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British Motor Museum
It was very much a car weekend on the 14th – 15th April, the 14th being the Pride of Longbridge rally and the 15th, keeping
in the Midlands we were off to the British Motor Museum at Gaydon. There were a few car clubs in the car park there,
a lot we saw at the POL the day before. We were parked with the 75 & ZT Enthusiasts, who wanted us to bring some
new MGs along for our display, so off went in our newly washed MG3. I must say looking very red and shiny in the sun.
Yes it was still dry – two days running!
We have been to this museum a few times with various car events and clubs. It never gets boring as there are plenty of
interesting vehicles to see and each has their own story to tell. There is a good number of ‘first off the lines’ and ‘last off
the lines’, including the very last MG from the Abingdon works which is a silver BGT and the very last Midget in a very
appropriate black paint. Also sadly the very last car from Longbridge, a Rover 75 finished in Firefrost.
Jaguar has invested money in the museum, so they wanted to show off some of their interesting vehicles too. A few cars
from Jag’s origins, namely the Swift Sidecar company, the badge on the bonnet has a worrying ‘SS’ logo.
There are lots of wonderful and downright weird prototypes, such as the Austin 1100 which has been modified to be a
prototype safety car. It was never going to sell!
I will now leave you to feast your eyes on some metal....

Bev

Time for a Make-Over
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In February 1998 my British Racing Green MGF rolled off the production line at Longbridge, Birmingham. 20 years
of regular use, both here and in Belgium for a time it was looking time to refresh the paintwork. What really moved
that idea on was a back end shunt last October by a BMW 1 Series – yes – a Beemer of all things!
The original bumper was damaged so we were advised to get another one. So a second hand one was bought, it was
grey but it didn’t matter because the whole body was going to get fresh paint.
There was damage underneath the bumper too which needed to be addressed. A bit of welding here and there and
a tidy up of areas where the tin worm gets to work.
A garage in our town of Earl Shilton was recommended by fellow club member Colin.
DMS Motors do MOTs, all things mechanical and body work.
The photos here probably don’t do it justice but we are very pleased with the results. We even had our own Daffodil
run the next day after collecting the car! (it rained of course).

One of the outfits

Bev

SIXTEEN GO ON AN ADVENTURE
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At times it was like an Enid Blyton adventure crossed with the Comedy of Errors, with eight MGs shooting off in
all directions. It wasn’t poor driving or bad navigation that was at fault, but our bewildered sat.nav. systems.
Ours especially. It wouldn’t acknowledge the existence of the Isle of Man. It became erratic in Northern Ireland
and the only part of The Republic of Ireland it could find was Dublin City Centre. But even when we weren’t in
the lead, like a snake eating its tail, the convoy did several 180 degree turns, the head driving back towards the
last car. Brilliant choreography!
The holiday had been arranged by Scenic & Continental Car Tours: crossings, hotels, suggested routes and a
comprehensive book of maps and guides. Our first night together was in Liverpool, getting ready for the lumpy
crossing to Douglas, Isle of Man on Thursday, 21st June. Having left Douglas port, by different routes, we made
our way to Ramsey. A 3-course welcome meal had been arranged for us and we met up with three other cars that
were on the same tour. We soon became acquainted with the couple driving an Aston Martin when the bonnet
went up.
We managed to stay together most of the next morning, with a visit to the Laxey Wheel (the largest working
waterwheel in the world) and a trip up Snaefell (2,036 ft) on the mountain electric train. The rest of Friday and
Saturday, we spent exploring the island. As it’s only about 32 miles long and 14 miles wide, we drove most of the

