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Article from the
Hinckley Times
sent in by Derek.

AGM AGENDA
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TUESDAY 5th. FEBRUARY 2019
8PM PROMPT
THE WHITE HORSE, BROUGHTON ASTLEY
AGENDA

1

Chairman's Report

Graham Dorman

2

Secretary's Report

Beverley Wright

3

Treasurer’s Report

John Carr

4

Ratae Run Report

Michael Ricketts

5

Monthly Raffle Report

Marion Driver
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Election of Committee Members :Chairman /Secretary /Treasurer /2 Others

7

Membership Coordinator

Vacant

8

Election of Web/Adverts Coordinator

Vacant

9

Election of Events Cordinator & Assistant

Bob Driver & Derek Everitt.

10 Election of Torque Editor

Vacant

11 Choose Charity for 2019 Ratae Run
12 Choose Monthly Raffle Charity 2019
13 Any other Business

The club needs to evolve with new inspiration and energy and therefore it is
imperative that we have volunteers to join the committee. If you would like
to be part of the committee contact Graham Dorman or email Club Secretary
Bev Wright prior to the meeting.
** Other agenda items please email to Bev or Graham prior to the meeting
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HOW WILL BREXIT
AFFECT THE
CLASSIC CAR SCENE
Since the previous Labour government left office in 2010, it's generally recognised that there has been greater
recognition and appreciation of classic cars in Westminster. Many positive changes have been introduced without
reference to legislation in the wider EU. Where historic vehicles have complex, recognised legal status in much
of Europe with restrictions on use, Britain has welcomed the free movement of parts and vehicles without placing
onerous limits on how we use our classic cars.
European tourism has boomed, and the import and export of cars and their components exploded in an
easily-accessed international market. This has resulted in easy maintenance and a steady growth in values of
classic cars. But should owners of classic cars welcome, or fear, Brexit?

A second referendum ? Unlikely so looks like we will leave the European Union
(EU) in just a few weeks from now, inevitably there will be consequences in store
for classic car owners in the UK.

The trade view
The free and easy trading of classic cars within Europe for us Brits - something we've enjoyed for more than
a decade - could change, although by how much will come down to trade negotiations, if we choose to leave the
EU.
Daniel Donovan, the founder of classic car dealer DD Classics says that the market is already on the move, and
won't settle until the result and impact of the referendum is fully understood. However, if you might be surprised
by how it's moving, and that's as much down to turbulence in Europe as it is our own referendum.
'Classic car investments face significant growth as financial markets wobble,' Daniel says. 'With these
unparalleled levels of uncertainty facing the European continent, it is believed that we will see more investors
focusing their sights on luxury items to retain a significant return on investment.'
Economist Roger Bootle says that traders who buy and sell abroad could benefit from Brexit, by looking
favourably beyond Europe. 'We would be free to establish agreements with markets such as China, Brazil, Russia
and India through the World Trade Organisation,' he says. All have fast-growing classic car markets.
Investment bank KPMG concluded it would be better for the car industry to remain in the EU. 'The attractiveness
of the UK as a place to do automotive business is defined by its membership of the EU,' says its latest report.
Beyond the simple matter of buying and selling classic cars, there are implications for owners. Parts supply and
costs are expected to increase if we leave the EU. For many, low-cost parts from Eastern Europe have had
a significant impact on the running costs of classics. They are manufactured to a recognised quality standard, but
are not currently affected by import duty.
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The importer view
By leaving the EU, duty on imports will be expected to return in addition to VAT. John Kulin, from classic car
importer Golden Chariots certainly feels that this is the case, and that bringing cars in from Europe will end up
costing more.
'To import a vehicle from outside the EU, individuals will have to pay VAT and a 10% duty on the value of the
car,' he says.
'Someone importing a car from the inside the EU won’t have to pay VAT. So they’d just have to pay customs
duty, transportation and a £55 fee to register the car in the UK.’
Then there's the matter of what is - and what isn't - a historic vehicle. When importing from the USA, there's the
issue of differing levels of duty for historic and non-historic vehicles. And it's not based purely on the age of the
vehicle.
Auctions and sales offer most scope for additional costs in leaving the EU. Already expensive for individuals
without a business to absorb the premiums and VAT or account for onward sale reliefs, the Government will be
quick to see opportunity away from a unified market. Owners and auction houses could find an additional burden
of work to account for difference duties, and should the EU model continue to break down, an overall reduction in
the value of classic cars could result as trade stagnates.

