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I am compiling a booklet for the 40th Anniversary of the Club.
Would you like to contribute to it?
I suggest a paragraph about how you heard of the Club in the first place and why you joined. What you get
from it. Etc. Etc. Plus two or three anecdotes. Maybe a photo?
No more than two A.4 pages in a Word document. If you would like to contribute
but can’t write anything immediately, please let me know so that I may commence
with the layout of the booklet.

Thanks,
Glen

glenlee10@sky.com
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Christmas at Waddesdon

Roger & Sharon, Val & I set off down to junction 5 of the M1 travelling along the A43 it was just like
Christmas with the very first hard frost of the year, we turned off onto the 4100 into Bicester town.
Bicester Town is a civil parish in Cherwell district of northeastern
Oxfordshire, the town is spread out with a long Main Street with
a variety of shops and cafe’s, fancying a coffee we headed for
Weatherspoon’s where we enjoyed 2 cups each for the price of one,
can’t be bad. We had a look around all the shops and in and out of
every charity shop looking for a pair of braces for Roger as he had
decided dressing up for the clubs “Only Fools and Three Course’s
night at Ullesthorpe Court Hotel.
We had arranged to meet Colin and Carol at Bicester but had a call
from Colin that he had got a bit lost in Burbage due to the road
works and was running late, it was agreed to meet up at Waddesdon
Manor. We headed over to Jenny’s cafe to have an early lunch,
sitting by a very cold window a shadow appeared, looking to see
what it was, there stood Gillian and Michael looking in as if we were
the entertainment for the day. They were off to a romantic night stay
in a luxurious hotel by the gates of Waddesdon with a visit to the
grounds today and the house the next day.
After our jacket potatoes we headed to Waddesdon Manor meeting
up with Colin and Carol, we all had a walk around the 86
hand-selected exhibitors all housed in charming wooden chalets. To
say you could quickly get into the Christmas spirit was an under
statement with whisky & brandy liqueur tasting everywhere.
Everywhere looked amazing with Christmas lights and displays,
a visit into the wine shop was on the cards only to have a look at
a bottle of wine for £1,500.00 and a timely welcoming warm.
A walk down to the French 17th century style stables with lights
shining into the trees . The complex now houses a café, shop and the
Coach House gallery. In the centre of the courtyard is a bronze
horse by Edgar Boehm, believed to be the Duke of Wellington’s
charger, Copenhagen. We decided to go inside the cafe rather than
sit on luxurious looking sheep skin covered chairs outside, after hot
chocolate all round it was time for a visit to the tunnel of light,
unfortunately it was still a bit light so we didn’t get the full effect of
the lights, by this time we were all getting rather cold and tired, it
was time to make a move to the shuttle bus back to the car park. We
made arrangements to meet at the New Inn at Long Buckby on the
A5 where we enjoyed a lovely meal, drink and best of all a nice
warm place to relax after a lovely day out.

Derek.

MG’S ON TOUR GLOUSTERSHIRE
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When we were thinking of spending the day at the Revival Show in the Cotwolds late September we decided it was
too far to travel there and back in a day so a weekend was planned with Sylvia and Ray. Hotel booked, The Egypt
Mill in Nailsworth on the banks of the River Frome which was only 20 minutes from the Cotswolds airfield. This
is a rustic style hotel ,originally a 16th century corn mill, the wheels had been restored and were spectacular.
Ray wanted to give us a tour of Gloucestershire where he lived in his younger years, and was also PC Sylvia’s
stomping ground as a local Police officer, so our tour included some romantic reminiscence too!
So leaving Lutterworth on a very chilly
morning we headed for Moreton in Marsh for
breakfast. Hoods down, tummies full, Ray
and Sylvia took the lead, the countryside
rolled before us and the sun shone but it was
still chilly! Having had such a delightful
breakfast we skipped our coffee break and
enjoyed the road tour of a very picturesque
corner of Gloucestershire. We had never been
to this area before, the views were
spectacular, passing through some beautiful villages such as Dursley, Uley ( amazing views) Frocester, Leonard
Stanley and so many more.
We didn’t see it but certainly heard the “twang” as Sylvia and Ray were nearly garrotted in front of our eyes. It was
a shaded spot along a single track lane with very high hedgerows, we had already experienced a few near misses
with pheasants, deer, horses and cyclists, now a
rope had been pulled across the road by a farmer as
he moved his cattle. The noise we heard was the
rope hitting the windscreen, riding up and then
along the side windows, luckily these were up
otherwise it would have been a different story, they
were both shocked and Ray reversed back. There
were no other hazard signs or reflective markings on
the road, a very dangerous practise and it would be
a different story if you has been cyclist. Do you say
anything to the farmer, not when he is herding his
cattle to the next field and the last cow, turns and
gives you the longest stare ever!! ( Little does he
know, soon to be Roast Beef !)
And so to lunch and a well earned break and recovery time. The Old Passage is in Arlingham and overlooks the
River Severn, the small town of Newnham-on-Severn and the hills of the ancient Forest of Dean can be enjoyed
from the river bank. Lunch was superb, this used to be one of Ray’s local Pubs, now predominately a fish
restaurant, their take on traditional fish and
chips was amazing.
With thoughts of dinner we decided not to
partake in dessert.
River Severn Bore;
Ray explained that this location is one of the
world's most amazing natural events; the
Severn Bore....and you don't have to be a
surfer to appreciate the spectacle.

