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Charnwood Caper NLMGC 2018

The North Leicester event started at Quorn and
Woodhouse Great Central Railway Station.
We arranged to meet up with Sylvia, Ray, Keith
and his son Arran at Pets at Home on Fosse Park
for 8 am. and made our way to the start venue.
There we also met Kath, Richard,Val, Derek, John
and Glenise.
After a bacon buttie and cup of tea we set off to do
the first half. We were not brave enough to take the
hood down as it was a tad chilly?
We had a coffee stop at Belton Garden Centre and
then with hood down drove to Rufford Abbey
Country Park.
Here we had our picnic with all the above plus
Stuart and Linda.
By chance we also bumped into Alan Heeley and
his wife Pat.
A very nice run on a beautiful day

Nicky and Graham

Misterton Hall Plant and Craft Fair
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What a glorious day, the weather was perfect. Picnics at the ready we set of for Misterton Hall Plant and Craft Fair and
we had a very impressive line up to display. The grounds were buzzing with people, stalls, cars and not forgetting two
chopper bicycles. The Rotary were over run with cars and they did take email addresses for next year as they will
have to limit places. The cars were judged and again Alberto Costa the local MP handed out the prizes. Michael and
Maria came third with their Magenette, second was last years winner the Austin Healey and first place and the trophy
went to a pristine Jaguar. There were plenty of stalls and it was lovely to see Pat Hunter who was selling seeds in aid
of Parkinson Disease which she had dried from her garden. Marley Bear was missing as he was busy at home
planning his next trip! It was a busy day with family joining us and our young great nephew Harry is proudly posing
with Uncle Michael promoting the Ratae Run.

Gillian

One of the outfits

A Visit to Mr Morris’ Place
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During a week’s holiday at the end of April where we hadn’t booked to go away we were planning on different
days out. I suggested visiting one of the National Trust properties that we hadn’t been to before. I started reeling
off a list of places which I was keen to see. Rich came up with one place that he was interested in
seeing – Nuffield Place near Henley On Thames. He won!
A not too early start and a steady drive and we arrived looking forward to a meander round a new property for us.
For those of you who may not be aware, Nuffield Place was the home of Lord Nuffield aka Mr William Morris –
he of Morris Garage fame.
Now the history bit!
William Morris was born in October 1877 in Worcester and moved to Oxford with his family aged three. At the
age of 14 William left school and apprenticed in an Oxford bicycle shop to help support his family.
After a year William asked for a pay rise which was denied so he promptly set up his own business, a bicycle
repair company with just £4 capital. Morris’s boundless nervous energy and keen business sense enabled his
rapid success and formed the basis for his continued fortunes.
Nuffield Place was Lord Nuffield’s home from 1933 until his death in 1963. Having just been raised to peerage,
Morris took his title from the local village and renamed his home Nuffield Place.
At the height of Lord Nuffield's career, he was reputedly earning £2,000 a day. However, he was never
extravagant with his money. Questioned about his riches, he replied, “Well, you can only wear one suit at a time.”
Naturally frugal, Lord Nuffield gave away much of his vast fortune. In total he donated £30 million to good
causes, the equivalent of £700 million in today's money.

By Kath Hall
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Entrance to the property is by a timed ticket – we had a while before our turn so naturally headed to the tearoom.
Being suitably refreshed we wandered round the gardens and then sat on a bench near where the introductory talk
would take place. For any twitchers amongst you this was a fantastic place to sit and watch Red Kites – at one point
there were ten circling overhead.
We sat discussing whether the grounds were enough for us to manage or possibly a bit too much. This is something
we do when visiting some NT properties – is it somewhere we could live? Would we want to live there? How would
we lay out the rooms?
This place was no exception – as soon as we entered the house it felt comfortable and welcoming. It wasn’t long
before we had moved our belongings in, picked out which bedroom we’d have and which would be guest rooms, and
the best place for the telly. All Rich needed to do was decide where he’d have his workshop and put some extra
garages. Oh the gift of imagination!!
Back to reality though – we had a lovely couple of hours looking round. For how much this man was worth he had
a wonderfully welcoming comfortable home.

