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WALKING THE LEICESTERSHIRE ROUND
At the beginning of 2016, Paul and I set ourselves a challenge to walk the Leicestershire Round - one of the UK’s long
distance footpaths.
We regularly walk around Broughton Astley and neighbouring villages and had often seen signs for the “Leicestershire
Round” so decided to find out more about it. I download a leaflet giving a little history of the route and the villages that it
passes through and learned that it was created in 1897 to link up small villages around Leicestershire.
On a beautiful Good Friday morning, we did our first section, choosing Dunton Bassett as the start point. We walked in an
anticlockwise direction, for no particular reason. In hindsight it would have been better to go clockwise as, after the second
walk, I found a guide book was available giving details of each section of the route but in a clockwise direction and we were
going the other way! It was quite difficult to work backwards from the instructions, but did help us a few times when we
became totally disorientated.
Our first walk was from Dunton Bassett to Bruntingthorpe, walking a total of 8 miles and discovering the very pleasant
“General Elliott” pub at Willoughby Waterleys where we stopped for lunch.
After the first walk we increased the mileage and started doing at least 10 miles per walk, with the second section from
Bruntingthorpe to East Langton in April clocking up 13 miles.
Finding time to do a complete days walking has been a challenge as Paul works a continental shift pattern and this combined
with other social commitments over the summer, including the MG days we found that by October we had only completed
2/3rds of the route with at least another 3 walks to do.
We had to take 2 cars on each walk. We would leave one in the village we were finishing our planned walk and the other to
the start point. This took a lot of time especially when we were furthest from home - around Rutland and Melton Mowbray.
Not all of the route is across fields. Quite often there are long stretches on village or country roads or along farm tracks or
canal tow paths. It has made us realise just how hilly and beautiful Leicestershire is. We were incredibly lucky with the
weather and most walks were done in very pleasant dry walking conditions, with the exception of those done in quick
succession in December.
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We passed through some of the villages that we have encountered on MG runs, like Hallaton, Somerby,
Saddington Reservoir and Shackerstone.
When we started our challenge, the trees were coming into leaf and the birds were in full song. The new born
lambs were being fiercely protected by their mothers as we walked through fields of sheep and the crops in the
fields were only a few inches high. During the next few walks, we regularly heard Skylarks, Yellowhammers,
Robins, Wrens and many other bird species and saw a variety of butterflies and wild flowers. The crops gradually
grew taller and at one point we encountered a field of sweetcorn that was taller than us! By autumn, the crops
were harvested leaving the fields bare and the leaves on the trees were turning to lovely shades of red and orange
before they dropped.
We squeezed the last 4 somewhat shorter walks into 1 week over the Christmas break to get our challenge finished
within the year as we had planned. At this time the fields were mostly bare apart from some root vegetable crops
and newly sown spring crops, and were very muddy. The only birdsong left was the Robin - the only British bird
to sing all year.
Before each walk, I did some internet fact finding about all of the villages that we would pass through to get some
history. Many were mentioned in the Domesday Book and the villages ending in “by”, Frisby, Rearsby etc were
originally ruled and named by the Danes. Some have strange traditional events, like the annual Hallaton Bottle
Kicking competition. We also found a monument in the middle of a field near Church Langton engraved “Lottery
– 21st February 1886” and found it to be a memorial to the first Grand National winner who ended his days in this
area. We learned that the planting of Browns wood, in the National Forest, was funded by the Rock Group Iron
Maiden to offset the carbon footprint generated by the making of their CD “Dance of Death”.
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Using a phone app, we kept track of the number of miles walked on each of the 13 sections, including the
occasions when we went wrong. We walked a total of 115 miles. The shortest walk was 2.27 miles and the
longest 13.3 miles.
We have now been awarded with a cloth badge from Leicestershire County Council to commemorate our
achievement.
Details of our experience and more photos can be found on the following link to our blog. https://
leicsround.blogspot.co.uk/
It was an enjoyable experience and hopefully we can revisit some of our favourite parts of the walk in 2017.
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Mulled Wine and Mince Pies on Boxing Day Walk—Burbage
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RATAE 2017
to Rockingham Castle