Article based on info from “ClassicCarsforSale/
Michael

Dave's New Chauffeur
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As some of you may be aware I have been somewhat grounded of late after being dragged to A&E
from the office suffering from a heart attack just before the Christmas Holidays.
Unfortunately the cardiology team will not allow me to walk too far or too quickly, no lifting, no
pushing or pulling and no driving at the moment.

Therefore it is my great pleasure to introduce my new
driver Stephen (Jeeves) Wright.

Before and………….

After parking

On Sunday 13th January I was collected by the chauffeur driven MG3 and having left the ladies at
home we headed out to RAF museum Cosford on a jolly boys outing and to meet up with the
central group of the MGF Register.
Once the driver had managed to develop the necessary skills to park between the designated lines
in the car park We headed for a well deserved mug of coffee and a wander around the very much
extended museum. Having only ventured as far as hospital appointments and visits to the healthy
food purveyors recently this was quite an adventure and we retuned to my local for a couple of
drinks and lunch before reporting back to the Mem Sahib.

Dave H.
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Owning a Classic Car
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With the new rolling 40-year vehicle excise duty (better known as road tax) exemption, you would think that there
has never been a better time to own a classic car in the UK, I often wonder why I am not seeing more classic cars
around Coventry University ( where I work), ideal for students, however all I have spotted so far is a sad looking
Morris Minor and an MGB, held together by duck tape !! But this isn't my storyline, and by no means why we
adopted “Iris” some 8 years ago.
I had wanted an MG for some time and when looking around, for me, it had to be the MGA with all the curves,
like my ladies, you can’t beat nice curves! so Iris ticked all the boxes. It took almost 4 years of saving and looking
around until eventually we found Iris. Here she is on the very first day picking up from Former Glory.

It was at the weekend when I was fitting a new radiator on Iris and a friend of mine posted on Facebook how much
they had spent on child care in the last 8 years! A whopping £71,000, OMG, anyhow this got me thinking what
had we spent on Iris and what are the pros and cons of owning a classic.
Well I am not even going there as over the years we have splashed out for; full engine rebuild, new 5 speed gear
box, new prop shaft, new suspension all around, new chrome wheels, petrol tank, new carburettors, new electronic
ignition, 2 new fuel pumps, this is my 3rd radiator, starter motor, front wing, rear wing, sills and the list goes on,
not to mention carpeting the garage! Tools and the hundreds on man
hours, not only by me but by club fellow members supporting the
re-build. I have two words to round it all up—bankrupt!
So owning a classic isn’t for everyone– so how do you know if it’s for
you, and where do you draw a line?
Looking at the cons:
You never know what you are buying or what lies beneath, and if like
me and not particularly savvy on the mechanics or body work, you end
up lavishly splashing out for expertise, it is a fast learning curve.
A classic takes a lot of loving care and attention, you need somewhere
safe, dry and secure to store her. Spare parts are sometimes difficult to
find, and when you do they can be expensive, and there are a limited
number of capable garages to support you, don’t be fooled by the name
or reputation, classic cars are needy when it comes to servicing etc.
Reliability, you need a good insurance as we have all been on a low
loader at some time in our lives, and unfortunately older cars are more
prone to rust, we have experienced that first hand with botched repairs
on Iris many years ago, before we owned her.
There is no inbuilt satnav, ( only a sat nag), no power steering, no
smartphone syncing, and like Iris a heater with its own mind, works
perfectly in the summer, but never in the winter! Not to mention the
electric windows? What windows!!
And of course, they are rarely water tight, we tend to be wetter on the inside than on the outside, dungarees are not
a bad call when the rain really sets in, and we have had our fair share of wipers fly off the car!
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So what are the Pros:
Well firstly for us is the social life, through the club and club
holidays, runs and even other club runs we have gained so
many friends, all as barmy as we are, not to mention all of the
clubs non-car social events, SLMGC has changed our lives.
The other and probably one of the greatest Pros for me is we
are in this together, Gill is as batty as me, we both love going
out in Iris, meeting people, getting involved and Gill loves
coming into the garage to lend a hand, although I have not seen
her using the polish yet. It is something you can do together
and enjoy as a team.