Nice Wheels
Rosie and I had our first selfie whilst cleaning her
wheels ready for the MG’ing summer .
Kieron

RATAE 2018
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Whoops ! We did it again. I am sure you will all agree that following a very hard push towards the
end, we all enjoyed a very successful Ratae 2018. With over 120 cars participating on the day and over half the club
members involved supporting in the capacity of marshals, registration, raffle, tombola, cake bakers and cake sellers
and no forgetting “geese poo cleaners”! As well as all the promoting and planning of the event in the months leading
up to the big day, as a team we pull off an amazing event.
This must have been one of the most spectacular end venues we have had with such an picturesque back drop, with
the lake and gardens in the foreground. The feed back has been
very complimentary and the weather was just the icing on the cake.
What a great day, thank you to everyone who has help and
supported the club in whatever capacity, here are some photos and
comments we have received.

Michael

Gillian and Michael.
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Many thanks to you and your team for another great
"Ratae Run"
It could not have been better! Fantastic scenery, lovely
stops, altogether a great day. See you next year!
Best Wishes.
Brian & Norah Huntriss
Thank you all for your excellent organisation of today’s
popular Ratae Run.
Both my navigator, Martin Raven, and I enjoyed the
day immensely.
Roll on next year! Regards

Chris

Another fabulous event. We had a truly great day and
look forward to finding out where the Ratae Run will
take us to next year.
With many thanks
Paul and Nicky Collett
Just a brief note to say how much we enjoyed the
Ratae Run today , very well organised and a
super day
thanks very much.
Stephen and Sue Dodsworth

Thanks for organising an excellent day for the Ratae
Run. This is our LE500 third appearance with you and
we look forward to the next.
Best regards
Ian R Boughton

Many thanks for an excellent Ratae Run today. The
organisation, route and friendly atmosphere made for
a perfect day.
Thanks again.
Run No. 8
Neal & Ian
Baker
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Hi, Just want to say that we had an absolutely
fantastic day on Sunday, well organised and a
pleasure to take part.
Looking forward to next year.
Philip & Maria

Thank you for all the hard work you and The Club put in to
make yesterdays Ratae Run so enjoyable.
Great collection of cars, lovely quiet roads and villages with
interesting final venue, oh and perfect weather – what more
could you want?
Now you can start planning next years!
Thanks again
Kind Regards

John & Patricia Roberts

Dear Gillian and Michael, arrived safely back to Southampton by midday today. I have posted some images on Facebook which
I think has linked to your club site.
Well done to all of the team for a brilliant day on Sunday. Well organised at both start and finish with a very pleasant and
enjoyable route with good driving roads and super scenery.
We particularly enjoyed the end at Deene Park and managed to be one of the last to get a tour of the house. Even meeting
Robert Brudenell for a chat at the end of the tour. Fascinating to visit and learn about how a family fared throughout their history.
We will watch out for your run next year :-)

Robin & Karen Plumley

Southampton & New Forest MGOC

THE LAST MG
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Everywhere we go, John and I look out for MGs in unexpected places and a week or so ago we found one in
Abingdon, Oxfordshire.
That, in itself is not unusual, but it was being displayed on the first floor of the Abingdon County Hall Museum.
Which begged the question, “How did they get it up there?”
The answer is revealed on Youtube - ‘MG at Abingdon Museum.mvw’
The Museum, which was re-opened in 2012 following renovation, set aside space for an MG exhibition. In pride of
place, obviously, sits HOK 681W
This was the last roadster off the Abingdon production line in 1980 and before becoming star of this show, was kept
by the British Motor Industry Heritage Collection at Gaydon.
We spent the night in Abingdon, at an hotel only 100 yards or so from the site of the main assembly building where
all Abingdon built MGs were manufactured between 1929 and 1980, and where our own MGB most likely rolled off
the production line in 1978.
Glen Lee
June 2018

