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Editors Message:
Thank You to everyone who has sent in their stories
this month, clearly the MG season is well on its way
with Summer just about to start. The Ratae Run looks
like it is going to be another great success this year,
we did take a chance on advertising in the Enjoying
MG magazine and this seems to have paid off with
over 140 entries now registered, attracting cars from
Dorset to Durham. It’s always a relief once the Ratae
is over for another year, we can then start to focus on
some runs for ourselves.
Michael and I have been planning a road trip along
the Jurassic Coast which also includes sleeping in
a Shepherds Hut for 3 nights. For a concrete and
street light girl I have even surprised myself, so look
out for our Road Trip Story in July’s Torque.
Keep your stories coming, and hey! Don’t forget I am
still waiting on your first car photographs? In this
edition I have featured my brothers very first Morris
Marina.
Yours Kindly

Gillian

Notices
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Last chance Over 140 Cars Booked to date
FINAL CALL FOR RAFFLE PRIZES –donations for
the Ratae:
Calling all club members!
We are still collecting raffle prizes for this years Ratae Run. If you have any
items looking for a good home please bring them to the next club meeting.
Jean Dalby will be collecting the prizes.

All prizes are gratefully appreciated.

All proceeds will go to PROST.aid Leicestershire
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Pride of Longbridge April 2019
P.O.L - to give it its shorter name, is an annual event that is held in April to mark the end of MG Rover back in
2005. The event itself is very popular with fans in Britain and abroad of the cars built at the plant, from the old
Austins right up to the modern MGs. Any car that has some connection with the factory is welcome on the Crofton
Park right opposite the old ‘Q Gate’, which is now the main entrance to MG Motor.
After car assembly finished there is 2016, the site is still used currently leased by SAIC, as a research and
development facility for MG.

We parked Oscar our MGF with his fellow EFFs with the MGCC, F Register, what a load of Effs – in this sentence
as well as on the park!
On having a wander to look at some cars we bumped into a few people from other car groups and clubs. As always
a few of our continental friends were there, some being from the Club 75, Germany, which is a club celebrating the
Rover 75/MG ZT. One German couple sometimes bring their two MG ZSs! Such as the enthusiasm of some of the
folk.
The weather was kind to us this year as last year’s
event had so much rain prior to the date we couldn’t
use the park, so people had to park in the streets and
other alternative places that the organisers found.
MG Motor also lent us room on their premises. The
year before that there was snow so the park was
another no-go! This year albeit being cold and a little
windy, there was some sun and it remained dry and
everyone had a nice time. Fingers crossed for next
year...

Bev
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FIRST EVENT AT MARKET BOSWORTH WATER PARK

First event at Market Bosworth Water Park . Big turnout of classic cars and motor bikes. Weather was great, we
enjoyed our picnic and Holly enjoyed a couple of laps around the lake. Alan Healy and Liam Hall were also there.
Next meeting Tuesday 28th May, see you there!!

Graham
Next meeting Tuesday 28th May, see you there!!
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The Jim Barry Memorial Run & Stilton Cheese Annual Classic
Vehicle Event

Sunday April 28th 2019

Stilton

Chees
e!

Stilton Cheeses Run is probably one of our favourite
runs, even if it is the same run every year, I think it is the
atmosphere at the start in Uppingham, and the added
value of so many and so different types of cars, classic,
vintage and new super cars. A turn out of over 350 cars
this years soon filled the town square and surrounding
side roads. Luckily we arrived just in time and managed
to park on the main square opposite the Falcon Hotel.

people pointing in different directions, shrugging 7their
shoulders, well luckily I have the best navigator ever, the
one and only living sat-nag, Gill-i-am, and I don’t believe
we went wrong once.
“In the early 1700’s the housekeeper at Quenby Hall,
near Hungarton, Leicestershire used to make blue cheese.
Her daughter married the inn keeper of The Bell Inn at
Stilton and she used to regularly take some of the cheese
to her in-laws at the Inn.