MG’S ON TOUR GLOUSTERSHIRE
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Here at certain combinations of the tides, the rising water is funnelled up the estuary into a wave of up to 2
metres. Travelling rapidly upstream against the river current the Bore travels a distance of approximately 25
miles between Awre and Gloucester. The largest Bores occur in spring, but smaller bores can be seen
throughout. You can hear it coming for miles and is uproarious as it surges past.

Again with full tummies we set of on our second half of our tour………………...
We arrived in Nailsworth ready for a walk so checked in and headed to town for a breath of fresh air, yes we
were in an open top cars…. A small market to the east of Stroud, very pretty with the usual gift and antique
shops, restaurants and pubs. It was getting late in the day and dinner was booked for 7pm and a gin and tonic
was waiting so we headed back to the hotel. We were not disappointed with the menu, freshly prepared and
with a stunning backdrop of the water mill, friendly staff, an enjoyable evening was had by all. We arranged to
meet for breakfast and at 8am were sitting at the same table as the previous evening. It looks like all we seem
to be doing is eating, well we do enjoy our food! By 8.30 we were on our way to The Revival Show which in
our view was rather disappointing. Which is such a shame as so much time and effort is put into brining these
shows to life. By the time of the “drive by” of the classic vehicles in the main arena there were not many
general public left and it was down to Carol and Gill to fly the flag for SLMG on the side lines

Gillian

DIARY OF
A ROAD
RUN
Countdown to
South Leicester
MG Club
Ratae Run
2018

Date 10th June 2017
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Having a well deserved dinner at a local pub, after a successful 2017 Ratae Run.
Well that's finished with, where are we going next year, asked Graham our
chairman, the hunt was on again to find an end venue. We all left with that
thought in our minds.
24th June 2017
On one of our club holidays at the end of June at Lyndhurst in the New Forest
chairman Graham commented on how difficult it was to find the right venue for
next year's Ratae Run, it must meet curtain criteria’s, i.e. Somewhere to park
about 120 Classic cars for a start, how much will they charge for visiting the
venue, and of course we want everyone to enjoy the surroundings.
2nd October 2017
Graham & Michael had a couple of ideas given to them by members of the club
for the end venue, after studying both they decided the end venue would be
Deene Park, in Northamptonshire.
22nd October 2017
The chairman Graham then had to make a visit to Deene Park to see if it was
possible to hold the event there, Reporting back he said he had spoken to the
owner Robert Brudenell who lives here with his wife Charlotte and there son
William and they were fully supportive of our arrangements and offered the
club a discounted entry fee to the gardens and house, which was great news.
13th February 2018
The first meeting of the Ratae Run 2018 committee, took place on Tuesday at
the Hollybush Ashby Parva near Lutterworth. “Now we have an end venue”
announced Chairman Graham we need two volunteers to work out a route from
the start venue ,which was our regular monthly meeting place The White Horse,
Broughton Astley in Leicestershire to the coffee stop which Colin and Derek
volunteered to look into, Stuart decided he would do the first half, and Kieron
the second half to the end venue. Michael decided he would look at sponsorship
for this year as well.
4th March 2018
Colin and Derek had a job finding a suitable venue that needed to be about half
way to Deene Park our end venue, “ we have tried so many places now and
every time it's the same problem, parking 120 cars, “so we have decided to use
Gates Garden Centre again this year, we have used it before and is ideal having
a huge car park, catering facilities which are excellent, and the most
photographed men's urinals in the country” said Colin.
13th March 2018
The second meeting’s job tonight was to sort out who was doing what. One bit
of good news was that both parts of the Ratae Run had been handed to
Chairman Graham, the first half by Stuart to the half way stop at Gates Garden
Centre and the second half to the finished venue at Deene Park by Kieron, well
done to both.
The next step will see Chairman Graham and Nicky test the Ratae Run to make
sure that all the Tulip direction and mileage are correct then it can go to print.
Chairman Graham volunteering to put out direction arrows, banners, transport
and equipment to the end venue. We will be going ahead with the cake stall,
raffle and tombola.
Entries have slowed down with only 50 places booked, Advertising in
“Enjoying MG” was advised.
Graham agreed price for breakfast rolls and refreshments at
the start venue, and has informed the Local Authority and Police
of planned route.