Arriving at Douglas

TT Course, several times. There was enough to do on the island to keep us all busy: Douglas, the electric train
which runs from Douglas to Ramsey, the Calf of Man and the Motor Museum at Jurby. Many of the group visited
Peel and when they told us about it, John and I decided to take a look. Unfortunately, The Parish Walk was held
on Saturday and Sunday. An endurance walk, it covers 85 miles and entrants have 24 hours to complete it and
whilst the walkers were no problem, the support cars proved to be a bit of a nightmare. En route to Peel, we found
the walk, snaking up the mountain sides and away into the distance. It was very hot and our MG crawled up and
up in second gear. We never made it to Peel. That section of the walk ended there, so we peeled off when we
could and went home. We left Ramsey on Sunday at 4.50am to drive to Douglas to catch the ferry to Northern
Island. There were still many folk staggering towards the finish line. And it was still the support cards that gave
us the most trouble.
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The weather couldn’t have been better and the crossing was mill-pond still. Disembarking at Belfast, we tried to exit
the port. This was where the sat.nav of the lead car froze and had us chasing our tails. Our first stop was
Carrickfergus, about 10 miles from Belfast, where we stayed for one night, leaving there on the Monday to drive the
beautiful Causeway Coast Road. Many Scenes in Game of Thrones were filmed in this part of Northern Island. On
the way to the next hotel, at
Coleraine, we stopped off to take a walk at one of these sites, the Dark Hedges. Not spooky by daylight but
we didn’t linger.
The Causeway Coast is beautiful and there were many stops
to look at the calm, glittering ocean. The main attraction
though is the stunning Giants’ Causeway, which was well
worth a close look.

John and Graham are seen checking
that each stone has the correct number
of sides

The following day we took different routes down to Belfast. Some of us went via Londonderry and took the
city’s open top bus tour. We were shown the street on which “Bloody Sunday’ occurred and
leaned a great deal about the causes of the ‘Troubles’.
Belfast was a one-night stop only. Most of the group visited the Titanic Exhibition before leaving the
following day. ‘Superb’ was the general consensus.
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John and I took our time cruising down the coast road towards Dublin. It was a long haul but the first part
was beautiful.
After Belfast, the official tour was over and we were on our own, having decided to spend three nights in
Dublin as an ‘add-on’ to the man holiday.
Dublin was ‘buzzing’. The weather remained perfect. Irish people kept saying, “We’ve never known weather
like this!”
Our hotel was on the edge of the city but its location was good, being no more than five minutes’ walk to the
tram which fed directly into the heart of things. There was a great deal to do and to see in Dublin, though the
Gay Pride Parade on Saturday, 30th June meant many streets were closed to traffic and the hop-on, hop-off
buses couldn’t guarantee their route for much of the day.

Kircubbin, County Down, Northern Ireland
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Sunday, 1st July and time to go home. It was a long day. We left the hotel in convoy at 6.30am. The sea
was still mill-pond and the journey to Holyhead, Isle of Anglesey, uneventful. John and I took the A.5 all
the way home, arriving at 6pm, our MGB GT having done 856 miles without a single hitch or hiccough.

Glen
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Coffee Mornings at the HUB
This is our 2nd visit to the HUB in the Cotswolds this year and
a venue which seems to becoming a bit of a favourite for many of
our club members.
It is about an hour and twenty minutes to drive from Lutterworth,
straight down the Fosse-Way with a stop over in Moreton in Marsh
for coffee, or even breakfast if so desires. We have found a new
little gem for breakfast or coffee in Moreton in Marsh, opposite the
square on your left hand side, the “Yellow Brick Café”, we can
warmly recommend if you fancy a break.
Back to the HUB you do however need to book for their coffee
mornings, this is a simple process over the internet, just give your
name and car registration, it does get busy with anything up to 200
cars on a typical coffee morning.
There is always a warm welcome and
plenty to see, roam around the private
collection area , also cars for sale, Gill
fell in love with the red Austin Healy,
until she saw the price!. There is also
a nice café and memorabilia shop.
I did end up buying some very
expensive polish from the Revive
Truck, well worth a visit, quirky stuff, and the polish is amazing,
albeit hard work, it is like treacle when trying to buff it up! But
afterwards you could drive through a lake and not get wet!
Michael
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Hollowell Steam and Heavy Horse show
Val and I met up with Roger and Sharon, Bob and Marian, Michael and Maria at Lutterworth Town Hall on Sunday
8th July, unfortunately Graham & Nicky were unable to join as. We made our way to Northampton just of the A5199
near Guilsborough, we entered the field and got directions to our parking spot.
The first thing that we all agreed on was how big the show was, wow! It had 2 giant public car parks, one each end
of the showground. I had never seen a showground so big, market stalls everywhere, Arts & Crafts, tea and beer
tents, 3 Arena’s, Titan Robot, Children’s Entertainment, 2 Fair grounds, Bands, Motorcycles, Classic Car, Tractors,
Lorries, Fire Engines, pets corner, Reptiles & working Shire Horses and steam engines. On the Saturday there was
a Grand Auction and many more displays and attractions.
On with the kettles for a nice cup of tea, The weather was hotting up again and everyone had brought along a parasol
with the exception of ourselves so I looked for a black spot on the ground and positioned my chair there, to the
annoyance of Roger, “Thats my parasol he said in a loud voice”, yes I know but its not your black spot.
We decided to have a look around and headed in a southerly direction, At the tea tent Sharon & Val began
monkeying around, the flags were blowing in the breeze, the fun fair had started and there was a buzz about the
place, Sharon quickly bought a pink hat to protect her from the sun.
Needing a drink we headed back to camp. After a light refreshments we headed in a northerly direction this time
where everything was reminding us of the chairman, see photos. Ok the year my be wrong!. On our way we past
actor John Challis (Boyce) out of Only Fools & Horses selling his book, there was a man bending down over
a suitcase bringing more books out, so we scarpered pretty quickly just in case it was Del Boy!. After all that running
we stood awhile and watched the Shire Horses pulling trees away like they still do in the forestry today. With the
hooters going off from the steam Engines the shires didn't move a muscle, we thought we had seen it all when we
were treated to a fly pass from an RAF Dakota. Thoroughly recommend the Hollowell Steam & Heavy Horse show
for next year's diary.

