Bay 

where the Allies rehearsed the D-Day landings. At that stage I decided that, with the rain as 

heavy as it was, it was unwise to carry on down narrow country lanes and single track roads. 

We, therefore, took the main road to the next town - Totnes. We then went to Dartington Hall 

and also to the Dartington Cider Press. When we left I put the satnav on to take us to the 

endpoint at the Two Bridges Hotel. That reduced a 40 mile route to 18 miles, and helped us 

avoid potential problems on narrow roads. On Dartmoor visibility was so poor we were 

traveling at about 20 mph and could not appreciate the views which would have been there 

on a good day. We reached the Two Bridges Hotel about 3:30 in torrential rain. We had a nice 

cream tea and chatted again with Cath and Rich (and others) before leaving for the journey 

back to Looe at about 5:30. We won the award for furthest travelled. 

The weather cleared as we left the Two Bridges Hotel, the rain stopped and the sun came out. 

Typical!! 

 

Stuart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stuart and Linda received the 

plaque for the furthest travelled. 

Quick Stuart.. the tide is 

coming in !! 

Is this a MG or a boat ? 
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Buyer Beware! 

Local enthusiast saw a MGB for sale – really good bodywork but in bits, just need to put it to-
gether! Exchange of money and delivery from north Scotland to Hinckley and in the sober 
light of day the enormity of the task becomes apparent. The buyer approached us to rebuild it 
for him, so we accepted the challenge and set to work. 

First task to fit fuel tank, pump and fuel lines. Only problem no tank, no pump. On list to be 
bought. Next brake hydraulics. Nice new reel of copper brake pipe but no screw-in connect-
ors, no rear 3 way junction and no front 4 way connector. Also put on list. Luckily rear drums 
and cylinders are fitted ok, but front calipers seem to be on upside down (and on wrong 
side). No flexible hose at rear. 

Wiring fits ok, but all switches in dash crumble due to age. No wiper motor or mechanism. 
More for the list! No heater box or fan. We do as much as possible while we wait for the 
parts.  

Article sent in by Peter Martin 



 6 

 

Time to check the engine. 

Engine number shows it to be North American. Off comes the head and we see a 
blown gasket across cylinders 1 & 2. Underneath this the block and a deep score also 
going across cylinders 1 & 2 – block is basically scrap. 

Replacement engine rebuilt and painted. 

 
Before engine is fitted the new heater box is reconditioned and fitted, various other engine 
bay parts also fitted.  

 

New clutch fitted to engine and gear box offered up – surprisingly goes straight together as 
smooth as silk. Engine hoist connected to top of rocker box and up she goes. After tilting to 
get gearbox into tunnel all goes well and engine mounts line up. 
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Engine in and mounts lined up and bolted. 

 

Note the old rocker cover used while lifting the engine to protect the new alloy one. 

Dash waiting to be fitted – need wiper motor and mechanism first  
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Rear gearbox crossmember needs attaching and the engine/gearbox are finally fitted! 

 

All that is need is to fit starter, exhaust, carbs, connect remaining wires, radiator and 
hoses, fill with engine oil and numerous other small tasks and it should start and run! 

Rear telescopic shockers. 

Will it run? See next months Torque magazine. 
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Two years ago, while on an MG Coast to Coast trip, Paul and I met some lovely people from the 
Torbay MGOC who told us of their annual charity event which was called “The Giant Pasty Run” 
and included a very large pasty for sharing between driver and navigator.  This sounded fun so we 
booked for 2022.  The event was planned to start on Teignmouth Sea Front but they were unable 
to fulfil all of the council required Health and Safety rules so the event had to be cancelled.  To 
avoid such issues again they changed the event to the “Cream of Devon Run” starting and finishing 

at a hotel at Dawlish Warren so we transferred our booking to this event. 
 
In early September 2023, we checked into a hotel in Dawlish for 5 nights.  It is a lovely little town with a fantastic park 
alongside the small stream that runs down to the sea.  The park is famous for having Black Swans which were gifted 
from Australia many years ago and have thrived here.  The town is also famous for the railway that runs along the sea-
front.  It was sadly destroyed in places in 2014 after a storm hit the south coast.  Although the railway was repaired and 
trains resumed 8 weeks later, the sea defences are still being repaired and strengthened but it is now possible to walk 
from Dawlish to Dawlish Warren.  This railway is part of the mainline between London Paddington and Cornwall and a lot 
of trains pass through.   
 