11th June 2017

South Leicester MG Owners Club 21st Annual Ratae
Charity Road Run
Don’t forget to book your place for the 2017 Ratae Run to the prestigious Rockingham Castle. As usual we have a
spectacular route planned. Starting at the White Horse Broughton Astley, you will receive your Tulip Guide to
study while to enjoy your breakfast roll and drink. You will be waved off by Roger “The Flag” to enjoy the scenic
route to the coffee stop, it is then off to the grand entrance of Rockingham where we have dedicated parking.
Included in your entry fee of £26.00 is entrance to the gardens with a special reduced rate to the Castle of £5.00 per
person payable on the day. This is proving to be a popular run as we have 80 cars booked and it is only March so
if you want to join us send in your entry form today.
Gillian and Michael

Club Appeal, your support is needed.
We are asking for donations for the Ratae Raffle and Tombola Prizes. Also New
for this year, Home Baked Cakes for our Great British MG Cake Stall which will be
at the end venue, Rockingham Castle. If you are able to
“Bake a Cake” please speak with Angela or Mary.

For Tombola and Raffle Prizes please bring to
Meetings.
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Louwman Museum – The Hague, Netherlands
Club 75 is a large car club for enthusiasts of the Rover 75 / MG ZT. It is based on the continent and
has members from a number of European countries, with its president coming from Luxembourg.
As Steve is a member of Club 75 we have met up with a few of its members for various events, in
Europe and in Britain.
2016 annual Witsun weekend club event was based in the Netherlands in the province of Limburg.
There were 3 cars from Blighty this year sailing from Harwich to the Hook of Holland on the overnight
ferry.
Me, Steve and Starbug (our car) lead the three car convoy down the hotel in Limburg which a southern
province very close the German and Belgian border. The site of our stay, Rolduc Abbey has a 900 old
history. The beautiful church on the site was the view from our window. In recent times although still
having religious use with the church and boarding for priests etc, it is now a now a university,
conference centre and hotel rooms.
Louwman Museum
We decided to stay on an extra day and sailing back home on the Wednesday night. On the day of our
departure we arranged to meet up with a Dutch couple, Kitty and Axel, who live in The Hague. We had
met them on previous occasions on other Club 75 events. They suggested going to the Louwman
Museum in The Hague which is an extremely impressive private car collection.
Piet W Louwman started his career in the motor trade as a teenager and by the time he was 20 he was
the Dodge distributor for the Netherlands. However it was signing a deal to become the region’s
importer of Toyota cars in 1964 which enabled his business to grow considerably.
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The amazing building is on 3 levels and consists of the very early cars and horseless carriages right up
to modern cars of today. The collection started when Piet Louwman bought a 1914 Dodge in 1934.
The collection spans a 125 motoring history of historic value. Some of the vehicles are only one of their
kind. Some vehicles have famous connections, starring in films such as the Godfather, one of the
actual DB5s from James Bond Goldfinger and the car starring as Genevieve in the film of the same
name. The latter was found in a poor state just consisting of the chassis in the 70s and was restored to
its former glory and is a regular in the London to Brighton rally. Famous people were the owners of a
few of the vehicles, such as Sir Winston Churchill’s Humber, Field Marshall Montgomery’s Sunbeam
motorcycle and Elvis Presley’s customised Cadillac from 1976. Sadly the King didn’t own the car for
long as he died in the following year.
It was nice to see some of the cars are still driven, two of the vintage racers taking part this year in the
Mille Miglia.