We headed for the new Costa Coffee on the corner,
grabbing a window seat for tea and toast. A perfect spot The Bell Inn began to sell the cheese to hungry travellers
to sit and watch as cars started to arrive in their masses. journeying by coach and horses along the Great North
Road from London to York and thus began the 300 year
Bit about this run, Sadly Jim Barry and Joy Barry, the association.
event
organisers
and
fundraisers
since
its
conception, both passed away in 2018. In view of the The original route of 39 miles was by horse drawn
hard work and dedication that Jim and Joy put into the carriage stopping off to make deliveries of cheeses at the
event in previous years, future runs are titled the 'Jim various villages and towns along the route including
Barry Memorial Run and Stilton Cheese Classic Billesdon, Skeffington, East Norton, Allexton, Wardley,
Vehicle Event'.
Uppingham, Seaton, Harringworth, Bulwick (where they
CRANMOG, the Morgan Car Club based in changed horses at New Lodge Farm), Southwick, Oundle
Bedfordshire, supported by Allon White Morgan dealers and Lutton. This was one of the longest commercial
in Cranfield, have kindly agreed to take on the carriage rides until the new fangled internal combustion
running of the event for the near future, hence so many engined vans and lorries took over as the main mode of
commercial road transport”.
We met Kieron and Emily in Uppingham, pictured to
the left, I think Emily virtually emptied the shop of
Stilton cheese, I have never see anyone eat cheese like
you eat cake before, her fella will be in for a surprise
when she gets older!.
Arriving at the Bell in Stilton, again we nabbed a prime
parking space in front of the Hotel, and what seems to
be amongst the first arrivals. Hence the rather large
plate of complimentary Stilton Cheese on our table.
Quite a few people head straight to Stilton, and then
return to the half way stop for lunch, apart from the Pub
there is little to see in Stilton.
We thoroughly enjoyed the day and had many laughs on
the route, certainly putting this on our calendar for next
Well the run hasn't changed a bit, and people still find
year.
themselves lost, it is hilarious in some villages, you have
classic cars coming at you from all directions! And
Michael
Morgan's on this run.
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Jean and Paul’s Annual Blue Bell Run
On Sunday 28th April 2019, 7 cars met up at the White Horse, Broughton Astley for a 24 mile run, mainly on the
Fosse Way, to Ryton Pools Country Park, near Coventry where we met up with Mick and Maureen. It was a bit
overcast but at least we missed the rain and it was a comfortable temperature for walking.
Paul and I had visited Ryton Pools earlier in the year and were quite impressed although on that occasion we didn’t
venture further than the Visitor Centre as it was cold and we were looking at several other possible venues on the
same day. We were assured by the Ranger that there was a very good bluebell display in Ryton Woods, which
adjoins the park. We returned in early April and did the walk ourselves, clocking up exactly 2 miles and there were
plenty of bluebells in bud and some were just starting to flower so were confident that we had picked a good date
for this event.

We left the cars and walked up a firm gravel track to the entrance of the wood from where the path followed
a “figure of eight” trail, so at the crossover point there was the opportunity for those who didn’t want to continue to
return to their car, or for some, to the café. Fortunately the best of the bluebells were in the first loop so no-one
missed out. The second loop went deeper into the wood and although there were few bluebells there were a lot of
other woodland flowers and some interesting wood carvings in old tree trunks.
Ryton Pools also offers some
other colour coded walks
through the park and the
surrounding countryside.
There are several car parks,
one of which is overlooking
a large lake which can be
walked around. There is also
a miniature train that runs
around part of the park.
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After our walk we
drove the short distance
to Bubbenhall village
where we had a lovely
Sunday lunch in the
Malt Shovel pub before
making our way home.
Jean & Paul