8th April 2018
Chairman Graham report on the first run out of the Ratae Run.
“Left home in MGF at 10.10am hoping for a pleasant ride with a bit
of sunshine, drove to the White Horse and you guessed it, started
raining. Good job we had the hood up. Zero trip at 10.15 am and
we're off checking Stuart's first half route, Thoroughly enjoyable
route over 38 miles even though we had to drive through a flood
across the road near Twyford!. We arrived at Gates Garden Centre
about 12.05 ready for a bite to eat. we enjoyed a good serving of
delicious food. So much so, we could both have enjoyed a quick
nap!! Needless to say the second half written by Kieron was to be
checked. Zero trip at 2pm, still raining, off we went again.
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Sunday 10th June Ratae Run 2018 Day

We all enjoyed a very successful Ratae 2018. With
over 120 cars participating on the day. At Deene Park
we had to clear the Geese mess before we could erect
our big tent so we had to call in the “Geese poo
cleaner”! namely Nicky who got down to the task
straight away with her poo stick. As all the promoting
and planning of the event in the months leading up to
the big day, as a team we pull off an amazing event.
This must have been one of the most spectacular end
venues we have had with such an picturesque back
drop, with the lake and gardens in the foreground.
The feedback has been very complimentary and the
weather was just the icing on the cake. What a great
day., thank you to everyone who has helped and
supported the club in whatever capacity.

Again the route was brilliant, even better if it was dry and dare we
say sunny! We arrived at Deene Park at 3.40pm, still raining.
The journey home took just over an hour. Route total mileage 77
miles. Total mileage we covered was107 miles. A few details need
to be addressed on both sections but it was a fantastic Ratae Run
route which our club, once again have come up trumps! After a
After the clear up, we all went off for a nice meal to
quick cup of tea it's time to clean a very dirty MGF.”
celebrate the organising of a great day. I didn't quite
10th April 2018
believe what the chairman Graham said to me when
Sponsors have been contacted by Gillian and Michael and TMS
we sat there. “You have done extremely well to keep
( traction motor services of Hinckley) have agreed to design the
your high vis vest on” or did he mention “it’s time to
Rally Plaque and front page of Tulip Guide, with image of Deene
Park and either a MGY or Magnette. It was agreed to have the fridge think about next years end venue”. What do you
think?
magnet and sweets for the Rally Packs. ACVR Services, MB Sign
Design, Hinckley and Rugby Building Society, Turner Insurance
Group and R&R MOT Centre, Bishop and Bishop MG Winston and
The White Horse Broughton Astley have also agreed sponsorship.
Liam from Gilmorton Garage will provide Vehicle Recovery.
15th May 2018
Chairman Graham gave us all a list of responsibilities ranging from the start
venue, overflow car parking, Flag man, breakfast rolls and control centre.
End venue, Direction arrows, Banners, Raffle, Cake stall, Rally control, float
and of course a cashier. After another run out Chairman Graham reported
that all mileage, tulip directional arrows and rally instructions were now
correct. a date for printing of the packs and plagues was confirmed by
Kieron. It was also reported by Michael that bookings were now
increasing, we now have 98 cars attending on the day.
5th June 2018
Things are hotting up for the big day, we now have 120 cars booked in,
the Rally information and Tulip guides have now been printed with the
plaques and very nice they look.
7th June 2018
Chairman Graham and Nicky preparing the Rally packs, filling each pack
with Rally information guide, breakfast and coffee vouchers, welcome to
Deene park leaflet, Fridge magnet, sweets to suck if anyone takes the
wrong turn, our lovely Plaque, there was a leaflet about our chosen charity
for this years Ratae Run being Abbies Hideaway, a charity set up
following Abbie Beth Mustard fight with Leukemia, The aim is to provide
families with the opportunity to spend quality vacation time with their
children while undergoing treatment for cancer/Leukemia free of charge.
After 2 hours we gave up and continued the next day for another two
hours. Altogether, 130 rally packs were put together.
9th June 2018
Val and Derek had the job of running around collecting homemade cakes for
the cake stall, Gillian and Michael and Maria and Mike checked the route for
any changes or road closures. Gillian and Michael started to prepare the
control centre paper work adding names as late as today, “We now have 118
cars taking part, said Michael