Bev

Elvis’s Caddy

Churchill’s Humber
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On Sunday 19th February and for the first time for SLMGC, our club decided to attend with a stand at the
International MG and Triumph Spares Day.at Stoneleigh Park, near Coventry. I have been here before and it is a
good show, so back in September when Chairman Graham asked for interest to display our cars it all seemed a
good idea. Come February I started to panic a little, not having completed any of my winter work, having
removed rear springs, got one flat tire and car generally looking a bit sad, I had doubts, to top it off I had never
given it a thought that the weather may be bad and salt on the roads! I had to buck my ideas up.
We were limited to 3 cars only, so following some late nights in the garage and little help from Gillian, George in
his 1938 TA, Graham in his Midget and me with Iris joined more than twenty MG & Triumph car clubs. George
had his car trailered to the event which was very sensible, luck have it on the day the weather was dry and sunny,
so joined by my new co-pilot Colin, we set off in convoy with Graham, a 7.30am on a Sunday Morning!!.
Gill had packed me sufficient food for a week! And Colin was all wrapped up ready for his first “A” experience.
(That may well be another story!). We arrived in good time and once we had found our spot alongside specialist
traders, automobilia stands and cars for sale, we soon had set up ready for the show, giving us ample time to visit
the mandatory Bacon Butty trailer, which also so happened to be a stone’s throw away from our stand.

Michael

I think we were all a bit optimistic, picnic chairs, newspapers and packed lunches, it didn’t stop all day and the9
minute you sat down someone was their asking whatever. We were inundated with interest for both club and cars.
We also took this opportunity to market the Ratae Run. Still the chairs came in handy for the many club members
who visited the stand to say hi rest and their legs. I wish I had charged a £1 for every photo taken of all of the
cars, it was great fun and rewarding with all the great feedback. We may also have gained a few new members to
the club, and certainly a few more entries for the Ratae.
By 4pm we were packing up and heading for home, I did get some time to wonder around the show bumping into
club members and get those obligatory purchases, A Torque Wrench and pot of swarfega for Gill’s birthday! And
a few bits for Iris.
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Hills, More Hills, Cake and Glasgow Trams.

The EBMVBB meet at Crich Tramway Museum
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We attended a meeting of the Enthusiasts of British Motor Vehicles Built before 1985 (quite a title) on Saturday
14th May 2016.
The meeting was held at the National Tramway Museum at Crich which is high up in the Derbyshire Peaks the
significance of the altitude will become apparent.
The EBMV is a very friendly and as the name suggests very enthusiastic facebook group. This meeting and show
was the first one of four to be held this year. Crich as the northern area meet, Gaydon and Cosford later for the
Midlands area and Bressingham Gardens for the South and East.
As the old Rover (don’t you dare make comment Mr Varley) is now usable we thought this would make a very
pleasant day out and as an enthusiast of all things historic public transport the trams would be an added bonus.
We attended a wartime themed weekend at Crich a few years ago and it was such a superb day out it had got to be
worth the early start to travel there.
At this point I must say that although the car is usable it still has an aversion to driving up steep hills at slow
speed. And yours truly forgot about the last couple of miles into Crich village which consists of a near vertical
ascent through a number of very sharp left and right hand bends. I can assure all the readers that I will not omit to
remember this road again.
After a very pleasant cruise along the A38 up into the peak district we turned onto said mountainside and
proceeded along the ascent. All was fine until having to lift off the throttle at the first left hand S bend. With the
car in first gear with the engine belting away at full throttle opening we started to go slower and then with the
view through the windscreen consisting of little more than sky even slower. As luck would have it there was a
driveway on the side of the road that we were able to pull into or should I say just about limp into before we
started rolling backwards. After letting things settle for a few minutes we made the remainder of the ascent
without
incident. Before anyone thinks about commenting about Rovers it wasn’t only us. A modern Volvo
nearly burnt out its clutch and a modern camper van blew a couple of coolant hoses trying to reach the top of that
hill.
On arrival and driving into the museum grounds from the car park we were greeted by two very jolly guys and
after parking up a selection of homemade cakes provided by the members was available. The sugar content of the
cake was needed to get over the trauma of ascending Kilimanjaro.
Naturally as its name suggests there is a diverse selection of vehicles owned by group members but the most
unusual has to be a Rover P5B camper van.
Most of you will remember the P5B as the
ministerial cars chauffeuring around heads of
state and past Prime Ministers. Surprisingly this
is an original 1970’s conversion. The car was
originally owned by a car dealer who
purchased the car brand new as a standard
saloon. A couple of years later he decided he
wanted to go touring but did not want to tow a
caravan and had the conversion completed.
Apollo as the car, van or whatever it should be
named certainly attracts an awful lot of
attention where ever it appears.
Met time again, the weather remained bright
and sunny for most of the day making the tram rides on open upper decks a very nice experience.
The afternoon was finished off with a pint of real ale in the onsite preserved Edwardian pub and a
light hearted group prize giving including a prize for the best cake.