DONNINGTON PARK HISTORIC RACING
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Michael
Whether you’re a long-time enthusiast or have never seen a historic racing car in action before, you’ll find plenty to
entertain you at the Donington Historic Festival. It was a first for me, Gillian decided to give this one a miss, “something
about cleaning her hand bag out”? but I joined Graham, Colin, Melvyn and Jim and Derek and Val for what turned out to
be a deafening but adrenaline-charged day at the races.
I understand this to be the 7th successful year the and the event is firmly established as a major fixture on the international
historic racing calendar, attracting many thousands of spectators, hundreds of world-class historic racing cars and huge
numbers of classic car club displays. An added bonus was our trackside location to set up our club display, virtually on the
starting line, the noise, the smell of burning rubber and fumes from their fuel all added to an amazing atmosphere, how on
earth Jim was able to take a nap in the car I will never understand.
As well as watching such iconic machines fighting it out on track, spectators were able to wander round the race
paddocks, enjoying free access and getting up close to the cars and stars. There were plenty of off-track attractions and live
action and extensive club displays of classic cars from the dozens of car clubs creating a ‘living motoring museum’ right in
the heart of the infield, I have never seen such a collection of Porsche, both classic and super modern. I am unsure how
many miles we walked on the day; due to the noise the art of conversation was totally killed. I certainly look forward to
next year’s event.( Although this time I will take my ear defenders)

Chesterfield Shakedown
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We know winter’s over when the first MG run on the calendar comes round. We’ve taken part in the Chesterfield MG
Club’s annual Shakedown Run for a number of years now and have thoroughly enjoyed every one. Fingers crossed this one
wouldn’t be an exception.
The morning started, as usual, early! The added bonus was that it was dry - and would hopefully remain that way for the rest
of the day. The standard start was sign in, pick up pack, cup of tea/coffee, quick read through of the route, attach rally board
and then look around the other attendees.
With the formalities sorted, the trip clock set to zero, we set off. The run took
us through the beautiful White Peak area of the Peak District National Park dry stone walls, green hills, charming villages and past fields of future Sunday
dinners (aka sheep).
Through winding country lanes we came to the Manifold Valley, a popular
tourist route for walkers and cyclists. The Manifold Valley follows the route of
the disused Leek and Manifold Light Railway. Along the route is a wonderful
little tea room at Wetton Mill alongside the river. This seemed an ideal spot for
a refreshment stop and if ever you find yourself in that neck of the woods I can
recommend the carrot cake. Delish!
Fully refreshed we took off again on the next leg. We had an interesting route
where we felt that we were criss- crossing the same roads and at one point we
definitely did. One of the great things about a good tulip run in an unfamiliar area - you can never be certain of exactly
where you are.
The route then took us towards the A53 Leek to Buxton road. As we rounded
a bend in the road the view opened up over the Roaches which is a wonderful
ridge of rocks which stands just off the A53. Unfortunately the photo
opportunity didn’t last long enough for me to find my phone, unlock it, press the
camera app and take a photo so if you’d like to know what they look like have
a google! Once on the A53 we picked up speed and so did the breeze that had
been blowing most of the day. If you’ve ever driven the A53 you will know that
it’s an open wide road. Not a problem in most cars on the road today but in
a 1959 MGA with the roof down it got a bit draughty to say the least. This
became worse when we turned off and had the wind howling straight across the
road. Rich was still driving so I tried to slide myself down into the passenger
footwell. Sadly, I couldn’t fit. Happily the road dropped down into a valley
giving much welcome shelter.
We returned to the sheltered lanes and villages of the Peak District and the route
took us through a small ford - thankfully there hadn’t been too much rain so the
water level was low. By careful driving we navigated the ford and our feet
remained dry! The route continued through to the pretty village of Hartington but
due to it’s popularity there was a lack of parking spaces so onwards we went.
After a few more miles we arrived at our final destination of Carsington Water,
a large reservoir near Ashbourne. There was a very welcome cafe overlooking
the water and gift shops for those inclined. Whilst there we met up with the
previous owner of Rosie who has an MGA as well. We had a good catch up with
Rich and Keith swapping tech talk and ideas.

Eventually we said our goodbyes and headed off back to Nuneaton - and
the date’s in the diary for the Goodnight Sweetheart run in September.