The weather was fantastic during our visit and we found a pub with a balcony overlooking the railway where we sat dur-
ing the very warm evenings watching the trains.  We became experts on understanding the railway signals and were able 
to predict when the next train would arrive and whether or not it would stop at Dawlish. 
 
We also took a return trip along this scenic line from Starcross to Newton Abbott, along the River Exe, the Dawlish and 
Teignmouth Coastline and River Teign but the trains were severely overcrowded and it was not the pleasant experience 
we had hoped for. 
 
The good weather continued for the Cream of Devon Run.  Around 40 cars met at the Langstone Cliff Hotel where coffee 
was served prior to the run.  After we had studied the route directions we set off along some very narrow, rural roads 
before entering Dartmoor, near to Moretonhampstead.  The scenery from there on was stunning.  There was not too 
much traffic about and we were able to stop now and again to take in the views and watch the Dartmoor ponies and 
other animals.   We drove through Postbridge and Two Bridges before getting to our half way stop at Princetown, within 
a stones through of the infamous Dartmoor Prison.  The route continued eastwards and through Dartmeet and we left 
the National Park at Ashburton.  We then made our way to Teignmouth and back to The Langstone Cliff Hotel where a 
Cream Tea awaited.  We were treated to a cup of tea and 2 very large scones with jam and cream.  The big question was 
– which goes on first?  Jam or Cream.  We went with the Devon way which is cream, then jam …….  We found that we 
had travelled the furthest for the event but didn’t get anything more than a round of applause.  After chatting to other 
participants we left and made our way back to our hotel in Dawlish. 
 
A couple of days prior to the run I saw a post on a social media site stating that Stuart and Linda Armston were in Dawl-
ish at the same time as us.  We made contact and found that they were staying with relatives ahead of travelling to Corn-
wall for an MG run the following week.  We met up on the Monday morning and had coffee and a nice catch up before 
we went on to explore Teignmouth and Stuart and Linda left for Cornwall. 
 
We left Devon the following day and spent a few days in Swansea and the Gower Peninsula. 

 

Jean and Pauls trip out with the Torbay MGOC 

September 2023 

Called “ Cream of Devon Run.” 

Good turnout. 

Wild and free.. 



 10 

 

Some of our Cream of Devon  Run pictures. 

Mooove over then. 
Okay...what's for lunch? 

The lookout. 

Where have all the 

MGs gone ? 

I've got neck ache 

Article sent in by  

 Jean and Paul 
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Article sent in by Derek. 
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The story so far !!. Tune into next months 

Torque magazine  for part two. 
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MG: SOUTH LEICESTER MG CLUB. 
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Regards Graham P . 

Editor  for South Leicester MG Club. 

  

 

Please could you all put your heads together and think of a 

local charity that would benefit from our next years 2024  

Ratae Run. 

It could be a charity close to your heart, or a charity you 

think  needs our  help. 

Any ideas you may have, please pass onto any committee 

member so that we can discuss it at our next meeting. 

Regards. 

Graham D. 

Chairman of the South Leicester MG Club. 

Lost. 

At the last meeting Mike left his new MG hat behind, he 

went back to the White Horse and asked if anyone had 

handed it. The answer was no. So does anyone know 

where Mikes hat might be. ? If found please give to 

Mike Tomkinson or any committee member . 

Thanks. 
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Peter Martin 

Web Editor  

01455 553868 

 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along and meet like-minded people and enjoy the magic of 

the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is £10.00 p/a, payable in January. For further details con-

tact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members  forum 8pm. 

Membership Secre-
tary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

Secretary 

Jean Dalby 

07730 051368  

Treasurer 

Stuart Armston 

01455 271064.  

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

 

Events Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 

Torque Editor     

Graham Poole                

07763084294 

graham.poole@homecall.co.uk 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

07713249726 

CLUB INFORMATION 

jeandalby.slmg@gmail.com  

Kieron Hall 

Committee Member. 

www.mgleicester.org 

mailto:jeandalby.slmg@gmail.com
http://www.mgleicester.org/