Regional Events & Shows 2018
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Middleton Motors Monthly
Middleton Hall, Tamworth.
Our popular classic car show returns for another year! What better backdrop for an eclectic display of vehicles
than Middleton Hall, Middleton Motors Monthly regularly attracts around 100 motor enthusiasts gathered in
vehicles old and new, fast and slow, to share their common love of unusual motors. There is an overriding sense
of pride in among the buffed paintwork and polished chrome, but when visitors and motor owners are surveyed
the feedback is all about the warm, friendly atmosphere.
No booking is required to show a car.
Entrance fee: £4 per show car and if you are not showing a car £5.50 per adult with under 18s free.
Entrance includes access to: Main Hall and Grounds, Walled Garden and Old Buildings housing museum
displays.
Opening times: 11am – 4pm
VENUE Middleton Hall, Middleton, TAMWORTH B78 2AE United Kingdom
Website: http://www.middleton-hall.co.uk/
Langton Greenhouse Classic Car Meet
There is an informal 'Vintage & Classic Car Meeting' at the Greenhouse Cafe, East Langton Garden Centre, in
South Leicestershire starting on Wednesday 18th April 2018 and every third Wednesday in the month until
September 2018
This is on the B6047 Market Harborough - Melton Mowbray road, just off the A6 north of Harborough.
Incidentally, the road is known for being the Leicestershire 'TT Course', although a lot of it has 50mph limits so
take care!
Bosworth Water Park Classic Car Meet.
Starts: Tuesday, 24th April 2018 - 6.00pm
Ends: Tuesday, 25th September 2018 - 9.00pm
On the Tuesday of the month between April and September you will find over 150 classic, American and custom
vehicles.
The event stars at 6pm and admission costs just £1 for a classic and £2 for a spectator’s vehicle.
Dates for the year are as follows:June 26th July, 31st August 28th, September 25th
All of our usual facilities are open.
Coffee & Classics.
Classic Motor Hob, Bibury.
The Classic Motor Hub is based at the historic site of RAF Bibury in Gloucestershire, and offers a range of
hand-picked classic cars, bikes and modern performance cars for sale. We’re open every weekday between 9am
and 5pm, and are open on select weekend days for events. Get in touch with us today to learn more about any of
the vehicles in stock, or to talk to us about our classic motoring events and the range of automotive ephemera and
accessories we have for sale. ADDRESS Classic Motor Hub, Old Walls, Ablington, Bibury GL7 5NX
Our Coffee and Classics event of the year kicks off on Sunday between 10am and 1pm. Following the great
success of these events last year, we expect a fantastic turnout at our events,
Attendance for all visitors is strictly by pre-registration only as car / motorcycle parking at The Hub is limited, so
if you would like to come along please reserve your space today! Start by choosing the year and make of car
(or motorcycle) from the list below. If your make of car is not listed or you would like to give us more details on
the vehicle you're going to bring, please choose 'OTHER' and use fill out the 'ORDER NOTES' section at the
online checkout.
Hinckley Classic Car meet & Motorshow
•
Date: 17 May 2018 - 16 August 2018
•
On this day every month
• Location: Hinckley town centre and Argents Mead
•
Time: 17:00 - 20:30
• Cost: Free entry to visitors and exhibitors
The first Hinckley BID Classic Vehicle meet of 2018.
Returning this year by popular demand, anyone with a classic vehicle, of any kind, who would like to pop along
from 5pm to 8.30pm would be most welcome. Entrance will be from Station Road, Hinckley and there is no
charge. Further early evening meetings will take place on Thursdays July 19 and August 16.
These events are free to enter and free to visit, so please spread the word to any enthusiast that you may know.
The main Hinckley BID Classic Motorshow will take place on Sunday 16 September from 10am to 4.30pm.
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1st Cotswold Caper Sunday
Join us once again for our 13th annual Cotswold Caper on a run of almost 100 miles through the fabulous
Cotswold Hills and this year we’ll also explore the Malverns. We start and finish this year’s run at Seasons
Conference Centre in Cheltenham, which we used as our base 2 years ago for our 2016 event.
This year’s charity will be the Great Western Air Ambulance. It has recently expanded to cover North
Gloucestershire with its helicopter based just outside Tewkesbury at Strensham. The attendance of the air
ambulance at an emergency can make the critical difference between surviving or not. The entry cost is unchanged
at £25 for a Rally Plaque and Route Guide book. We are restricting the number of entries slightly this year, so be
sure to get your entry in early using the form below. Any queries, email secretary@glosmgoc.co.uk

