Ratae Run 2016
2016 was the clubs 20th Anniversary of the Ratae Run and we wanted it to be special, that is why we went
for the end venue of Belvoir Castle. I hope you will agree we had another very successful year. With 139
paying entries this is the most successful Ratae to-date in regards to numbers of participants and cars. It
has also been the most expensive too!
Surprisingly over 30% of this year’s entries were first timers and the feedback has been great. We had all
manner of vehicles, lots of MG’s of all types, A’s, B’s, C’s, TF’s TA’s, TC’s, Magnetts and some modern
classics as well MGTF’s MGF’s MG Maestro. We had Jags, Triumphs, fords, Rovers, to mention but a few.
It was great to see them lined up and to swap stories with their enthusiastic owners.
The start was at our Home base the White Horse Broughton Astley, where we meet on the first Tuesday of
the month. Bacon butties, tea and coffee were available on arrival. Michael and Gillian’s team saw to
Parking, registration, breakfast, and waving off at the start, as the event was so popular we had to utilise
some additional parking at the Village Hall.
Halfway was at Gates Garden centre, a large centre near Oakham with shops, the usual plant sales and a
lovely café where refreshments were provided. Colin and Carol’s team were in charge of the safe
movement of vehicles and parking.
The end venue was Belvoir Castle the home of the Manners Family and the seat of the Dukes of Rutland.
Graham (the Chairman’s) team of marshals took charge. After a drive through the wooded grounds the cars
were parked around the castle and their owners were free to picnic, explore the gardens and castle,
participate at one of our stalls or those of our Main sponsor TMS Motor Group and our charity for this year
Adapt, who assist the families of premature babies.
We had 3 awards on the day, a pre 1960 award won by Michael Beck in his MG Magnette. A 1961 to 1980
award won by John Blower in his Ford Zephyr and a 1981 to present won by Michael Milner in his MG
Maestro. Well done to all.
Thanks also to all of you who took part, it was nice to see so many cars and good of you to brave the
weather with your pride and joy. Thanks also to the management at the venues who also helped to make
the day the success it was.
The success of any event is down to planning and organisation, we have put together a great team who are
dedicated and enthusiastic. The run has been a year in the planning and we have gone into minute detail
Thanks to all those who made this possible.
Happy MGing KV

