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Drive it Day started sunny but a little cool, we all met up at the Lutterworth 
museum open day as we did last year. The display of cars looked really 
good lined up in the car park. The museum provided drinks and biscuits 
and some interesting displays, one chap had a display of over a hundred 
model busses (what ever floats your boat). 

Some of you may have listened to the BBC Radio Leicester Sunday morning programme "Clueless". Well they 
put in an appearance and one of the clues was located in Graham's car, Graham, Angela and George all got to say 
a few words live on radio! As soon as they arrived they were gone and cars started to set off on the run, at one of 
the junctions it seems there was a sign missing but the more intrepid amongst us took it in their stride. Colin and 
Carol were first to arrive at the Crown Saddington, 'This must be a world record, Colin could get lost in a car 
park! They had not put a foot wrong well done both!  

The Sunday lunch in the Crown was excellent and the views across Saddington Reservoir in the sunshine       
spectacular, the sunshine had stayed with us and after lunch we sat out in the beer garden swapping stories and 
listening to Colin crowing about his new found prowess! 
Thanks to all that took part, we look forward to enjoying drive it day with you again in the future.  
 

Drive it Day 
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Cheers Kevan & Angela 
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The Bluebell Run, held on Sunday 7th May 2017 was a little more eventful that I would have liked this year.  We 

were however extremely lucky with the weather as it was a beautiful sunny and warm day allowing us all to go 

“topless”.   

6 cars were booked and lunch reserved at the Windmill Inn, where 

we had a very nice Sunday Lunch last year but I received a phone 

call on Friday evening to say the chef had suddenly walked out 

and they could no longer accommodate us.  So the rest of Friday 

evening was spent trying to find an alternative and then emailing 

the MG members to make sure they were ok with the new         

arrangements.  Of course they were!!   Trying to make a last     

minute booking for 12 was not easy but I eventually managed to 

get us booked into the New Inn, Long Buckby Wharf which was 

on the way home.   

After an easy drive down the A5 and A361, we arrived at Badby and left our cars – all MGF/TF’s - in the      

Windmill car park as arrangements had been made with the landlady that we would have coffee before setting off 

on our walk.  What she failed to tell me was that they don’t open until 12 – we arrived at 11:15 

After everyone had changed into suitable footwear, we took a slow walk up to Badby woods and before too long 

were walking amongst millions of bluebells which were definitely at their best.  Parts of the woodland were just a 

sea of blue.  This year we took a different route through the woods, climbing a bit higher and avoiding the very 

wet area that had caused us problems last year.    

On our return to Badby village, we went to the Windmill Inn for a well deserved drink but they were obviously 

missing their chef and struggled to cope with our tea and coffee orders.   

We then drove in convoy through the beautiful Fawsley estate and stopped for a while to enjoy the sunshine and 

take in the views of the surrounding countryside and lake before continuing to our lunch venue. 
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11th June 2017 

95 Booked 

We arrived at the New Inn, Long Buckby Wharf at our scheduled time to find that there were only 2 free car park 

spaces in their very small car park.  The other 4 had to wait for mores spaces to become free.   Whilst waiting we 

spotted another MG  - a very nice MGB, neatly backed into its car park space.  It drew attention from our group 

as it was a left hand drive and had 3 windscreen wipers.    

We finally sat down at our table, cars suitably parked and lunch ordered.  One of the more observant members of 

our group noticed a lady leaving the pub with an MG Tshirt on – in fact it was exactly the same as the one Steve 

was wearing.  She and her other half were owners of the MGB we had admired on arrival.  She stopped to chat 

for a while and we quickly realised she was American.  She told us the MGB had been imported to the UK from 

Los Angeles where she came from.  She then left, only to return a couple of minutes later to ask if any of us had 

jump leads as the battery was flat.  Steve to the rescue!!!  He went and positioned his car in front of the MGB but 

then found the battery was under the back seat and his jump leads were not long enough.  So the MGB needed to 

be pushed out of the parking spot.  At this point shouts were heard from the pub that lunch was being served.  The 

lady told Steve to go and eat and they would wait and enjoy the sunshine. 

It was a very good Sunday lunch - certainly worth waiting for, as were the desserts, one of which had the unusual 

name of “Chocolate Lumpy Dumpy”.  Colin got the name wrong and nearly got us thrown out when he asked for 

2 “Chocolate Rumpy Pumpys” -  anyone can make a mistake.   