8th

Harborough Classic Car Show.

Market Harborough Town Centre, LE16 7PD
Sunday 8th July 2018
10am to 4pm
FREE TO ENTER, FREE TO WATCH, PRIZES TO BE WON!
Following the success of last years show the Market Harborough Classic Car Show returns to the historical market
town.
Fast becoming one of the biggest and most popular classic vehicle shows in the East Midlands the show features
cars, motorbikes, scooters, commercial vehicles and modern classics for your enjoyment.
Alongside the vehicles there will food and drink stalls, activities and entertainment making it a great day out for all
the family.
Show your classic car
You can be part of making this day a fantastic experience for everyone, and we would like to invite you to display
your prized vehicle as part of the show.
Everyone is welcome to take part and display their vehicles whether as part of a club or an individual. The only
stipulation is that the vehicle (whether car, bike, scooter, van or other classic vehicle) must be from pre-1990.
It is FREE to exhibit your classic vehicle but you must REGISTER beforehand. Enquiries for Harborough
Classic Car Show, Helen Nicholls, Harborough District Council. Tel: 07584 704264.
Email: h.nicholls@harborough.gov.uk. or Google Harborough Classic Car Show.
7th&8th Hollowell Steam & Heavy Horse Show
Now Closed
Hollowell Steam & Heavy Horse Show attracts over 60.000 visitors with over 1,500 exhibitors and traders and a
couple of hundred volunteer helpers to help you enjoy the show.
Our 'staff' are all unpaid volunteers, we own or borrow most of the equipment used in the set up and running of
the show so as much of your cash as possible can be given away to local charities and good causes. We are proud
to be able to say we make sure that your entrance fee is not used on unnecessary expenses.
If you get tired of walking around the exhibits you can always sit down and enjoy one of the best views in
Northamptonshire, dogs and even children are more than welcome, and the whole atmosphere is we hope very
informal and friendly.
29th
Beaumanor Hall Nostalgia Show
Now Closed
With over 500 vehicles displayed for the gents to enjoy, craft stalls for the ladies. Our team of judges will be in
attendance to select our concours winners with an award ceremony taking place in at 4pm. Admission Fees:
Adults: £8 Children (4-16 years): £4 Family Ticket (2 adults & 3 children): £24
Event Description: Start the school summer holidays in style. Beaumanor Hall is set in 34 acres of idyllic
countryside and very rarely open to the public. A fantastic venue to host the new look Nostalgia Show Beaumanor
Hall has a rich and varied history, from a family house in the 1800s to a secret listening station during World War
II. Make sure you take the time to go on one of their scheduled house tours throughout the day
(www.beaumanorhall.co.uk).
Location: Woodhouse nr Loughborough Postcode:LE12 8TX
View Website: http://classicmotorshows.co.uk Email info@geminievents.co.uk

August
1st
Waddesdon Manor
Club Run see Stuart
Discover Waddesdon Manor's dramatic architecture, and see inside exquisite interiors as if a guest of Baron
Ferdinand. French Calendars, Tales from the Archives and the opening up of the Red Drawing room are highlights
of our varied 2018 programme. Waddesdon has one of the most important Victorian gardens that include an iconic
Parterre, 3D bedding sculpture and a Rococo-style aviary housing rare birds. You can enjoy a walk around the
gardens in all seasons and take in the seasonal bedding displays and the series of gardens ablaze with colour;
or marvel at the impressive collection of garden statuary. The formal gardens open up to rolling parkland with
hidden glades, magnificent woodland and picturesque views.