Dave
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News Board

BLUEBELL RUN
Sunday 7th May 2017
You are invited to join us for this years Bluebell Run.
This MG run involves a drive to the ancient woodland of Badby Woods, near
Daventry, Northants, which is carpeted in bluebells each spring and is
delightful to see.
We will meet at the White Horse, Broughton Astley (or Lutterworth if required) and
take the pretty route to Badby (approximately 25 miles) where we will park up and
then go for a walk through this picturesque village and on up and around the woods to
see the bluebells.
On our return to the village there is the option of Sunday Lunch at one of the 2 very
popular village pubs, or bring a picnic if you prefer.
The woods can get quite muddy, and were particularly bad last year, so please bring
suitable footwear.
For more information, please contact Jean or Paul Dalby on 01455 286337
or by email at jean_ashby@btinternet.com

CLUB INFORMATION

Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Secretary

Graham Dorman

Bev Wright

John Carr

Kevan Varley

01455 289383

01455 845894

01455 209340

07921 257143

13

VACANCY APPLY WITHIN
Committee Member

Committee Member

Events Co-ordinator

Assistant Events

Michael Ricketts

Colin Kingsbeer

Bob Driver

Co-ordinator

01455 553868

01455 273161

0116 3481587
robert.driver@sky.com

Web Editor: Angela

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts
9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,
LE17 4US.
Tel: 01455 553868

Varley
Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk
Web Site: www.mgleicester.org

Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com

South Leicester Monthly Meetings
Membership open to all, so why not come along
and meet like-minded people and enjoy the
magic of the marque.
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at
the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton
Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is
£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For further
details contact the Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members
forum 8.30pm.

North Leicester Monthly Meetings
The North Leicester MG Club meets at The
Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane, between
Crptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton Linford. at
8pm on the third Wednesday of the month.
Contact Chris Tideswell
Tel: 01509 829478
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017
April
Sunday 2nd

Daffodil Sunday Run—Gillian and Michael – Lutterworth Town Hall 9am

Sunday 2nd

Brooklands Museum MG Era day - Angela and Kevan

Tuesday 4th

Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Sunday 9th

MGCC MGB Register Spring Run to Woburn Abbey

Sunday 23rd

Drive It Day – Club Run—Kevan and Angela- Lutterworth Museum

May
Tuesday 2nd

Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Sunday 7th

Bluebell Run (Badby Woods) - Jean and Paul Dalby

Sunday 7th

Charnwood Caper Run

Sunday 14th

Spring Classic event, British Motor Museum, Gaydon

Saturday 20th

Classic Car Rally - Stanton Lakes, Blaby Rotary Club

Mon 29th-Thurs 1 June

Club four night break in the Isle of Wight – please see Colin if you are interested

June
Sunday 4th

MG’s In the Park

Tuesday 6th

Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Saturday 10th

MGC Day – Chateau Impney

Sunday 11th

Ratae Run – 21st year!

Sat/Sun 17th/18th

MG Live! at Silverstone

Thursday 22nd-Monday 26th June Club New Forest Tour based at the Crown
Manor House Hotel, Lyndhurst – please speak to Angela for more details.
Tuesday 4th

Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Sunday 30th

Beaumanor Hall Car Show

Sunday 30th

Yorkshire Pudding Run

August
Tuesday 1st

Monthly Meeting--- The White Horse, Broughton Astley

The Shackerstone Festival is scheduled for Saturday and Sunday 2nd and 3rd September
Piston and Props will be on Saturday and Snday 23d and 24th September

Deadline for next Torque is 21st. April 2017
Send your articles to Gillian - mgricketts@btinternet.com