Steve returned to the MGB with the flat battery and finally got it going again.  The lady in the MG T-shirt later 

tracked him down on Facebook and posted a message describing him as “the hero of the day”.  It turned out she is 

from Hinckley so maybe a potential new member for the club. 
Jean Dalby 
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ROUND AND ROUND THE MERRY GO ROUND 

The first event for the West Midlands Classic                   
 

On Sunday March 12th we attended the inaugural event for the WMCCOC. The start of the fun run to a pub near 

Meriden was the car park of Morrison’s supermarket in Coleshill. 

Prior to leaving home the old Rover’s points and condenser started to become troublesome. Fortunately it was a 

reasonably late start time and a bit of quick fiddling with a screwdriver sorted the problem.  

Off we trundled to Coleshill and when we reached the supermarket car park met up with a lot of old faces from 

the Rover Sports Register, Middleton Motors Monthly and even the lady who was Rosemary’s chief Bridesmaid 

all those years ago. 

Now the fun started, the guy leading the convoy got his sat nav confused which resulted in twenty or so classics 

driving around in circles negotiating big roundabouts an in and out of Morrison’s car park for what seemed like 

an eternity.  

Several gallons of super unleaded later we all got underway to the pub venue. After a pleasant pint or two we all 

headed home in our various directions. Unbeknown to us this was where the fun was about to start. 

Following an uneventful journey we decided to call at our local hostelry for a quick bite. This necessitated a trip 

to the magic hole in the wall to get some folding money. No problem as the Sainsburys cash machine is in the 

same car park as the pub. After collecting the folding stuff, return to the car and on no account would it start.  

This heralded the arrival of a knight in shining armour who was a fellow classic owner who was waiting for his 

wife to do the weekly shop. This very kind gentleman gave me a hand to reset the points again and away we go 

without further issue. 

All in all it was a bit of a different day and somewhat fraught on occasions but a nice opener to meets and runs 

season. 

Dave H 
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John and Mary  

On Sunday 30th April, bank  holiday  weekend , John and Mary  kindly invited us along for afternoon tea at  The 

Tramway Inn, Stratford Upon Avon. It was a belated birthday  present for Mary, and with the glorious weather we 

set off  for an early  start with tops off, that’s Freddie and Iris our MG’s. 

We left Lutterworth at 8.30 am and headed down the Fosse Way to Hilltop Farm, near Leamington Spa for one of 

their famous Breakfasts. We have been here before on a club breakfast run, we were not disappointed, great      

service and a fantastic breakfast and set up for the day, we continued now to Charlecote Park, near Stratford .     

Charlecote Park is an amazing 16th-century country house, surrounded by its own deer park and gardens, this was 

the end venue for last years MGA Register and would be a grand location to end the Ratae, situated on the banks 

of the River Avon near Wellesbourne, about 4 miles east of Stratford-upon-Avon and 5.5 miles south of Warwick.    

As you know MG’ing is thirsty work so following a brief walk around the house and gardens it was time for      

mid-morning coffee! As Gill was in the chair , it was “just coffee “and no cake! Saving ourselves for the            

afternoon tea. 

It was time to head into Stratford and to park up, this is where we had a pleasant surprise. We parked at The 

Tramway Inn car park  and from here you can easily walk across the river into Stratford, ( no car parking charge). 

When we walked into town we found it was the Startford Festival of Motoring, a real treat, with all of the streets 

closed for what must have been well over 300 classic and super cars of all marques on display. The town was a 

real buzz, with live music, market stalls and entertainment, a certain for the diary 

next year.  

It was soon time to head back to the Tramway 

for our afternoon tea, which was delightful, 

before setting off home, it was getting a bit 

dark over Bills Mothers, so for the home drive 

it was tops up, but a very pleasant day, and a 

great day with two treats. 

Two Unexpected Treats 

Michael 
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On Saturday the 29th of April Angela and I went on the A1 
Steam locomotive trusts "North Britain Tour". Angela's dad had 
treated us for Christmas and we did it in style in First Class 
Dining! The carriage was 40+ years old and dripped with class, 
the seats were roomy and very comfortable, the service was  
silver and the company excellent. 