Derek

View this article in Enjoying MG magazine December Edition 2018

Derek
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As a precursor to the Club’s Celebration of its 40th Anniversary in 2019, I am
copying the Editor’s article which was printed in the 1993 programme for the
Annual Rally at Stanford Hall:

SOUTH
LEICESTERSHIRE
MG OWNERS CLUB
CLUB PROFILE
Our Club was founded some 15 years ago by a
small band of M.G. enthusiasts (Harry Wray,
Malcolm Badger, Steve Szucik, Graham Weston)
who are still active members today.
I am a comparatively new member having joined
this happy band some 10 or 11 years ago. At
present we have about 60 members and most of
them have rebuilt their M.Gs. several have born
involved in renovating more than one car.
You can appreciate that their wives and girl-friends
are just as keen since a great deal of their leisure
time is spent in the garage, however there is the
enjoyment of attending the numerous events
organised over the year.
These include the Regency Run, the South Downs
Run, the Marcham Road Run and the Norwich
Union Classic Rally. Most of these take us off the
beaten track on to minor roads where crews are
able to stop and admire the views and visit places
of interest.
Every year the Jersey M.G.O.C. have sent us an
invitation to attend their 4-day Rally in May. They
make us all very welcome and we always enjoy the Island’s hospitality.
Our Club’s main event is the Annual Rally held here in Stanford Hall on the 1st Sunday in May and it is know as
one of the best major events in the M.G. calendar. This event attracts some 500-600 MGs along with many other
classic cars.
The Town and Country Festival at Stoneleigh is another venue which all Club members enjoy. We have enjoyed
the fun and atmosphere of having our own stand there for the last two years. Members take their cars along to
local events and have been involved in rising monies for both local and national charities. Our Club is in regular
contact with the M.G. Car Club, The M.G.
Owners Club and the Octagon M.G.Club.
Ken Humber
Glen Lee
Secretary
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CLUB NEWS

NOTICE
Please note that the January
monthly meeting has been
moved to the
8th January 2019
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2018
Letter to the Editor,
May we thank the MG Club,
particularly Stuart and Linda, for a
lovely afternoon.
The venue, Ullesthorpe Court was
excellent. The private room was cosy.
The tables were beautifully laid. The
food and drink were good. The service
was efficient and unobtrusive.
And the company? Delightful.