Richard and Kath Hall
Four Morgan Four Fours?
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CLASSIC CAR MEETS
Middleton Motors Monthly
Our popular motors meet returns for another year! What better backdrop for an eclectic display of vehicles than
Middleton Hall, with its moated collection of Tudor and Georgian Grade II* listed buildings? Middleton Motors
Monthly regularly attracts around 150 motor enthusiasts gathered in vehicles old and new, fast and slow, to share
their common love of unusual motors. There is an overriding sense of pride in among the buffed paintwork and
polished chrome, but when visitors and motor owners are surveyed the feedback is all about the warm, friendly
atmosphere.
No booking is required to show a vehicle.
Opening times: Show cars may arrive from 9:30am. If you arrive earlier than 9:30am, please wait in the main car
park and do not queue along the driveway (this blocks access to our site for emergency vehicles).
Admission prices for show cars: £5 per car.Your entrance fee gives you access to the Hall, gardens, grounds and car
show. Dogs on a lead are allowed in the gardens and grounds. Guide dogs only in the house. Refreshments sold on
site at ‘Willughby’s Tea Room’ and also at Bake 180 Coffee Shop located in The Courtyard at Middleton Hall.
Hinckley BID's Classic Car Meet
Date: 16 May 2019 The first Hinckley BID Classic Vehicle meet of 2019.
Location: Hinckley town centre and Argents Mead
Time: 17:00 - 20:30
Cost: Free entry to visitors and exhibitors. This event is organised by Hinckley BID.
Returning this year by popular demand, anyone with a classic vehicle, of any kind, who would like to pop along from
5pm to 8.30pm would be most welcome. Entrance will be from Station Road, Hinckley and there is no charge.
Further early evening meetings will take place on Thursdays 20 June, 18 July and 15 August.
These events are free to enter and free to visit, so please spread the word to any enthusiast that you may know.
The main Hinckley BID Classic Motorshow will take place on Sunday 15 September from 10am to 4.30pm. Last
year over 600 vehicles parked up and entertained a crowd of over 20,000.
Harborough Classic & Vintage
Meet every 3rd Sunday of the Month.
Entrance £3.00 per vehicle.
At the Harborough Innovation Centre.
Information call 01858 469903.
Bosworth Water Park Classic Car Meet
Starts: Tuesday, 30th April 2019
The classic car shows are back! Come and join us on the last Tuesday of the month between April and September
you will find over 150 classic, American and custom vehicles.
The event stars at 6pm and admission costs just £1 for a classic and £2 for a spectator’s vehicle.
Dates for the year are as follows:- April 30th. May 28th. June 25th. July 30th. Aug 27th. Sep 24th.
Earls Barton Meet
We meet every month from April to September.
So why not put this year’s dates in your diary? The events run from April through to September - and to make it easy
for you to remember, they are usually on the first Wednesday of the month from 4.30pm till 9pm, light permitting.
Plus this year, we have added Sunday 19 May. Entry is just £3 per vehicle. Wednesday, April 3, 2019 4:30 - 9.30pm
Classic Car and Bike Meet enables like-minded car and bike enthusiasts to get together on a regular basis, at a central
venue, to socialise and talk about everything and anything to do with bikes and cars. You'll find many classic, vintage
and supercars. Modern classics and old timers. On top of that, there is delicious, freshly made food, soft drinks and a
mouth-watering array of refreshing hot drinks for you to enjoy at each meet. Or, if you feel inclined, you are very
welcome to bring your own alcoholic drink and picnic, and make an evening of it. Many do. Don't forget to take
a look around the numerous trade stands round the perimeter too.
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CLASSIC CAR MEETS
Coventry Transport Museum Cars & Coffee Breakfast Club
Running on the second Saturday of each month from April to October (apart from) this classic car event is free
to join.
Bring your classic car, whatever it may be, to join other classics in a wide and varied display of beautiful cars
from years gone by, on Millennium Place outside the museum.