The driving experience cannot be matched by a modern car, in
a classic you hear all the noises, smells and vibrations of
driving, you feel the drive and the road, with a sense of a richer driving experience and appreciation of the car and
surroundings. You always meet a smile and a wave from fellow enthusiasts and even by passers, and in some cases
priority parking.
There is an element of financial bonus too, zero rates road tax for one, this was a scheme introduce by the
government to encourage people to own classics and protect part of our
heritage. Their value, if looked after, tends to go up rather than down
unlike modern cars, the depreciation level is minimal if not “0”, of course if
you have a run like ours then it will take some years to redeem our
investment, but you can’t put a value on the enjoyment and social gain we
have had.
I can’t enter the garage without putting a smile on my face, sad as it may
sound I always say hello or good morning to Iris , she has become very
much a part of who we are.
So in conclusion, Owning a Classic Car
with all the cons and pros, if you want
a true driving experience and are
prepared to dedicate time to looking
after and maintaining a car, then
a classic is the right thing for you.
Low tax or exemption and possibly
increase in value, certainly makes good
financial sense.
What would we have done without Iris
or another classic car in our lives,
probably a kitchen extension, a few
cruise holidays or taken up golf and paid
extortionate club fees, whatever the
choice you end up spending whatever it
is you have, it’s not so much of what
you have, but what you do with what you have.
Even if some days coming home on a low loader and I have cursed and said
that’s it! She is going!.....( she as in Iris not Gill), we have never looked back,
Iris was the best investment we ever made, so owning a classic for us has been
positively life changing.

Michael

New Year’s Day at the Hub10

Graham
First outing of 2019 in the MGF to The Classic Motor Hub in Bibury.
I met up with Jim and Melvyn in Brinklow at about 9.30am and travelled down the Old Fosse stopping off in Stowe for
breakfast. Once inside the cafe Jim was in his element chatting up four laddies, making their day!! Then it was time
to continue onto Bibury. The weather was chilly but dry. The event was fully booked, we even had to wait for a place
to park. The Ratae Board was placed in a prime position, between the two food fenders. Many leaflets were taken
away. There was live music playing for most of the day making the atmosphere very pleasant.
Forthcoming events will be held throughout the year.
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MARKET HARBOROUGH CAR MEET

Every 3rd Sunday of the month.
10.00 am till 3pm
Held on hard standing in the
winter months then the field in
the summer time
Cafe facilities on site
Second outing this year and first time in the Midget Nicky and I enjoyed a late breakfast in
the Wetherspoons pub on the main street in Market Harborough before spending a couple of hours
viewing about 30 classic cars in glorious sunshine. Will definitely go again.

Nicky and Graham
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REGIONAL EVENTS AND SHOWS
A selection of spares, parts and all that car lovers need to give
their motor some tender loving care, Both MG and Triumph
clubs will be gracing Stoneleigh Park with the best of the
bunch coming along to join us! See an array of Cars for Sale
at the MG and Triumph Spares Day!
A mass of general and autojumble trade stands, the MG and
Triumph show has a wealth of wonders for the car enthusiast!
We will be on show as a club, so come along and say hello
Officially the UK’s fastest growing classic car show and hailed the
‘friendliest of car shows’, the Practical Classics Classic Car and
Restoration Show, with Discovery, truly is Spring’s best classic car
show. Taking place in March, this year's show attracted over 28,000
visitors across 3 days, and brought together all aspects of classic
motoring. Walking through the halls, visitors were greeted by cars
of all marques in various states of repairs; from rusty barn finds,
through to concourse quality with everything in between. I think its
a bit expensive at £20a ticket then £12 parking, but its up to you.