We set off from Leicester diesel hauled at 07:00 through Derby and Sheffield to Doncaster where we lost the    
diesel and were picked up by 60163 Tornado. During this time we were served our breakfast, Bucks Fizz, Orange 
juice, a medley of fresh fruit and natural yoghurt, Cereals, Full English and toast, washed down with loads of    
coffee.  

 

 In 1990 a group of people came together to share an    
extraordinary ambition – to construct a brand new       
Peppercorn A1 Pacific.  They formed The A1 Steam     
Locomotive Trust and after nineteen years of incredible 
effort that     locomotive, No. 60163 Tornado, moved   
under its own power for the first time in 2008. 

Now steam hauled we headed off through the Yorkshire 
Dales, through Keighley and Skipton, over the Ribble 
Head Viaduct, (a bucket list item for me) through Settle 
and Appleby to Carlisle. With a light lunch on route, we 
were starting to get full by this stage but the alcohol was 
being served and a couple of pints of Heineken and a   
Cider revived us. 

We had an interesting stop on route to take on water, they had parked a tanker on a road bridge, we stopped      
underneath and it took around 15 minutes to fill her up. 
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After a two hour stop in Carlisle long enough to remind us what a dump 
the place is we were off again. We followed Haidrians Wall and the 
Tyne river over the top of England through Haltwhistle and Hexham to 
Newcastle. Here we said goodbye to Tornado and hello to another    
diesel we also started Dinner. 

Thai Tiger prawn skewers, Roasted loin of Suffolk Pork, Caramel 
Rocky Road Browny, a selection of cheese and biscuits coffee and 

mints, all washed down with a nice Merlot (hard to pour on a rocking train). We were well stuffed now. 

The journey back to Leicester flew buy, one of the chaps on the train,(a big tigers fan) had a speed app on his 
phone, we recorded 102 mph on the way back. Arriving at London Rd Station at 10:30. 

Angela and her dad are the Steam buffs, and both have an engine drivers certificate from the Great Central, a lot 
of the technical stuff flew over my head. It was a long day but very rewarding and for me the viaduct was the 
highlight, I was also reminded how picturesque the Yorkshire Dales and the Far North of England is, I feel a 
long weekend coming on maybe in the MG. 

If you get the chance it is a great experience and a reminder of how Great Britain was. Kevan 
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CHARNWOOD CAPER  

Sunday 7th May was the annual North Leicester Run, The Charnwood Caper, five cars met at Pets at Home for 

the drive to  Quorn Station with other members going direct.  Quorn was busy as there was a heavy goods day 

and the engines were firing up early.  After the mandatory drink and  nose powdering, the general chitter chat and 

not forgetting the admiration of   Norman and Margaret’s new addition, a beautiful sleek Jaguar, we were off on 

the road.  All was going well, we passed through some beautiful named villages, Copt Oak, Osgathorpe, Giffy 

Dam, Breedon and Wilson until we missed a turning.  It wasn’t that Michael didn’t listen or that I read the wrong 

direction we just did!!  Well you know that feeling, we have done quite a few tulip runs and have never got in 

such a mess, we did see Margaret and Norman in various directions and that made it worse. We managed to right 

ourselves and eventfully end up at the coffee stop, a coffee and half a scone helped.  So to the second half and we 

did it again, missed a turn, this time though we abandoned the tulip guide and went back to basics and followed 

the road signs.  This proved to  be a good move as after a few miles we eventually caught up with the run and cut 

out five miles, much to the amusement of Kath and Richard who stopped their A to ask where we had been!!  The 

end venue was Elvaston Castle Country Park and we all had our picnics at the ready.  After a late lunch we had a 

walk into the park , the Castle is not open to the public but is an impressive building and the there are 200 acres 

of  open parkland,   woodland and formal gardens and it was a hive of activity with families enjoying a day of fun 

in the sunshine.  After a chat with the Chairman his conclusion to our mis-adventures was that we needed to do 

more tulip runs for   practice. 

 Gillian 
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MISTERTON HALL  Spring Craft and Plant fair. 

We had a very good turn out of club members and their cars at this 

years event which took place on the 14th May. The Misterton Hall 

Spring Craft and Plant fair has become an annual event for the club 

has grown considerably over the years . This year apart form far 

more craft stalls, plant sales and food glorious food, the display of 

classic vehicles  has grown significantly, albeit dominated by the 

South Leicester crew, displaying 12 cars in total. 

