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Happy New YearHappy New YearHappy New Year   
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MG3 3STYLE VTi-TECH 2016 
WHAT IS IT ABOUT?WHAT IS IT ABOUT?WHAT IS IT ABOUT?    

No doubt some of you will be thinking, MG3 front cover material, what is this about? Well MG currently have 

2 offerings, the MG6 and MG3, soon to be three with the GS on the way, and in the small economy class the MG 

3 is Big news. The MG3 is the smallest of the 2 and fits in nicely in the hatchback market. MG’s USP with the car 

is that is highly customisable; with 4 different levels of specification, 10 choices of paint colour, a mixture of   

different graphics for the roof, bonnet and side panels, various choices of alloy wheels, different colour mirrors, 

and choices of interior trim. So buying the car straight from the factory there is no doubt that you can buy an 

MG3 exactly how you would like it. 

The MG3 is very affordable starting at only £8,399 for the bottom of the range 3TIME base spec model, up to the 

top spec 3STYLE model. starting at £10,499. In the 3STYLE trim level the car comes with a reasonable amount 

of kit for the money but still manages to undercut most of its competitors. 

 

 

The MG3 is powered by a 1.5 litre petrol engine, 
which creates 106 hp and 137 Nm of torque. This 
power goes through a 5-speed manual gearbox     
getting the car from 0-60 mph in 10.9 seconds and    
doing a top speed of 108 mph. The most outstanding 
statistic about this car is that MG say it will do a 
combined economy figure of 51 mpg, whilst only 
creating 124 g/km of CO2. 

HOW DOES IT DRIVE?HOW DOES IT DRIVE?HOW DOES IT DRIVE?    

 

 

In a world where most car manufacturers are now starting to    

turbocharge small engines to get more power and                    

greater efficiency, the MG3 may feel a little left behind when it 

comes to power. But for most that won’t be too much of an issue 

as long as the car achieves close to its stated fuel efficiency rating 

of 51 mpg. Looks like Steve certainly enjoys driving it, as does 

Mick Brindley, we have two MG3’s owned by club members.  

Above new proud owner of his MG3,    

Steve Wright. 
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New Year? Thinking of buying a new car ? 

Michael  

Being such a small hatch, despite taking 10.9 seconds to get to 60 mph, the car is still playful to drive. The turning 

circle is great, you can throw the car around roundabouts pretty well and you really can just use 100% of the car 

all the time. 

Another benefit to driving the MG3 is that it is really low effort to drive. All of the controls are really light to use 

and can make a long or difficult journey that little bit easier. The car isn’t really too complicated either. All of the 

controls are well placed and do what they say on the tin. 

WHAT’S IT LIKE INSIDWHAT’S IT LIKE INSIDWHAT’S IT LIKE INSIDE?E?E?    

 

 

 

 

 

 

The MG3 has a practical, yet funky interior. One of 

the first things that catches your eye is the cloth seats 

that featured some bold and stylish designs in red down the middle helping to jazz up the interior 

The rest of the interior uses a lot of plastics and does look like the quality could be improved slightly, but at the 

price point you can’t expect much more. The central console of the car holds the stereo system which will play 

FM/DAB radio, CD and Bluetooth music streaming. Underneath are the heating controls for the car, which are 

very retro and fun, especially when adjusting the temperature from hot to cold and you get a brilliant transition 

from red to blue on the dial 

The interior of the car is of course  basic but you are getting it at a bargain price. MG don’t have a built in sat-nav 

in their top model, the 3STYLE, but do supply a selection of phone holders for drivers to mount and use their 

phone’s sat-nav, which is a fair compromise. 

THE EXPERIENCETHE EXPERIENCETHE EXPERIENCE    

Driving any model of MG in England is always a good feeling and the MG3 still lives up to part of that. The MG3 

is stylish, very funky and fun to drive.  It gives you a great sense of ownership knowing that you are less likely to 

see a car configured the same way as yours around. And if you do then it is prime opportunity to have a chat and 

make a new friend. 