Not to be missed, This popular Sunday run with Sunday Lunch at the
finish is a must, to start the MG season of 2019.
Please put your name down on the Notice board or see Gillian or Michael
for more information.

Come and support the Daffodil Sunday Run, its a great
day out to dust of the cobwebs from your MG and the
winter blues.
Please put your name down on the Notice board or see
Gillian & Michael for more information.
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CLUB INFORMATION

Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Secretary

Graham Dorman

Bev Wright

John Carr

Kevan Varley

01455 289383

01455 845894

01455 209340

07921 27143

Committee Member

Committee Member

Events Co-ordinator

Michael Ricketts

Colin Kingsbeer

01455 553868

Bob Driver

01455 273161

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts

0116 3481587
robert.driver@sky.com

Events Co-ordinator

Derek Everitt
07831390270
derek.everitt@me.com

Web Editor: Angela Varley

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk

LE17 4US.

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org

Tel: 01455 553868
Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com
South Leicester Monthly Meetings

North Leicester Monthly Meetings

Membership open to all, so why not come along
and meet like-minded people and enjoy the
magic of the marque.

The North Leicester MG Club meets at
The Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,
between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton
Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the
month.
Contact Chris Tideswell

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at
the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton
Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is
£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For further
details contact the Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members
forum 8.30pm.

Tel: 01509 829478
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Events 2019
February
Saturday 2nd
Tuesday 5th
Sunday 10th

Slater Street, Leicester. Indoor Bowling
Monthly Meeting & AGM
MG & Triumph spares day

See Nicky
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Stoneleigh Park. Warwickshire

March
Tuesday 5th
Sunday 17th
Fri 22nd-Sun 24th

Monthly Meeting
March Hare Run
Classic Car & Restoration Show

The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Gillian and Michael
Birmingham NEC

April
Sunday 7th
Tuesday 9th
Sunday 28th

Daffodil Sunday
Monthly Meeting
Bluebell Run

See Gillian and Michael
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Notice Board

May
Sunday 5th
Sunday 5th
Tuesday 7th
Sunday 19th

Donnington Historic Festival
Stratford Festival of motoring
Monthly Meeting
Rose of the Shires Road Run

See Notice Board
See Notice Board
The White Horse, Broughton Astley

June
Sunday 2nd
Tuesday 4th
Sunday 9th

Coffee and Classics
Monthly Meeting
Club Ratae Road Run

Classic Motor Hub, Bibury
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Michael & Gillian
Classic Motor Hub, Bibury
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Classic Motor Hub, Bibury
Club Holiday

Fri 26th-28th

Coffee and Classics
Monthly Meeting
Hub Retro Summer BBQ
Club outing Warner Nidd Hall and
Yorkshire Pudding Run
Silverstone Classic

August
Sunday 4th
Tuesday 6th
Sunday 11th
Sunday 18th

Coffee and Classics
Monthly Meeting
Trains, Boats and Teas
Mary Ann Evans Hospice Classic Rally.

Classic Motor Hub, Bibury
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Peter Stevenson House, Pailton
Nuneaton Town Centre

September
Tuesday 3rd
Sunday 8th
Sunday 8th
Sunday 15th

Monthly Meeting
40th Birthday Anniversary
Atherstone Motor Show
Hinckley Bid Classic Motorshow

The White Horse, Broughton Astley
TBC
Atherstone Town Centre
Hinckley Town Centre

October
Sunday 5th
Tuesday 8th

Final Coffee and Classics
Monthly Meeting

Classic Motor Hub, Bibiury
The White Horse, Broughton Astley

July
Sunday 7th
Tuesday 9th
Saturday 21st
Friday 26th

Deadline for next Torque is 21st February 2019
Send your articles to Gillian - mgricketts@btinternet.com

