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MG Coast to Coast Run – Morecambe to Scarborough

On Saturday 18th August 2018, Paul and I took part
in the MG Coast to Coast run from Morecambe
in Lancashire across the Pennines to Scarborough in
Yorkshire. The weekend started on a very wet Friday
night with an excellent pre-run banquet at the Midland
Hotel, Morecambe - where we got to know others from
various clubs around the country. We were given our
route packs so we could see where we were going the
following day.
On Saturday morning it was very grey but dry as we
arrived at the Midland Hotel for our allotted start time of
8.30. The start times were staggered over a 2 hour
period to avoid bunching and allow a constant flow at
the rest stops. 98 cars took part – 100 had registered but
2 cancelled at the last minute. The modern classics left
first with the older cars towards the end.
Most MGs left with the roof up as the weather didn’t
look too promising. The initial stage took us through
Lancaster and into the Forest of Bowland by which time
it was drizzling heavily. We started to overtake a few
optimistic MG drivers who had started with the roofs
down and were now getting wet so had pulled up on the
roadside. The Forest of Bowland is an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty to the west of Lancaster
with some lovely scenery and villages. Paul and I had
explored part of this area on our way up to Morecambe
on the previous Thursday when the weather was
considerably better than today but it was still impressive
even in the rain.

Out first stop was at the Marton Arms in the village of
Thornton in Lonsdale, right on the western edge of the
Yorkshire Dales, a lovely country pub near to Ingleton
Caves and Waterfall Trail. We were served coffee and
a lovely selection of cakes. The rain had stopped by
now but it was still very cloudy so we continued with
the roof up, as did everyone else that we saw. The route
then took us through “Herriot Country” – the
magnificent Yorkshire Dales so more dramatic scenery
and lots of sheep. It was quite misty on the high ground
and the top of the hills were barely visible but it
brightened up considerably the further east we travelled.
We drove through some very small villages and hamlets
and also better known places like Hawes and Garsdale.
We passed under the Dent Head viaduct on the Settle to
Carlisle railway and stopped to take a few photos. We
then went through the Wensleydale region and as we
descended from the high ground, had a good view of
Bolton Castle, high on a hill at the village of Castle
Bolton. By this time the sun was beginning to shine and
it was considerably warmer.
The lunch stop was at The Farmers Arms, a lovely little
pub at Brompton-on-Swale who provided a carvery and
coped extremely well with the large numbers of MG
cars arriving. We had a quick lunch and left as there
were more MG’s than car park spaces! This time we left
with the roof down, where it stayed for the remainder of
the run.
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The third part of the route took us through the North Yorkshire town of Northallerton and onto the North York Moors
at the village of Osmotherley. Again some lovely scenery made all the nicer by the sunshine. During this part of the
run we were constantly crossing the Esk Valley Railway line which runs from Whitby to Middlesborough. We drove
through villages along the Esk Valley turning away from the river to our mid afternoon tea stop at Goathland,
a station on the NYMR and also known as ‘Aidensfield’, the setting for the TV police drama series “Heartbeat”. We
had a cup of tea at the café, took some photos and had a look around the souvenir shops before continuing.
The fourth and final part of the run took us through
more of the National Park to Sleights, very close to
Whitby and then through some more nice villages with
strange names such as Iburndale and Ugglebarnby!
We finally found ourselves on a good ‘A’ road for the
final 15 miles of the route which was a welcome relief
from the twisty narrow lanes we had been used to.
We reached Scarborough at 5.30 - 9 hours after leaving
Morecambe and we had clocked up 176 miles. We
then had about 2 hours to find and check into our hotel,
get showered and changed and then walk to the Mount
Hotel, Scarborough where a post run banquet had been
arranged. After the Pre-Run banquet the night before,
full english at our Morecambe hotel, coffees, cake and
carvery lunch along the route the last thing we wanted
was to eat again and we found most of the others were
feeling the same. However we did have a lovely meal
and swapped stories of our experiences along the route.
Happily, all 98 cars that started managed to finish this
very long run.
The event was planned by Norman Verona who has
connections with several MG owners clubs around
Yorkshire. We all agreed it had been a great success
and Norman is already planning a 2 day event for next
September called Peaks and Lakes (Peak District on
Day 1 and Lake District on Day 2) but with shorter
driving distances each day. Although we had never
met Norman before, we felt we knew him well due to
the vast numbers of informative and humorous emails
he sent out on a frequent basis. Many of the 2018 C2C
participants, including ourselves, have already signed
up for this so something to look for ward to next year.