VERDICTVERDICTVERDICT    

New Year? Thinking of buying a 

new car? for most people the   

decision normally just comes 

down to price, which puts the MG3 at a great advantage to start and then when you factor in the car’s coolness, the 

funky design and practicality it is actually a really good deal, ask Maureen and Mick or Bev and Steve. 

I am sure MG will go on to sell lots of the MG3, just wish they would re-invent a 

new Roadster style sports  car. Michael 
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We know it's Winter when Graham arranges our indoor activities and what a a night we had on 11th November.  
Long alley skittles at the Heathcote Arms at Croft with a menu of faggots or chicken, chips and peas followed by 
spotted dick ( a bit personal if you ask me) or jam roly poly and lashings of custard.  
 
 The ladies were in high spirits as we had a fight on our hands to win over the men. There were some              
underhanded tactics by the men to put us off, one being a certain gentleman and he shall remain nameless as 
"what goes on tour stays on tour" performed a "Moonie" to his underpants behind the skittles to put a certain 
young lady off who shall also remain nameless.  This caused an awful lot of fluster amongst the ladies with some 
trying to takes photos, fortunately this didn't happen as many had trembling hands!!! The outburst did do its trick 
and did put off the innocent lady's bowling for the rest of the evening but be rest assured he did receive an ear 
bashing when he got home and he promised to apologise for the exposure.   
 
The evening progressed with lots of banter and merriment and the winners were announced by Graham as Val 
and Stan as the individual  highest scorers.  With a roar of great delight the ladies were crowned the winners of 
the evening, bring it on for the next event.  Thank you Graham and Nickie for arranging and to Kevan, Derek 
and Michael for replacing the skittles and gaining splinters along the way. 

 

Indoor SkittlesIndoor SkittlesIndoor Skittles   

Gillian 
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John's Winter Project 

 
We came back from a Car Club run sometime in summer, not on the back of a Green Flag lorry this time. We 

were lucky, we just got home before the problem manifested itself. 

 

The sump gasket had failed and oil was gushing out as though some gremlin had turned the tap on. It wasn’t 

far off dry, below the minimum mark. 

 

Our MG doesn't have a name, unlike many of the cars in the Club. That day, it had several! None               

complimentary. But at least we got home before 

we had major problems.  

 

Thank goodness it wasn't one of those 'coming 

home on the back of a Green Flag lorry' times. 

 

I’ve had a look at it and found all the bolts have 

seized up. I’ve soaked them in 

WD40 but that’s not worked so 

I’ll heat them up and try again. 

Glen made me promise her  

hairdryer wouldn't disappear 

into the garage ... again! 
John Lee 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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 For the 3rd Year running at Ullesthorpe Court Hotel, our annual Christmas Party which was well organised by  

Linda and Stuart , was not a disappointment. Our ladies were all dressed up in beautiful evening wear, stunning as      

always in glitter and sparkle and men in their lounge suits and black tie attire, all very glamorous, a far stretch from 

our oily rags and overalls which we feel far more comfortable in. One of these years I think we should have a party 

in our garage rags?  

Quite a few of us had also booked accommodation too to make an evening of it and enjoy a full English breakfast 

on the Saturday. 

Pre– dinner drinks at 7pm in the bar as per tradition and then invited up to the Blaby Suit for our festivities. On all 

accounts I believe everyone will agree both service and food was excellent, accompanied by entertainment of the 

mandatory balloons flying around the room, such simple things which bring such enjoyment to, well most of us! 

And of course the after dinner disco soon managed at some point in the evening to get the entire club on their feet 

on the dance floor. Well then it is “What goes on Tour stays on Tour” and therefor I can’t reveal anything else,   

other than we had a great evening, and already looking forward to 2017 Christmas bash.   

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Thank you to    

Linda and Stuart 

for organising. 

Michael 
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Val & Derek’s Sunday Lunch Run 

A few MGs and one or two other makes of cars, braved 

the miserable morning for the run and met up in the 

White Horse car park, however soft tops remained      

firmly up!   