Every registered participating car owner will receive a voucher for a free Tea/Coffee and Party or Teacake from
the Esquires range.
Due to space restrictions, places at Cars & Coffee are strictly limited, and only pre-registered vehicles will be
permitted onto Millennium Place on the day. To register please email Gill Huckvale at
gill.huckvale@culturecoventry.com
Dates are 13th April. 18th May. 8th June. 13th July. 21st Sep. 19th Oct 2019.
Langtons Garden Centre Classic Car Meet
Every 3rd Wednesday of the month, till September) will welcome you from Wednesday April 17th, between 59pm. A licensed bar and hot food are available, don't forget those sunglasses, now!
Future dates:
Wednesday 19th June 5:00pm until 9:00pm
Wednesday 17th July 5:00pm until 9:00pm
Wednesday 21st August 5:00pm until 9:00pm
Wednesday 18th September 5:00pm until 9:00pm
The Barn. Brewery Bar & Restaurant Classic Car Meet.
Vintage, Post Vintage, Classic Car, Motorcycle & Light commercial meet.
A general get together of like minded enthusiasts to chat, show vehicle and have Sunday Lunch and enjoy this
lovely venue.
Entry is free and it’s a pleasant drive from anywhere.
We meet the every 4th Sunday of the month in 2019 at 11.30am
The Barn Restaurant & Bar, Coalpit Lane, Wiley, Rugby. CV23 0SL
Dates. May 26th. June 9th. June 23rd. July 14th. July 28th. August 11th. August 25th. September 22nd. October
27th. November 24th December 22nd.
A47 Auto Jumble & Classic Car Show
We are the biggest event of its kind in the Midlands area with the largest variety of Classic Cars, Bikes, Trucks,
Vans, and Tractors on display.
We also have 100s auto stalls at anyone time, with items for sale such as parts, tools, collectables and vehicle
refurbs including our very popular wanted and for sale boards.
Other attractions include Live Music and Entertainment, Children’s activities and a selection of quality catering
units including Hog Roast.
If you have a Classic Vehicle strictly pre1990 or something very unusual bring it along its FREE entry for
vehicle and one passenger.
Vehicles to arrive from 9am.
No need to book just turn up on the morning and you will be shown in to our arena. Thurlaston Show Ground,
Leicester, LE9 9JE. (Just off the A47 between Leicester Forest East & Earl Shilton)
Time. 9am-4pm
Dates for 2019
Bank Holiday Monday 6th May
Bank Holiday Monday 27th of May
Bank Holiday Monday 26th of August
Saturday 28th of September
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What I was Driving 40 Years ago?
The first and fastest car I ever bought back in 1978
for £640 was the Marina TC coupe. Beautiful
condition body work was immaculate. I ran this car
for approx 6 years without many problems. I then
changed it for another Marina coupe LE special
edition. I was a real Marina fan back then as I went
on to buy another Marina HL saloon. So that was
when my Marina days finished.
John Cotterell
“The Morris Marina is a car that people love to hate, but if you ask us, that’s a little unfair. It was a car that
had big ambitions and had the management of British Leyland at the time played ball, the Marina could have
been something truly spectacular. It was meant to be a flag-bearer for the then merging Leyland Motors and
British Motor Holdings, the latter being the parent company of Austin and Morris. This was going to be the car
that built the new company’s image, or at least it would have been had it not be subject to a plethora of
cost-cutting measures and budget cuts.
The Marina was initially penned by the talented hands of Roy Haynes, the same man who had enjoyed much
success and praise thanks to his design of the MkII Ford Cortina. With Roy at the helm, the future looked bright
for the Marina. Initial designs showed it as being a handsome, purposeful car. But alas, that’s not the car that
we were eventually presented with.
British Leyland wanted the car to take the reins from the then dated Morris Minor and with it, give families
something new and exciting. However, BL wasn’t entirely confident in where to place the Marina within the
market. As such, the design was reworked to straddle the size of both the Ford Escort and the Ford Cortina.
This immediately gave the Marina something of an identity crisis, as nobody really knew what it was being
pitched against.”