One of the outfits

Jean and Paul Dalby
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Middleton Hall Monthly

August’s Monthly meet was greeted by a sunny morning as we met Rose and Dave and the Maccy D near
Middleton. After chatting with a couple of MG TF drivers and Steve had his breakfast we headed on to the Hall.
As usual there were lots of interesting vehicles – one or two we had spotted before, but again lots that we hadn’t
seen before from the classic motorbikes to massive American cars and hotrods.
For the second time we have also seen the Potteries and South Cheshire MG Owners Club, who come quite a few
miles to be there.
The sun got very warm by late morning and brought more cars in to the grounds. Fortunately for us we had parked
under some trees, so the car wasn’t a sauna when we got back to it. Having the roof off there is a danger of having
a car full of leaves after being under a tree, but it wasn’t too bad.
We headed off to have some lunch about 1.00-ish at the Mare Pool at Sutton Coldfield with the Husbands, before
home.

Bev
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THANK YOU

st
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Visit to Waddesdon Manor on Wednesday 1 August
Nine cars left the White horse car park just after 9:00 am heading for Waddesdon Manor, a National Trust property,
about 60 miles away near Aylesbury. It was built in the 1870's by Baron Rothschild.
We arrived about 10:45 am, parked the cars, ran to the toilet, checked in, and caught the bus to the house (apart from
a few super fit people who walked).
Our time for the house tour was mid-day so we just about had time for a coffee beforehand. The inside of the house
was opulent – fantastic.
As I walked round I got the impression that the rooms were just as they would have been in late Victorian times, and
in the same condition, not having suffered 130 years of wear and tear. The dining room was one of the first rooms we
went into.

The dining room
Weekend house parties were held there in Victorian times, and both the Queen and the Prince of Wales attended on
occasions. One of the guides told me that the house was one of the first to have electricity installed and when the
Queen next visited she spent quite a long time just switching the light on and off.

The mechanical elephant which
the Baron had made to entertain
the Shah of Persia when he
visited.
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I was also fascinated by the Baron's desk. There was a video showing that by pressing hidden buttons an extra
section would slide out, a “secret” compartment be revealed, or a set of drawers pop up from the surface of the
desk. The gardens are extensive and very well looked after, and the formal garden at the back of the house
is superb.

The back garden
Another picture of the back
garden

Stuart
The tour of the house took about 2 ½ hours and we all finished at different times. Afterwards Linda and I went
down to the Stables Cafe and saw Sue and Jerry, and Val, Derek and Roger down there. Unfortunately there was
very poor mobile reception down there and when we left about an hour later we had a missed call from Colin
asking where we were. They had, by that time, gone to Bicester.
We drove over and met up with them and Derek and Val arrived a few minutes later. We looked around the shops
at the Village - it is the most expensive shopping village I have ever been to, and packed with foreigners carry lots
of bags. We then we set off home.
There were three cars; I was in the lead, followed by Colin and then Derek. All went well until we got to the
roundabout just north of Towcester where the A5 and the A43 cross. I turned left onto the A5 towards Hinckley,
Derek did the same, and Colin went straight on. About 10 miles further on we stopped to have a meal and tried to
work out what had happened to Colin and Carol. We had just finished eating when the two of them walked in and
we listened to a story about a road closure which Colin had spotted and we had missed. Fortunately or
unfortunately (depending on your standpoint) the road closure was on the A5 south, not A5 north – our direction.
All in all we had a very good day (and good weather) and I would certainly recommend a visit to Waddesdon
Manor to anyone who is looking for a good day out.
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My Classic Car Show Summer.
The season so far from a houndie’s point of view.
Hello, my name is Jess. I have retired from racing and was adopted by Mom and Dad just in time for my first
Christmas in a home last year.
I love riding around in the car and every weekend Mom and Dad take me out somewhere with them. On a Saturday
morning I get very excited and try to get in the car when I go walkies and when I see dad put the doggie gear in the
car I know I am going on another adventure.
At Easter we went to the first Middleton Motors Monthly of the year.
It was very cold and I had to wear two coats to keep the wind at bay.
I met lots of people including Uncle Stephen and Auntie Bev for the first
time. One thing really puzzles me is why everyone calls Uncle Stephen
“Hagrid”, oh well never mind. Dad did get annoyed with me for trying to
get in all the cars but everyone else thought it was just sweet and
endearing. After the event Mom, Dad and Uncle Stephen and Auntie Bev
were very sneaky and dropped me at home and went to my favourite
doggie friendly restaurant. As you can imagine I was very miffed.
It was quite a tedious remainder of the month as the places we were
supposed to go to were all cancelled due to the weather and I does not like getting wet so it was probably just as well.
After weeks of waiting I saw Dad loading the car with a picnic, my bowl and lots of treats. This must mean that I am
going out. We went to a place called the National Memorial Arboretum. There were lots of other old cars there and
Mom treated me to a drink and a piece of cake at the cafe. I then stayed in the car with my best friend Betsy while
Dad visited his former Regiments memorial garden. Whatever that is supposed to be?
On the weekend that I normally go back to the Greyhound trust to run around the paddock we also went on a very
long drive from Wolverhampton to a place called Kiddermister and met Uncle Stephen at a pub that had a field full
of classic cars. I met lots of nice people and had lots of fuss and
hugs. When I was ready to go home Dad decided to stay and
have a pint of beer when all I wanted to do was go to sleep.
During the Bank Holiday weekend I had a very busy time not
only did I go back to the kennels for gallops around the field but I
went back to the pub in Kidderminster to meet Uncle