August
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5th
Yorkshire Pudding Run
Leeds MG Club
Once again this very popular event is on the calendar and is based at The Craiglands Hotel in Ilkley. The entry
fee remains the same at £30 per car (2 people) and includes bacon sandwich and coffee, Road Book and Rally
Plate, a Brass Band at the start and yet another new route for 2018. For further details and to book your place
please contact Charles Lister on 0113 2671123. Entries will open on 2nd January 2018.
Website: www.leedsmgccc.co.uk
12th
Harrogate MG 2018 incorporating MGOC Northern National
at Bewerley Park, Pateley Bridge, Harrogate HG3 5BD.
Concours and Condition competitions, trade stands, club displays. £5 per person entry.
Camping £5 per adult per night. Contact George Grayson 0113 2551785,
Email Address: susanp543f@gmail.com Website: www.harrogatemgclub.org.uk/ourshow
12th
Train’s Boats & Tea’s
See Bob or Derek
Peter Stevenson will again open up his house at Pailton from 11am onwards so we can take rides on train’s and
his steam boat on his lake whenever you like. Take a walk around the grounds and have a picnic on the lawn. All
that is asked for is a paper donation towards the Air Ambulance Fund.
September
1st & 2nd Shackerstone Family Festival
On the first weekend of September each year the small, sleepy Leicestershire village of Shackerstone springs into
life with the sights and sounds of the Family Festival.
It attracts approximately 15,000 visitors to a unique event that includes vintage cars, canal boats, planes, railways
and much more besides!
The not for profit organisation has run since 1995 and has helped raise an estimated £650,000+ for good causes,
both national and local.
Tel: 07470 134881 (Answerphone in Operation)
Email: info@shackerstonefestival.co.uk
22nd & 23rd Sywell Classic. Pistons & Props.
Now Closed.
Join us for this year’s Sywell Classic: Pistons and Props motoring festival, combining historic racers, hot rods
and motorbikes with classic planes and vintage music to create a fantastic two-day event, celebrating classic
motoring on the ground and in the air.
Watch amazing live action on the transformed ‘Racing Runway’ and ‘Sprint Strip’ with
iconic Formula 1 cars, Hot Rods, Dragsters and Motorcycles all in action throughout the weekend.
Up in the skies; expect to see a variety of breath taking aerial displays & acrobatics from a variety of display
teams.
Live Music will be played throughout the weekend with a superb line of bands performing in the Scarf
& Goggles bar
With a vintage fun fair and shopping village, make a weekend of it as camping packages are available. It's a great
weekend for all the family.
This will be a club event and some of us will be staying overnight having a meal & going to the entertainment in
hanger 1. If you are interested in staying the night please see Bob or Derek ASAP.
29th & 30th
Cotswold Airport Revival
Cotswold Airport is throwing open its gates to the public once again for its incredible vintage and wartime
extravaganza, the ‘Cotswold Airport Revival Festival’. Last year saw the inaugural launch of this hugely popular
event, which started out as an informal fundraising Open Day for 500 people, and ended up as a major event with
over 10,000 visitors!
Due to the tremendous success of last year’s event, Cotswold Airport has teamed up with ‘Live Promotions
Events Ltd’, a powerhouse of an organisation that has been putting on famous large-scale events including
Truckfest, Pistons & Props. The fusion of Cotswold Airport and Live Promotions will bring to the public one of
the UK’s most unforgettable events, seeing visitors pouring in from all over the country. The festival is an annual
event, that will happen every year during the last weekend in September.
The event this year will be a two-day event, and is set to be an absolutely unforgettable weekend with lots of
exciting activities and attractions for all the family. Both days will be packed full of dramatic re-enactments and
demonstrations; thrilling vintage air fly-ins; exciting rides and experience flights; hundreds of vintage and
military vehicles; full size and miniature steam engines; and plenty of entertainment including period live music.