Derek

Regional Events & Shows 2018
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Middleton Motors Monthly
Middleton Hall, Tamworth.
Our popular classic car show returns for another year! What better backdrop for an eclectic display of vehicles than
Middleton Hall, Middleton Motors Monthly regularly attracts around 100 motor enthusiasts gathered in vehicles old and
new, fast and slow, to share their common love of unusual motors. There is an overriding sense of pride in among the buffed
paintwork and polished chrome, but when visitors and motor owners are surveyed the feedback is all about the warm,
friendly atmosphere.
No booking is required to show a car.
Entrance fee: £4 per show car and if you are not showing a car £5.50 per adult with under 18s free.
Entrance includes access to: Main Hall and Grounds, Walled Garden and Old Buildings housing museum displays.
Opening times: 11am – 4pm
VENUE Middleton Hall, Middleton, TAMWORTH B78 2AE United Kingdom
Website: http://www.middleton-hall.co.uk/
Langton Greenhouse Classic Car Meet
There is an informal 'Vintage & Classic Car Meeting' at the Greenhouse Cafe, East Langton Garden Centre, in South
Leicestershire starting on Wednesday 18th April 2018 and every third Wednesday in the month until September 2018
This is on the B6047 Market Harborough - Melton Mowbray road, just off the A6 north of Harborough. Incidentally, the
road is known for being the Leicestershire 'TT Course', although a lot of it has 50mph limits so take care!
Bosworth Water Park Classic Car Meet.
Starts: Tuesday, 24th April 2018 - 6.00pm
Ends: Tuesday, 25th September 2018 - 9.00pm
On the Tuesday of the month between April and September you will find over 150 classic, American and custom vehicles.
The event stars at 6pm and admission costs just £1 for a classic and £2 for a spectator’s vehicle.
Dates for the year are as follows:June 26th July, 31st August 28th, September 25th
All of our usual facilities are open.
Coffee & Classics.
Classic Motor Hob, Bibury.
The Classic Motor Hub is based at the historic site of RAF Bibury in Gloucestershire, and offers a range of hand-picked
classic cars, bikes and modern performance cars for sale. We’re open every weekday between 9am and 5pm, and are open on
select weekend days for events. Get in touch with us today to learn more about any of the vehicles in stock, or to talk to us
about our classic motoring events and the range of automotive ephemera and accessories we have for sale.
ADDRESS Classic Motor Hub, Old Walls, Ablington, Bibury GL7 5NX
Our Coffee and Classics event of the year kicks off on Sunday between 10am and 1pm. Following the great success of
these events last year, we expect a fantastic turnout at our events,
Attendance for all visitors is strictly by pre-registration only as car / motorcycle parking at The Hub is limited, so if you
would like to come along please reserve your space today! Start by choosing the year and make of car (or motorcycle) from
the list below. If your make of car is not listed or you would like to give us more details on the vehicle you're going to bring,
please choose 'OTHER' and use fill out the 'ORDER NOTES' section at the online checkout.
Hinckley Classic Car meet & Motorshow
•
Date: 17 May 2018 - 16 August 2018
•
On this day every month
• Location: Hinckley town centre and Argents Mead
•
Time: 17:00 - 20:30
• Cost: Free entry to visitors and exhibitors
The first Hinckley BID Classic Vehicle meet of 2018.
Returning this year by popular demand, anyone with a classic vehicle, of any kind, who would like to pop along from 5pm to
8.30pm would be most welcome. Entrance will be from Station Road, Hinckley and there is no charge. Further early evening
meetings will take place on Thursdays July 19 and August 16.
These events are free to enter and free to visit, so please spread the word to any enthusiast that you may know.
The main Hinckley BID Classic Motorshow will take place on Sunday 16 September from 10am to 4.30pm.