Being autumn now, there were definitely ‘leafy lanes’ 

along the way, the leaves being lovely browns, yellows 

and oranges.   

We didn’t go wrong too much. One incident was         

entirely my fault as the next instruction was turn left at 

the roundabout, but being a berk I followed the rest of 

the gang who went straight on.  On the plus side at least 

we didn’t go miles down the road before turning back.  

  

Further on it was fortunate it wasn’t raining for Steve when he got out to open the gate – only then to find that we 

could have driven around the gate over the cattle grid to follow the same road!  We did have to open the next gate 

though.. 

A few leafy lanes later and we had arrived at our destination which was the Dog and Hedgehog at Dadlington.  

We had our own little area of the pub and a lovely lunch. 
Bev 
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After reading Kevan’s article about the Rover SD1 in Februarys Torque 
Magazine, in particular the observation that it was the best and the worst of 
British Leyland’s products, I started to think about how the misguided and 
often incompetent creation of BL ruined what was one of the most successful and innovative companies that    
Britain had seen. 

 

Starting in the late nineteenth century when Starley’s Coventry Machinists Company began producing bicycles, 
the Imperial Rover Cycle Company developed and produced the worlds first safety cycle and most cycles are still 
produced to the same basic design, Indeed in Czechoslovakia the name for bicycle is Rover. 

 

The company moved into car production prior to World War 1 and continued to produce cars following a period of 
war production. During the late nineteen twenties when acquired by the Wilks brothers a decision was made to 
push the products firmly upmarket and started production of Rolls Royce quality vehicles for the establishment. 
The pre war company slogan was “The Rolls Royce of Light Cars”. The Rover Co continued to produce very      
expensive high quality cars until the 1960’s and had a long lasting connection with the Royal Family supplying 
their private vehicles. 

 

Post WW11 Rovers engineers developed the jet engine   
alongside Sir Frank Whittle, leading Rover to produce        
several  turbo jet powered concept cars including the Rover 
BRM that competed in the Le Mans 24 hour.  

 

In the immediate post war period Rover introduced the iconic 
and world acclaimed Land Rover. 

With the development and launch of the P6 or Rover 2000 the 
company threw away the rule book. Following a £10,000,000 
investment not an inconsiderable sum in the late 1950’s they 
produced the most technically advanced and safest saloon car on the European market. Winning the first European 
car of the year award in 1964 alongside the Triumph 2000 it created the UK market for a fast compact 2 litre sports 
saloon car now sadly filled by Audi and BMW. 

 

If only history had taken different turns and politicians had not meddled with the UK car industry we might still 
have a car production company to excel against the inexorable rise in popularity of the premium German brand 
names. 

A thoughtful moment …….. 

Dave 
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At long last a torque mag article from me that does not mention meteorology, in other words it did not matter if it 

rained, froze or fried for this particular event. 

Sometime towards the end of January last year I booked two advance tickets for the show intending to attend on 

the Saturday. However fate had other ideas and on the previous Monday to the event Rosie was notified that she 

had won two tickets that could be used on either day hence the resto show filling a whole weekend. 

Having compiled a list of items to look for in the auto jumble and answering the all important question – which 

stands do we want to visit; we set off for the NEC on Saturday Morning. The only downside to attending any 

event at the NEC is car parking charges; imagine the indignation felt on discovering the car park tickets had risen 

to £12 per car. This is starting to get a bit extreme even for this venue. 

Over 20,000 visitors attended this year’s show and with over 120 clubs, the auto jumble and PC’s live stage     

featuring the restoration of one of the Reliant Super Vans used in TV series Only Fools and Horses there was 

plenty to become immersed in. 

There was the usual array of celebrities with Mike Brewer, Ed China, and Ant Anstead appearing on the main 

stage alongside the original Top Gear Stig and Barry Whizzo Williams.  

