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This is the fifth year running that “Gill –i-am” and I have organised the Daffodil Run and each year we seem to
attract a few more cars, this year we have not been disappointed with 29 cars leaving Lutterworth, plus one or two
joining us at the end venue. A great turnout for the club, it is nice to see more of our club members coming
together and joining in on the club runs. It was even a greater surprise when my Mum (86) turned up with my
brother in his new Aston Martin, they looked quite a couple ! We are currently trying to convince him to rebadge
the Aston and join the club?

A couple of years ago we extended the invite to the North Leicester and they too came along with 15 cars. Well
“WoW”, what weather we had, beautiful blue sky's meaning hoods down all day and basking in the sun with our
picnics at the end venue; Newham Paddocks, which is where we as a tradition join the official Daffodil Sunday
Spring Fair organised by the Revel Church’s. It is always a bit risky with an early run in April and we have been
known to have Snow and blistering wet winds, however this year we got it right.
We decided to include a raffle for our club Charity, Home Start, and raised an outstanding £82, thank you all who
supported the event.
We refreshed the very first Daffodil route, which many of you may have recognised and including a coffee stop,
Manor Farm Shop, which for many turned out to be a breakfast stop too! Why not. Although we visited many
picturesque villages and gated roads, you were never more than a few miles away from Lutterworth, just goes to
show how much we do have on our doorsteps, and you don’t need to travel far to find new places.

Michael
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Gosh what do I wear..... ?

Well what a day to remember!! Back in February at The MG and Triumph Spares Show, Stoneleigh Park,
Michael was approached by the editor of MG Enthusiasts magazine and asked if he would be interested in being
interviewed for an article on "Iris" of course he said, but didn't think anything would materialise, well how wrong
can you be when Simon telephoned and asked when would we be free, me as well, gosh what do I wear.....
We needed to find a photo location, Burghley House sprung to mind, not really said Simon the car is the focus not
the location. We were still undecided when Simon came to interview us, he was interested in the restoration of
"Iris" and where we have been and who with. Simon drove a MG BT and had driven a few miles out of
Lutterworth looking for a good spot for a few photos and came up with picturesque Bitteswell, right on our
doorstep. Interview done, he took a few photos of "Iris" on the drive with Michael as his assistant, I was
frantically trying to decide what hat to wear, it' s alright for men but we ladies have to look right! Off we drove to
Bitteswell, I had decided on a bobble hat, very fetching.

The sun had to be in the right direction and a beautiful old farm house chosen, Simon knocked on the door and
asked could we use. "Iris" duly positioned the camera started to roll, after a while we were attracting a bit of
attention and we were approached by a few more villagers, would we like to use their property! It was then the
action shots, drive up and down towards Ullesthorpe, look natural said Simon, which was a bit difficult as he was
lying in the grass verge and we did wonder if he was all right!! A few more driving by the daffodils, drive around
20 miles so that I can get the angle right, Simon said, we forgot the speed hump which gave us the giggles.
We did thoroughly enjoy the whole experience and have to say we do live in a beautiful area.

Gillian
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Pride of Longbridge rally 2017
What do people think of when they hear the name Longbridge? BL strikes, Red Robbo, badly built cars? Yep, all
that and yet hundreds of cars and their owners make the annual pilgrimage to Crofton park opposite the famous
factory on Lowhill Lane, Longbridge.

This is a celebration of the cars we all know and love and the people who worked in the factory from the times of
the Austin right up until the modern MGs. The latter sadly not built by the Longbridge workers, but in the factory
in Shanghai, China. However there is still a considerable sized part of the site that is now the technology centre
for designing and development of new cars.

We picked up Dave and Rosemary on the way in the MG3. After queuing for an hour or so (!) to get in the park
we found the rest of the new MGs, parked up and put the kettle on. After having lunch, we all headed out to have
a look at the cars. We didn’t get to see everything as the huge park was full of probably over a thousand cars, all
having being built or have a connection to the Longbridge site.
The weather was favourable, although very windy, but the sun remained out with a few clouds here and there.

Bev
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RATAE 2017
to Rockingham Castle

11th June 2017

95

Booked

South Leicester MG Owners Club 21st Annual Ratae
Charity Road Run
Don’t forget to book your place for the 2017 Ratae Run to the prestigious Rockingham Castle. As usual we have a
spectacular route planned. Starting at the White Horse Broughton Astley, you will receive your Tulip Guide to
study while to enjoy your breakfast roll and drink. You will be waved off by Roger “The Flag” to enjoy the scenic
route to the coffee stop, it is then off to the grand entrance of Rockingham where we have dedicated parking.
Included in your entry fee of £26.00 is entrance to the gardens with a special reduced rate to the Castle of £5.00 per
person payable on the day. This is proving to be a popular run as we have 95 cars booked and it is only April so if
you want to join us send in your entry form today.
Gillian and Michael

Club Appeal, your support is needed
We are asking for donations for the Ratae Raffle and Tombola Prizes. Also New
for this year, Home Baked Cakes for our Great British MG Cake Stall which will be
at the end venue, Rockingham Castle. If you are able to
“Bake a Cake” please speak with Angela or Mary.

For Tombola and Raffle Prizes please bring to
Meetings
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Faggits and Pays. We’m agooin to the Black Country agin.
Yawn - yawn, British Bank Holidays. What a tiresome thing these holiday periods are. The weather is always
dodgier than Arthur Daly’s car sales and even worse are the TV repeats which are more ancient than Stephen
Wrights wardrobe. Not to mention all the Sunday afternoon drivers of a certain age in Toyota shopping trolleys
clogging the roads up on their way to garden centres up and down this fair isle. The good news last year was the
weather was beautiful and the old currant bun blazed away all day.