We started off from Lutterworth town hall in convoy, very          

convenient for the Ricketts! Although we always seem to be last on 

the scene! The sun was shinning and clearly the polish had been out 

as everyone had turned up in shining gems.  

It was especially pleasant for Derek and Val Everett, who          

welcomed the company, having attended totally alone last year! It 

was the usual banter and hampers of food ,picnic chairs  and kettles   

positioned.  Never fails to amuse me at these events, off toddle the 

ladies to the plant stalls, scarves, jewellery and usual arbitrary    

paraphernalia and so  off go the men to the hog roast, scones, hot 

dogs, used tools and amp meters!  We do get our priorities right 

don’t we.  

All was going so well when the British Summer Weather showed a 

face, we went from glorious sun shine to tropical hail storm in a 

matter of minutes, with every one running for shelter, can you fit 

20 people in a Gazebo? Glenise can! Only Mick Bindley weathered 

the storm , sat in his chair with a very large oversized umbrella and 

continued to enjoy his lunch! Or did Maureen lock him out of the 

car, we will never know.  

The storm was over as quick as it arrived and out came the sun, the 

troops hastily dried off the cars in readiness for the CONCOURS 

D’ELEGANCE for vintage and classic cars. There were whispers 

some one had won in the club, this would be the second time as 

Roger did win two years ago, and the tension grew , Alberto Costa 

presented the winners, and much to our surprise Iris came runner 

up to a magnificent Austin Healy which had taken 7 years to totally 

rebuild. 

Another great club run and entertaining day. Michael 



 12 

News Board 
Glenise will be taking orders for club  fleeces, caps, poo shirts etc. 

 Polo Shirts  £15  /    Fleeces £25  /   Round Neck T Shirts   £12 

 Caps  £10  /  Sweatshirts    £18  /  Half Zip Sweatshirts   £20 

 Oxford Pale Blue Smart Cotton Shirts £25. 

 All the above will be embroidered with the Club logo     -    samples will be available t    

to see at the next meeting 
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Treasurer 

John Carr 

01455 209340 

Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along 

and meet like-minded people and enjoy the 

magic of the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is 

£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    

details contact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members   

forum 8.30pm. 

North Leicester Monthly Meetings 

The North Leicester MG Club meets at The       

Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane, between 

Crptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton Linford. at 

8pm on the third Wednesday of the month. 

Contact Chris Tideswell 

Tel: 01509 829478 

 

Web Editor: Angela 

Varley 

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk 

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

Membership Secretary 

Kevan Varley 

07921 257143 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Committee  Member 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

Secretary 

Bev Wright 

01455 845894 

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                      

robert.driver@sky.com 

 

 Events  Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 
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Deadline for next Torque is 22nd June 2017 

Send your articles to Gillian -  mgricketts@btinternet.com 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017 

  

June 

Sunday 4th   MG’s In the Park 

Tuesday 6th   Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley 

Saturday 10th   MGC Day – Chateau Impney 

Sunday 11th   Ratae Run – 21st year! 

Sat/Sun 17th/18th  Midsummer Vehicle Festival, Ashby Magna—Graham 

Sat/Sun 17th/18th  MG Live! at Silverstone 

Thurs-Mon 22nd/26th MG’s in the New Forest 

Saturday 24th    Husbands Bosworth Festival Party in the Park 

July   

Sunday 2nd   Trains, Boats & Teas—Visit to Peter Stevenson's House   - see Bob Driver   

Tuesday 4th                Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley 

Thursday 20th   Evening Run—Glen and John Lee 

Sunday 30th                Beaumanor Hall Car Show 

Sunday 30th                Yorkshire Pudding  Run 

 August 

Tuesday 1st                    Monthly Meeting--- The White Horse, Broughton Astley 

Thursday 3rd.   Bletchley Park Club Run— Stuart and Linda Armston 

Saturday 5th   Glen Parva Summer Gala—Dorothy Avenue Playing Field 2pm to 5pm  

Sunday 6th.   Sunday Lunch Run— Stuart and Linda Armston 

Monday 28th   A47 Auto Jumble & Classic Vehicle Show 

September 

Sat/Sun 2nd/3rd  Shackerston Family Festival 

Tuesday 5th   Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley 

Friday 15th   Battle of Britain Flight—Robin Carpenter 

Sat/Sun 23rd/24th  Piston & props—Sywell Classic Motoring Festival—Bob Driver 