We also chatted to Fuzz Townsend and TV presenter Alex Riley. Alex who is a TR7 owner has a Ratae entry 

form and the Ratae is also being advertised in Westgate Classics which is the home of the TV programme Car 

SOS. It’s the least Mr Townsend can do after relieving me of some of my hard earned cash, more of that to come 

in a subsequent episode. 

 

Visits to the Practical Classics Restoration Show 2016. 
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Naturally I have to mention the banned from club conversation name Rover – sorry Mr Varley. One of the first 

ports of call was the Rover P6 club stand who were carrying out an engine autopsy on Ranuld White’s car that he 

campaigned in this year’s Historic Monte Carlo Rally. As our car with the same engine was suffering from the 

same symptoms, the result of the post mortem was of particular interest. Whilst we are on the subject of Rovers, 

the P6 club won the National Car Club Award for the best use of Social Media for the coverage of Ranulds Monte   

Carlo adventures. 

Day two was somewhat shorter as we had to leave early to attend a friend’s Birthday bash in Burton. Never the 

less it was just as enjoyable and having been around the show once on the Saturday there was the opportunity to 

spend more time at the stands we visited and to lose an hour or two at the live stage. 

 

Unfortunately I could not find the parts I needed at 

in the auto jumble but hey ho there will be another 

day when I have recovered from the shock of Mr 

Townsends invoice. 

 

                            Dave  

………….Ranulds Monte   Carlo adventures. 
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Well I booked the tickets months ago and was looking forward to this year's classic car 

show. Off we went up the dreaded M6 motorway and joined the rest of England trying to 

get into the car park. What !! I shouted out to Val, how much!! £12 for the pleasure of 

parking the car. 

On entering hall 4 we prepared ourselves 

for what lay ahead, Remembrance       Sun-

day, all of the halls went so quiet it was  amazing, truly       remem-

bered. Now let's have a look, what do I need? Oh I can't remember, 

hey that looks good just what I need hydraulic drive-on car ramps @ 

£420 what do you want that for, said the boss (Val) . 

Right this is my chance, well you drive the car onto them, pump 

them up and you can work on the car with ease. Just take it to the 

garage the boss said! . Well that's the end of that then, wait a min     

I wonder if the SLMC club would buy them, you know, for the    

members?.. 

That's what I like, said Val, VW camper van, so we had a look at 

them, I would love to go away in one of these, so after I pointed out 

you had to build your bed, no hot bath at the end of the day, Val   

decided it wasn't that good a thing. Yes! Result. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We went to this show last year and got a bit tired towards the end, 

but we found ourselves enjoying ever minute of it this year. 

Clubs for every car ever made, classic cars of every kind, work 

shop events showing you how easy it is to repair your classic,        

a few motorbikes and scooters and big steam rollers. 

If you decide to buy a new classic you need to rob a bank first,  

then you can buy a 1993 Morgan plus 8 for £37,995 show price. 

Val fell in love with a Mazda ZR5 at £29,950, Now! where's that 

bank! 

 

                Derek &Val. 

 

 

Classic Car Show. NEC Birmingham. Sunday 12th Nov 2016 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjosIuO1JbRAhVadlAKHRR8B7AQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdownload.tomtom.com%2Fopen%2Fmanuals%2Fnew_GO%2Fhtml%2Fen-gb%2FFindingacarpark.htm&psig=AFQjCNEK3t_jVM6SLKIze_y
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GET YOUR TICKETS FOR THE 2017 MG AND TRIUMPH           

INTERNATIONAL SPARES DAY 

  

Fans of Britain’s two most beloved sportscar marques have much to look forward to ahead of the International 

MG and Triumph Spares Day on Sunday 19th February at Stoneleigh Park, Coventry, Warwickshire. 

  

More than twenty MG & Triumph car clubs will be exhibiting at the event meaning whatever your preference 

your most likely to find it represented at the show. Owners and experts will be on hand to offer advice and answer 

any questions you may have. 

  

Alongside specialist traders for both marques, the show will host a wide selection of auto-jumble, automobilia 

and cars for sale. Whether you’re after a part, a project or a poster, you're bound to find it at the show. 