Looking for something to do that didn’t involve turning into a cabbage in front of the big colourful box in the
corner or horror of horrors DIY we decided to pitch up at a meet up of the MGF register central group at the Old
Wagon and Horses between Stourbridge and Kidderminster.
The group meetings or should I use the appropriate dialect term for the area - “matings” are always well attended
and take place at the same time as a local classic car meeting. “its gud railly cuz lets ferce it wun MGF starts to
look like another wun after a while”.
On arrival we were greeted by friends from Ashby who
had also decided to turn up at the last minute. After a
wander around the cars and a chat and drink, the great
being that is the God of Black Country brewing dictated
that we should travel to a brilliant pub in neighbouring
Chaddesley Corbett. The food is also better at the Swan
than in the pub where the event is held. Being a devout
follower of the GBCB ( God of Black Country brewing )
it would have been heresy not to visit the Swan.

After a topless charge through the lanes soaking up the rays, we arrived at our destination, the broad sunlit uplands
(sorry for the Churchill plagiarism) that is a Daniel Batham’s pub and the magnetic spell of the best bitter drew me
in as soon as we pulled onto the car park. Not only do they sell the nectar of the gods but the food is great. There
are always a lot of local delicacies on offer including the best faggots you have ever tasted and local sausage made
at the butcher’s in the village. it’s a real shame the don’t do “gray pays and bearcon”, but you can’t have
everything I suppose. I was tempted to write all of this in dialect, but thought it would be a wee bit indecipherable.
If anyone needs a “translaeter” for the dialect phrases, I will be happy to at a future club
Dave H.
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Freddie’s 2017 First Trip to Chastleton House and Gardens

Freddie's first trip out was on Sunday 9th April to Chastleton House and garden which was passed over to the
National Trust in 1991. 2017 marks the 20th Anniversary of Chastleton being open to the public. This Jacobean
country house and garden was build between 1607 and 1612 by Walter Jones which has remained essentially
unchanged for over 400 years. It's just like stepping back in time in the ancient family home. Attached are some
photos of the house which was taken on our trip on the beautiful Sunday sunny afternoon.

John and Mary

8

FOR SALE
Dear Sirs
Unfortunately, due to poor health, I am seeking enthusiasts to purchase my ’67 MGB and ’57 MGA
Roadsters; these are both nut and bolt, body off, every item replaced or reconditioned over the 23 years of my
ownership. All receipts are available.
My telephone number is: 01509 415 333 (there is an answerphone). Email: keithwiridge@gmail.com
I live in Barrow Upon Soar and was a member in Ken Humber’s time.

Keith Ridge
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FOR SALE
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Web Editor: Angela

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts
9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,
LE17 4US.
Tel: 01455 553868
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Varley
Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk
Web Site: www.mgleicester.org

Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com

South Leicester Monthly Meetings
Membership open to all, so why not come along
and meet like-minded people and enjoy the
magic of the marque.
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at
the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton
Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is
£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For further
details contact the Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members
forum 8.30pm.

North Leicester Monthly Meetings
The North Leicester MG Club meets at The
Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane, between
Crptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton Linford. at
8pm on the third Wednesday of the month.
Contact Chris Tideswell
Tel: 01509 829478
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017
May
Monday 1st

A47 Auto Jumble & Classic Vehicle Show

Tuesday 2nd

Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Sunday 7th

Bluebell Run (Badby Woods) - Jean and Paul Dalby

Sunday 7th

Charnwood Caper Run

Sunday 14th

Spring Classic event, British Motor Museum, Gaydon

Sunday 14th

Misterton Hall Craft and Plant Fair

Saturday 20th

Classic Car Rally - Stanton Lakes, Blaby Rotary Club

Monday 29th

A47 Auto Jumble & Classic Vehicle Show

Mon 29th-Thurs 1 June

Club four night break in the Isle of Wight – please see Colin if you are interested

June
Sunday 4th

MG’s In the Park

Tuesday 6th

Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Saturday 10th

MGC Day – Chateau Impney

Sunday 11th

Ratae Run – 21st year!

Sat/Sun 17th/18th

Midsummer Vehicle Festival, Ashby Magna—Graham

Sat/Sun 17th/18th

MG Live! at Silverstone

Thursday 22nd-Monday 26th June Club New Forest Tour based at the Crown Manor House Hotel, Lyndhurst –
please speak to Angela for more details.
July
Sunday 2nd

Trains, Boats & Teas—Visit to Peter Stevenson's House - see Bob Driver

Tuesday 4th

Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Thursday 20th

Evening Run—Glen and John Lee

Sunday 30th

Beaumanor Hall Car Show

Sunday 30th

Yorkshire Pudding Run

August
Tuesday 1st

Monthly Meeting--- The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Thursday 3rd.

Bletchley Park Club Run— Stuart and Linda Armston

Sunday 6th.

Sunday Lunch Run— Stuart and Linda Armston

Monday 28th

A47 Auto Jumble & Classic Vehicle Show

September
Sat/Sun 2nd/3rd

Shackerston Family Festival

Tuesday 5th

Monthly Meeting—The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Deadline for next Torque is 22nd May 2017
Send your articles to Gillian - mgricketts@btinternet.com