AGM MEETING
TUESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY
2019
8PM PROMPT
ALL CLUB MEMBERS
WELCOME

Thanks,
Glen & John Lee

THE WHITE HORSE,
BROUGHTON ASTLEY
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REGIONAL EVENTS AND SHOWS
If you have not been to this event before it is

Saturday 2nd February 2019
Bowling, Faggots or Chicken & Chips £12

definitely a must for your diary, without
doubt this is one of the best winter events,
organised by Margaret and supported by
club members, its a great night out, and the
food is delicious. so what are you waiting
for, come along and join us. Payment must
be made to Nicky at the January meeting
please. Booking essential

A selection of spares, parts and all that car
lovers need to give their motor some tender
loving care, Both MG and Triumph clubs
will be gracing Stoneleigh Park with the best
of the bunch coming along to join us! See an
array of Cars for Sale at the MG and
Triumph Spares Day!
A mass of general and autojumble trade
stands, the MG and Triumph show has a
wealth of wonders for the car enthusiast!
We will be on show as a club, so come along
and say hello
Officially the UK’s fastest growing classic car
show and hailed the ‘friendliest of car shows’,
the Practical Classics Classic Car and
Restoration Show, with Discovery, truly is
Spring’s best classic car show. Taking place
in March, this year's show attracted over
28,000 visitors across 3 days, and brought
together all aspects of classic motoring.
Walking through the halls, visitors were
greeted by cars of all marques in various
states of repairs; from rusty barn finds,
through to concourse quality with everything
in between. I think its a bit expensive at £20
a ticket then £12 parking, but its up to you.
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CLUB INFORMATION

Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Secretary

Graham Dorman

Bev Wright

John Carr

Kevan Varley

01455 289383

01455 845894

01455 209340

07921 27143

Committee Member

Committee Member

Events Co-ordinator

Michael Ricketts

Colin Kingsbeer

01455 553868

Bob Driver

01455 273161

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts

0116 3481587
robert.driver@sky.com

Events Co-ordinator

Derek Everitt
07831390270
derek.everitt@me.com

Web Editor: Angela Varley

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk

LE17 4US.

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org

Tel: 01455 553868
Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com
South Leicester Monthly Meetings

North Leicester Monthly Meetings

Membership open to all, so why not come along
and meet like-minded people and enjoy the
magic of the marque.

The North Leicester MG Club meets at
The Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,
between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton
Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the
month.
Contact Chris Tideswell

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at
the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton
Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is
£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For further
details contact the Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members
forum 8.30pm.

Tel: 01509 829478
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Events 2019
January
Tuesday 1st
Tuesday 8th

New Year Day Charity Meet
Monthly Meeting

Classic Motor Hub, Bibury
The White Horse, Broughton Astley

February
Saturday 2nd
Tuesday 5th
Sunday 10th

Slater Street, Leicester. Indoor Bowling
Monthly Meeting & AGM
MG & Triumph spares day

See Nicky
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Stoneleigh Park. Warwickshire

March
Tuesday 5th
Fri 22nd-Sun 24th

Monthly Meeting
Classic Car & Restoration Show

The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Birmingham NEC

April
Sunday 7th
Tuesday 9th

Daffodil Sunday
Monthly Meeting

See Gillian and Michael
The White Horse, Broughton Astley

May
Tuesday 7th

Monthly Meeting

The White Horse, Broughton Astley

June
Sunday 2nd
Tuesday 4th
Sunday 9th

Coffee and Classics
Monthly Meeting
Club Ratae Road Run

Classic Motor Hub, Bibury
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Michael & Gillian
Classic Motor Hub, Bibury
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Classic Motor Hub, Bibury

Fri 26th-28th

Coffee and Classics
Monthly Meeting
Hub Retro Summer BBQ
Club outing Warner Nidd Hall and
Yorkshire Pudding Run
Silverstone Classic

August
Sunday 4th
Tuesday 6th
Sunday 11th

Coffee and Classics
Monthly Meeting
Trains, Boats and Teas

Classic Motor Hub, Bibury
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Peter Stevenson House, Pailton

September
Tuesday 3rd
Sunday 8th
Sunday 15th

Monthly Meeting
Atherstone Motor Show
Hinckley Bid Classic Motorshow

The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Atherstone Town Centre
Hinckley Town Centre

October
Sunday 5th
Tuesday 8th

Final Coffee and Classics
Monthly Meeting

Classic Motor Hub, Bibiury
The White Horse, Broughton Astley

November
Tuesday 5th

Monthly Meeting

The White Horse, Broughton Astley

December
Tuesday 3rd

Monthly Meeting

The White Horse, Broughton Astley

July
Sunday 7th
Tuesday 9th
Saturday 21st
Friday 26th

Deadline for next Torque is 21st January 2019
Send your articles to Gillian - mgricketts@btinternet.com