CLUB INFORMATION

Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Secretary

Graham Dorman

Bev Wright

John Carr

Kevan Varley

01455 289383

01455 845894

01455 209340

07921 257143

Committee Member

Committee Member

Events Co-ordinator

Events Co-ordinator

Michael Ricketts

Colin Kingsbeer

Bob Driver

Derek Everitt

01455 553868

01455 273161

0116 3481587
robert.driver@sky.com

07831390270
derek.everitt@me.com
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TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts
9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,
LE17 4US.
Tel: 01455 553868

Web Editor: Angela Varley
Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk
Web Site: www.mgleicester.org

Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com

South Leicester Monthly Meetings
Membership open to all, so why not come along
and meet like-minded people and enjoy the
magic of the marque.
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at
the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton
Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is
£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For further
details contact the Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members
forum 8.30pm.

North Leicester Monthly Meetings
The North Leicester MG Club meets at The
Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane, between
Crptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton Linford. at
8pm on the third Wednesday of the month.
Contact Chris Tideswell
Tel: 01509 829478
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Events 2018
June
Tuesday 26th
Saturday 30th

July

Sunday 1st
Tuesday 3rd
Sunday 8th
Sat/Sun 7th&8th
Wednesday 18th
Thursday 19th
Thursday 19th
Sunday 29th
Tuesday 31st

August

Wednesday 1st
Saturday 4th
Sunday 5th
Tuesday 7th
Sunday 12th
Sunday 12th
Tuesday 14th
Wednesday 15th
Thursday 16th
Tuesday 28th

September

Sat/Sun 1st/2nd
Sunday 2nd
Tuesday 4th
Sunday 16th
Wednesday 19th
Sat/Sun 22nd/23rd
Tuesday 25th
SatSun 29th/30th

October

Tuesday 2nd
Sunday 7th

November
Tuesday 6th

Classic Car Meet.
Husbands Bosworth Festival

Bosworth Water Park. 6pm
See Regional Events

Coffee & classics
Monthly Meeting.
Harborough Classic Car Show.
Hollowell Steam & Heavy Horse Show.
Langton’s Greenhouse Classic car Meet.
Hinckley Classic car meet
John & Glen’s Evening Run
Beaumanor Hall Nostalgia Show.
Classic Car Meet.

See Regional Events
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See regional Events
See Regional Events
See Regional Events
See Regional Events
See John & Glenise
See Regional Events
Bosworth Water Park. 6pm

Waddesdon Manor. Buckinghamshire.
Glen Parva Summer Gala.
Coffee & Classics
Monthly Meeting.
Harrogate MG 2018
Train’s Boat’s & Tea’s
Classic Car Meet.
Langton’s Greenhouse Classic car Meet.
Hinckley Classic car meet
Classic Car Meet.

See Stuart & Events
See Regional Events
See Regional Events
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Regional Events
Peter Stevenson’s House, Pailton.
Bosworth Water Park. 6pm
See Regional Events
See Regional Events
Bosworth Water Park. 6pm

Shackerstone Family Festival.
Coffee & Classics
Monthly Meeting.
Hinckley Classic Motorshow
Langton’s Greenhouse Classic car Meet.
Sywell Classic. Pistons & Props,
Classic Car Meet.
Cotswold Airport Revival

See Regional Events
See Regional Events
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Regional Events
See Regional Events
See Bob or Derek
Bosworth Water Park. 6pm
See Regional Events

Monthly Meeting.
Coffee & Classics

The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Regional Events

Monthly Meeting.

The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Monthly Meeting.

The White Horse, Broughton Astley

December
Tuesday 4th

Deadline for next Torque is 27th. July 2018
Send your articles to Gillian - mgricketts@btinternet.com