  

Advance tickets can be bought at www.mgandtriumphsparesday.co.uk/day-tickets/ and cost just £10*, while  

classic car fans aged under 15 get in free. Tickets will also be available on the door, priced at £12 per adult, with 

free on-site parking. For more information visit the show’s website at www.mgandtriumphsparesday.co.uk. 

 Two Things I would like to give you the heads up on: 

1  For those of you who read last months Torque you will have seen the article 

"Comforting with John Twist" I have been in touch with MG Owners Club and they 

are intending to do  another workshop with John Twist in the 

Spring 2017.  No date has yet been arranged but it will be a  

Saturday. Anyone who is interested please speak to Bob Driver 

and depending on numbers a car share/shares might be         

considered. I think the course is free. 

  

2 Like many organisations Leicester Rotary / Prostaid need to raise money. They are   

doing their first classic car run next year and I have given a little help/advice for this. The date set for this is   

Saturday 20th May 2017.  I hope some of you will support this run as some of them already support our Ratae 

run. 

  

  

 

George 
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Indoor Bowling, Slater Street, Leicester 

Saturday 21st January 2017 at 6pm 

Margaret and Norman are again arranging our annual Indoor  

Bowling 

Food—Faggots or Chicken £10.00 per person 

Booking essential  

News Board 

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 TUESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 8PM 

 START 

      ****************************** 
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Treasurer 

John Carr 

01455 209340 

Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along 

and meet like-minded people and enjoy the 

magic of the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is 

£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    

details contact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members   

forum 8.30pm. 

North Leicester Monthly Meetings 

The North Leicester MG Club meets at The       

Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane, between 

Crptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton Linford. at 

8pm on the third Wednesday of the month. 

Contact Chris Tideswell 

Tel: 01509 829478 

 

Web Editor: Angela 

Varley 

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk 

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

Membership Secretary 

Kevan Varley 

07921 257143 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Committee  Member 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

Secretary 

Bev Wright 

01455 845894 

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587           

robert.driver@sky.com 

 

Events Co-ordinator 

Martin Wright 

0116 2715517 

martin.wright50@btopenworld.com 



 16 

Deadline for next Torque is 27th January  2017 

Send your articles to Gillian -  mgricketts@btinternet.com 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017 

 

January 
Tuesday 3rd  Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Tuesday 10th  Ratae Committee meeting – 7:00 pm, Holly Bush, Ashby Magna 
  (anyone who would like to help with the Ratae is most welcome to attend) 
Saturday 21st  Indoor bowling, Slater Street – start 6:00 pm 
 
February 
Tuesday 7th  Monthly Meeting and AGM—The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Friday 10th  Darts Night at the White Horse – 7:00 pm, fish and chips plus dessert £10 per head 
Sunday 19th MG and Triumph Spares day at Stoneleigh Park – we have submitted an entry for a Club 

stand 
 
March 
Tuesday 7th  Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Fri 31st – Sun 2 Apr  NEC Restoration Show 
 
April 
Sunday 2nd  Brooklands Museum MG Era day - it is hoped to arrange a Club trip to this event 
Tuesday 4th  Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Sunday 9th  MGCC MGB Register Spring Run to Woburn Abbey 
Sunday 23rd  Drive It Day – Club run (Kevan and Angela) 
 
May 
Tuesday 2nd  Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Sunday 14th  Spring Classic event, British Motor Museum, Gaydon 
 
June 
Tuesday 6th  Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Saturday 10th  MGC Day – Chateau Impney 

 
Sat/Sun 17th/18th  MG Live! at Silverstone 
Thurs 22nd-Mon 26th Club New Forest Tour based at the Crown Manor House Hotel, Lyndhurst – please speak 

to Angela for more details 
July 
Tuesday 4th  Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Sunday 30th  Beaumanor Hall car show 
Sunday 30th  Yorkshire Pudding Run 

Sunday 11th  Ratae Run – 21st year! 