August

1st
Waddesdon Manor
Club Run see Stuart
Discover Waddesdon Manor's dramatic architecture, and see inside exquisite interiors as if a guest of Baron Ferdinand.
French Calendars, Tales from the Archives and the opening up of the Red Drawing room are highlights of our varied 2018
programme. Waddesdon has one of the most important Victorian gardens that include an iconic Parterre, 3D bedding
sculpture and a Rococo-style aviary housing rare birds. You can enjoy a walk around the gardens in all seasons and take in
the seasonal bedding displays and the series of gardens ablaze with colour; or marvel at the impressive collection of garden
statuary. The formal gardens open up to rolling parkland with hidden glades, magnificent woodland and picturesque views.
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August
5th
Yorkshire Pudding Run
Leeds MG Club
Once again this very popular event is on the calendar and is based at The Craiglands Hotel in Ilkley. The entry fee remains
the same at £30 per car (2 people) and includes bacon sandwich and coffee, Road Book and Rally Plate, a Brass Band at the
start and yet another new route for 2018. For further details and to book your place please contact Charles Lister
on 0113 2671123. Entries will open on 2nd January 2018.
Website: www.leedsmgccc.co.uk
12th
Harrogate MG 2018 incorporating MGOC Northern National
at Bewerley Park, Pateley Bridge, Harrogate HG3 5BD.
Concours and Condition competitions, trade stands, club displays. £5 per person entry.
Camping £5 per adult per night. Contact George Grayson 0113 2551785,
Email Address: susanp543f@gmail.com Website: www.harrogatemgclub.org.uk/ourshow
12th
Train’s Boats & Tea’s
See Bob or Derek
Peter Stevenson will again open up his house at Pailton from 11am onwards so we can take rides on train’s and his steam
boat on his lake whenever you like. Take a walk around the grounds and have a picnic on the lawn. All that is asked for is
a paper donation towards the Air Ambulance Fund.

September

1st & 2nd Shackerstone Family Festival
On the first weekend of September each year the small, sleepy Leicestershire village of Shackerstone springs into life with
the sights and sounds of the Family Festival.
It attracts approximately 15,000 visitors to a unique event that includes vintage cars, canal boats, planes, railways and much
more besides!
The not for profit organisation has run since 1995 and has helped raise an estimated £650,000+ for good causes, both
national and local.
Tel: 07470 134881 (Answerphone in Operation)
Email: info@shackerstonefestival.co.uk
22nd & 23rd Sywell Classic. Pistons & Props.
Now Closed.
Join us for this year’s Sywell Classic: Pistons and Props motoring festival, combining historic racers, hot rods and motorbikes with classic planes and vintage music to create a fantastic two-day event, celebrating classic motoring on the ground
and in the air.
Watch amazing live action on the transformed ‘Racing Runway’ and ‘Sprint Strip’ with
iconic Formula 1 cars, Hot Rods, Dragsters and Motorcycles all in action throughout the weekend.
Up in the skies; expect to see a variety of breath taking aerial displays & acrobatics from a variety of display teams.
Live Music will be played throughout the weekend with a superb line of bands performing in the Scarf & Goggles bar
With a vintage fun fair and shopping village, make a weekend of it as camping packages are available. It's a great weekend
for all the family.
This will be a club event and some of us will be staying overnight having a meal & going to the entertainment in hanger 1. If
you are interested in staying the night please see Bob or Derek ASAP.
29th & 30th
Cotswold Airport Revival
Cotswold Airport is throwing open its gates to the public once again for its incredible vintage and wartime extravaganza, the
‘Cotswold Airport Revival Festival’. Last year saw the inaugural launch of this hugely popular event, which started out as an
informal fundraising Open Day for 500 people, and ended up as a major event with over 10,000 visitors!
Due to the tremendous success of last year’s event, Cotswold Airport has teamed up with ‘Live Promotions Events Ltd’,
a powerhouse of an organisation that has been putting on famous large-scale events including Truckfest, Pistons & Props.
The fusion of Cotswold Airport and Live Promotions will bring to the public one of the UK’s most unforgettable events,
seeing visitors pouring in from all over the country. The festival is an annual event, that will happen every year during the
last weekend in September.
The event this year will be a two-day event, and is set to be an absolutely unforgettable weekend with lots of exciting
activities and attractions for all the family. Both days will be packed full of dramatic re-enactments and demonstrations;
thrilling vintage air fly-ins; exciting rides and experience flights; hundreds of vintage and military vehicles; full size and
miniature steam engines; and plenty of entertainment including period live music.
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A Lazy Sunday