We did it!

A big thank you to everyone who sponsored me in my Walk for Parkinson’s on the 28th April at Calke Abbey. With
donations from you and my department at work and the JustGiving page the amount raised is over £200 to date. The
JustGiving page is still running for now. https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/beverley-wright7
We were concerned about the weather as the Saturday before was to say the least very stormy! Looking outside
watching the trees in the garden being blown horizontal, me and ‘the team’ were wishing we hadn’t signed up!
Fortunately for everyone the weather gods were kind to us and it remained dry – albeit a little cool. Me, Steve and
Val – sister in law, completed the 2.1 mile in around an hour, stopping on the way to take photos of the lovely
bluebells in the woods. My brother Paul (Val’s hubby) completed the 7.1 mile walk in around a couple of hours or
so, stopping half way for 10 mins for a rest.
We were glad to do our bit for this horrid disease and help find a cure or at least better medication to relieve the
symptoms. Research is very expensive, one of the volunteers on the day told us, so every penny helps.
Thank you all once again.

Bev xx
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South Leicester Monthly Meetings

North Leicester Monthly Meetings

Membership open to all, so why not come along
and meet like-minded people and enjoy the
magic of the marque.

The North Leicester MG Club meets at
The Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,
between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton
Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the
month.

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at
the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton
Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is
£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For further
details contact the Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members
forum 8.30pm.

Contact Chris Tideswell
Tel: 01509 829478

Events 2019

Event’s 2019
**This colour its a Club Event. **This Colour Members event.
June
Sunday 2nd
Tuesday 4th
Saturday 8th
Sunday 9th
Sat 15th-Sun 16th
Thursday 20th
Saturday 29th

Coffee & Classics
Monthly Meeting
Cars & Coffee Breakfast Club
Club Ratae Road Run
Ashby Magna Midsummer
Croome Park
Husbands Bosworth Festival

Classic Motor Hub. Bibury
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Coventry Transport Museum
See Michael & Gillian
See Notice Board
See Notice board
See Notice Board

Monthly Meeting
Hollowell Steam & Heavy Horse Show
Coffee & British Classics
John & Glen Evening Run.
Cars & Coffee Breakfast Club
Hub Retro Summer BBQ
Club Holiday Warner Nidd Hall
and Yorkshire pudding run

The White Horse, Broughton Astley
See Notice Board
Classic Motor Hub. Bibury
See Notice Board soon
Coventry Transport Museum
Classic Motor Hub. Bibury

Glen Parva Gala
Great Central Railway Summer Festival
Coffee & Classic
Monthly Meeting
Train Boats & Teas
Mary Ann Evans Hospice Classic Rally
Iris 60th Birthday Sunday Lunch Run.
Iron Bridge run

See Notice Board soon
See Notice Board
Classic Motor Hub. Bibury
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Peter Stevenson House, Pailton
Nuneaton Town Centre
Gillian & Michael soon
See Notice Board

Sunday 1st
Tuesday 3rd
Sunday 15th
Sat 21st-Sun 22nd

40th Birthday Anniversary Run
Monthly Meeting
Hinckley Bid Classic Motorshow
Sywell Classic Pistons & Props

See Notice Board “sign up Now!”
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Hinckley Town Centre
See Notice Board

October
Sunday 6th
Tuesday 8th
Saturday 19th

Final Coffee & Classics
Monthly Meeting
Cars & Coffee Breakfast Club.

Classic Motor Hub. Bibury
The White Horse, Broughton Astley
Coventry Transport Museum

November
Tuesday 5th

Monthly Meeting

The White Horse, Broughton Astley

December
Tuesday 3rd

Monthly Meeting

The White Horse, Broughton Astley

July
Tuesday 2nd
Sat 6th/Sun7th
Sunday 7th
Thursday 11th
Saturday 13th
Saturday 20th
Friday 26th.
August
Saturday 3rd
Sunday 4th
Sunday 4th
Tuesday 6th
Sunday 11th
Sunday 18th
Sunday 18th
Thursday 22nd
September

Deadline for next Torque is 22nd June 2019
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