Stephen, Auntie Bev and lots of their friends. Dad even
let me and Betsy have lots of scraps at the pub lunch. On
the way home I heard Mom and Dad talking about rain
and thunderstorms but I did not see any until I got home
when a big storm started and I could not go outside at all
as the road that I cannot go on was flooded.
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A couple of weekends later I felt full of anticipation as on the Saturday Mom and Dad went out to buy lots of picnic
food and drinks, this could mean only one thing, we were going out again, hoorah. I was woken up very early the
next day and we were in the car when I am normally still asleep and we went to a place called the White Horse.
When we arrived I could see lots of cars everywhere and a lot of new people all wearing very bright clothes. I didn't
even have time to go for a wee as Uncle Graham was in a real hurry to go to the next place. Dad followed Uncle
Stephen and Auntie Bev but could not catch up as they had left before us. I could tell Dad was getting quite annoyed
and thought it better to go to sleep again. For some reason Dad had to stop the car on the way and lifted the bonnet,
This looks like trouble I thought but It was soon sorted and we met Uncle Graham at this very big house with an
enormous lake. For some reason Uncle Graham took Dad away in a big van and I had to stop with Mom in a tent.
When Dad came back these people called Colin and Carol arrived and I spotted that they were eating their lunch and
Colin had all this turkey on his plate. I must be the luckiest dog in the world because Colin dropped his turkey on
the floor and Carol made Colin give me his food. Thank you Uncle Colin. It was a very tiring day and at the end I
had my photo taken with everyone who organised the day.
By now I really expected to go out somewhere and the following weekend was no exception as soon as I spotted
Dad putting the picnic hamper in the car I was ready for the off. This time we seemed to go a long way and I did not
recognise any of the places we drove through. At the end of the journey we got stuck in a very big traffic jam for
what seemed like hours as I wanted to get out of the car for walkies. I noticed Mom sending messages to Auntie Bev
so I knew that they would be there. Eventually we got to this place called the Cotswold Wildlife Park and met Bev
and Hagrid. I thought it was very boring because all the cars looked the same but I met some new friends and had
hugs and cuddles from Rob and Jane Parry
from the MGF Register who have followed my
pictures on facebook.
The following week we went to see someone
called Auntie Pauline Blake at the Lullington
open gardens and classic car weekend. There
were hundreds of cars and people but Mom
kept complaining that it was too hot.
Now the really hot weather has finished I will
be able to go out again. See you soon.

Jess
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Attendance for ALL
visitors is strictly by
pre-registration only
Please register on-line
at
www.classicmotorhub
.com under Events.
We will meet at
Brinklow and make
our way to the
Classic Motor Hub at
Bibury
Come and join in for a
lovely club run where
you can spend the day
in the Cotswolds.
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Regional Events & Shows 2018
Coffee & Classics.
Classic Motor Hob, Bibury.
The Classic Motor Hub is based at the historic site of RAF Bibury in Gloucestershire, and offers a range of
hand-picked classic cars, bikes and modern performance cars for sale. We’re open every weekday between 9am
and 5pm, and are open on select weekend days for events. Get in touch with us today to learn more about any of
the vehicles in stock, or to talk to us about our classic motoring events and the range of automotive ephemera and
accessories we have for sale. ADDRESS Classic Motor Hub, Old Walls, Ablington, Bibury GL7 5NX
Our Coffee and Classics event of the year kicks off on Sunday between 10am and 1pm. Following the great
success of these events last year, we expect a fantastic turnout at our events,
Attendance for all visitors is strictly by pre-registration only as car / motorcycle parking at The Hub is limited,
so if you would like to come along please reserve your space today! Start by choosing the year and make of car (or
motorcycle) from the list below. If your make of car is not listed or you would like to give us more details on the
vehicle you're going to bring, please choose 'OTHER' and use fill out the 'ORDER NOTES' section at the online
checkout.
Car’s & Coffee Breakfast Club.
Coventry Transport Museum
Running on the second Saturday of each month from April to October (apart from August) this classic car event is
free to join. The September event is also part of Coventry Car & Motorcycle Day.
Bring your classic car, whatever it may be, to join other classics in a wide and varied display of beautiful cars
from years gone by, on Millennium Place outside the museum.
Coventry Transport Museums welcomes returning sponsor Footman James Insurance as the Cars & Coffee
Sponsor for 2018. Every registered participating car owner will receive a voucher for a free Tea/Coffee and Pastry
or Teacake from the Esquires range.
Due to space restrictions, places at Cars & Coffee are strictly limited, and only pre-registered vehicles will be
permitted onto Millennium Place on the day. To register please email info@culturecoventry.com
Restoration Show
Sun, October 28th
Stoneleigh Park Coventry Warwickshire CV8
2LG
Get your motor running with the help of The
Restoration Show and Great British Autojumble,
held at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire on
Sunday 28th October. It doesn’t matter if you’re
about to start a restoration, looking for your next
vehicle to restore or are in the final stages, you’ll
find an amazing array of parts, spares and some
good honest down-to-earth advice from the
experts to get your project underway or
completed.
Stay up to date with this year’s show by visiting
our website and social media channels
www.restoration-show.co.uk
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
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MG Owners’ Club is pleased to announce that we are once again offering a discount code for
members to purchase advance entry tickets for the Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show,
with Discovery running from Friday 9th until Sunday 11th November 2018. The discounts
available are for Adult and Family Saturday and Sunday tickets only.
To take advantage of the discounts on offer, you will need to login to the member’s area and go
to The partner discounts page, where you will find the offer code and link to the Classic Motor
Show. Many regard this as the biggest and best classic car show of the year