Upton House is one of our special places so just perfect for “A Lazy Sunday”. Chairs, blanket, hats,
books and picnic were packed and off we set. The Fosse is a “MG” road, smooth and winding. We
always make a bet of how many MG’s we see and on this occasion we saw none! For a change we
drove through Kineton a picturesque village and the church bells were ringing and the sky was clear
blue. It was at this point I thought my legs were getting a little warm and there was a humming in the
car, we exchanged glances and both looked at the heater and yes it was working on one of the hottest
days of the year, this is only the second time it has! Dually turned off and comfort resumed we
continued on our way to Upton. We were a little early so the coffee I had made came in handy and
once 11 o clock came we unloaded and claimed our spot under the shade of the trees, settling
ourselves in for the day. The gardens were a little parched but the lavender was spectacular and the
dragon flies were in abundance around the lake. Thoroughly relaxed and after the must have
ice-cream we headed off home. On route we tried the heater and guess what, it didn’t work!!

A Perfect Lazy Sunday
Gillian
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CLUB INFORMATION

Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Secretary

Graham Dorman

Bev Wright

John Carr

Kevan Varley

01455 289383

01455 845894

01455 209340

07921 257143

Committee Member

Committee Member

Events Co-ordinator

Michael Ricketts

Colin Kingsbeer

01455 553868

Bob Driver

01455 273161

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts

0116 3481587
robert.driver@sky.com

Events Co-ordinator

Derek Everitt
07831390270
derek.everitt@me.com

Web Editor: Angela Varley

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk

LE17 4US.

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org

Tel: 01455 553868
Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com
South Leicester Monthly Meetings

North Leicester Monthly Meetings

Membership open to all, so why not come along
and meet like-minded people and enjoy the
magic of the marque.

The North Leicester MG Club meets at
The Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,
between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton
Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the
month.
Contact Chris Tideswell

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at
the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton
Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is
£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For further
details contact the Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members
forum 8.30pm.

Tel: 01509 829478
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Events 2018
August
Wednesday 1st
Saturday 4th
Sunday 5th
Tuesday 7th
Sunday 12th
Sunday 12th
Wednesday 15th
Thursday 16th
Tuesday 28th

Waddesdon Manor. Buckinghamshire
Glen Parva Summer Gala
Coffee & Classics
Monthly Meeting
Harrogate MG 2018
Train’s Boat’s & Tea’s
Langton’s Greenhouse Classic car Meet
Hinckley Classic car meet
Classic Car Meet

See Stuart & Events
See Regional Events
See Regional Events
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Regional Events
Peter Stevenson’s House, Pailton.
See Regional Events
See Regional Events
Bosworth Water Park. 6pm

Shackerstone Family Festival
Coffee & Classics
Monthly Meeting
Hinckley Classic Motorshow
Langton’s Greenhouse Classic car Meet
Sywell Classic. Pistons & Props
Classic Car Meet
Cotswold Airport Revival

See Regional Events
See Regional Events
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Regional Events
See Regional Events
See Bob or Derek
Bosworth Water Park. 6pm
See Regional Events

Monthly Meeting
Coffee & Classics
Val & Derek Sunday Lunch Run

The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Regional Events
See notice board

Monthly Meeting

The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Monthly Meeting

The White Horse, Broughton Astley

September
Sat/Sun 1st/2nd
Sunday 2nd
Tuesday 4th
Sunday 16th
Wednesday 19th
Sat/Sun 22nd/23rd
Tuesday 25th
SatSun 29th/30th
October
Tuesday 2nd
Sunday 7th
Sunday 21st
November
Tuesday 6th
December
Tuesday 4th

Deadline for next Torque is 22nd August 2018