Joining together classic car enthusiasts from all over the UK and beyond, the 2018 classic car show will once
again grace the halls of Birmingham's NEC. Covering over one million square feet – that’s about 18 football
pitches - more than 3,000 iconic classic & vintage cars plus motorbikes will be showcased this year!
The Classic Motor Show brings together the UK’s leading classic car dealers offering a wealth of marques to
suit all needs and pockets. 300 classic car clubs and classic motor bike clubs present a diverse mix of marques,
discover rare and loved motors spanning more than 100 years shared with us by their dedicated members.
Celebrate ‘the best of the best’ from the UK classic car club scene with the grand final of the Meguiar's Club
Showcase. Not only will you find an unrivalled collection of vintage vehicles, you can also visit the UK's
biggest indoor Autojumble - a haven of car parts and spares for anyone working on their vehicle, as well as 500
specialist automotive exhibitors and traders offering a mix of products and services.
Be immersed in stunning classics, fantastic features, one of the most high-profile classic car auctions
with Silverstone Auctions, all in the presence of motoring celebrities including The Wheeler Dealers and many
more. This truly magnificent season finale of the motoring calendar will welcome 72,000 passionate motoring
enthusiasts - join us this November and be part of the UK's biggest and best Classic Motor Show!

The biggest and best Classic Car Show in the UK!

13

CLUB INFORMATION

Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Secretary

Graham Dorman

Bev Wright

John Carr

Kevan Varley

01455 289383

01455 845894

01455 209340

07921 257143

Committee Member

Committee Member

Events Co-ordinator

Michael Ricketts

Colin Kingsbeer

01455 553868

Bob Driver

01455 273161

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts

0116 3481587
robert.driver@sky.com

Events Co-ordinator

Derek Everitt
07831390270
derek.everitt@me.com

Web Editor: Angela Varley

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk

LE17 4US.

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org

Tel: 01455 553868
Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com
South Leicester Monthly Meetings

North Leicester Monthly Meetings

Membership open to all, so why not come along
and meet like-minded people and enjoy the
magic of the marque.

The North Leicester MG Club meets at
The Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,
between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton
Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the
month.
Contact Chris Tideswell

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at
the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton
Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is
£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For further
details contact the Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members
forum 8.30pm.

Tel: 01509 829478
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Events 2018/2019
October
Tuesday 2nd
Sunday 7th
Saturday 13th
Friday 19th
Sunday 21st

Monthly Meeting.
Coffee & Classics
Car’s & Coffee Breakfast Club
Skittle Night.
Val & Derek Sunday Lunch Run.

The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Advert in Events
See Regional Events
Full
Full

November
Tuesday 6th
9th-11th
Thursday 22nd

Monthly Meeting.
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Classic Car Show.
NEC Birmingham
Waddesdon Manor Christmas Fair/Carnival See notice Board

December
Tuesday 4th
Sunday 9th
Thursday 20th

January

Tuesday 8th
Sunday DTBC

February

Tuesday 5th

March

Tuesday 5th

April

Tuesday 9th

Monthly Meeting.
Christmas Sunday Lunch
Only fools and 2 course dinner

The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Stuart
Full

Monthly Meeting
MG & Triumph Spares Day

The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Stoneleigh Park. Warwickshire

Monthly Meeting & AGM

The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Monthly Meeting

The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Monthly Meeting

The White Horse, Broughton Astley

Deadline for next Torque is 22nd October 2018

