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Editors Message: 

 

The leaves are turning gold and there is           

a chill in the air, Autumn has arrived  With 

the last runs of the year nearly over,  it is time 

for the cars to be bedded down until Spring, 

and Winter work is being planned.  But what         

a season it has been, we have all travelled up 

and down the country enjoying every           

moment.  The Torque has been packed with 

your adventures and this month I could have 

issued a double magazine!  So look out for the        

November issue. 

If you haven’t booked your place on the     

Breakfast Run see Glenise and George, we are 

in  for a real treat. 

Yours Kindly         

Gillian 

 

 



 3 Notices  

The final payment will be due at the November Meeting.  

stuart.armston@gmail.com or     tel: 01455 271064. 

The bar opens at 7:30 pm and dinner is served at 8:00 pm. Dancing continues until 1:00 
am. 

If anyone wants to stay overnight the bed and breakfast rate is £70.00 per room,             
or £63.00 if paid for at the time of booking.       Stuart 

CHRISTMAS PARTY TIME 
 

mailto:stuart.armston@gmail.com
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SLMG 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
Had it been a Wedding Anniversary we would be            
celebrating our Ruby Anniversary, that could be costly,     
as it is, we are celebrating 40 years of the South Leicester 
MG Club. Quite an achievement and has proved to be a 
very successful club over the years with 100’s of         
members coming and going. To mark the day we planned 
a short  run to include both a memorable photo shoot and 
a nice lunch all rounded off with a delicious Birthday 
cake. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We agreed to meet on Millennium Place on the forecourt 
of Coventry Transport Museum with an amazing turnout 
of 25 MG’s. Following Graham’s 11pm “light bulb       
moment” from the previous night, we parked our cars in 
an arrow  formation, looked pretty impressive and did   
attract quite a lot of interest from the general public. 

Coventry Transport Museum generously gave all club 
members free entry to the museum and was enjoyed by 
most, whilst some took the opportunity to enjoy the sun 
over a cup of coffee, even cake in some cases! 

“12.00 noon prompt” said Graham for the photo shoot, 
stand by your cars! Well 12.15 really but a good call by 
Graham as everyone managed to be on time, looking at 
the photo looks like we have been photo bombed too! 
And so mount up and off  on a short but picturesque run 
of approx 25 miles arriving at Ullesthorpe Golf and    
Country Hotel, our venue for lunch. This is where the fun 
starts, where is the chairman?  He has the birthday cake in 
his boot! Unfortunately the Magnet decided to play up 
and although many attempts to get it going and with no 
other option  a call for breakdown recovery was made. 
 
As always the staff at Ullesthorpe served us well and a 
delicious carvery was enjoyed, followed by a quiz which 
Derek had organised. No coincidence that his table won 
either! 
 

As I started with, 40 years has gone by since the club 
was set up and many members have joined and gone, 
however we do have a few members who have been with 
us since the start. John and Glen Lee, and Glen is         
currently completing the clubs history in a book soon 
available to purchase, John and Penny Carr who holds in 
our purse strings and our oldest serving member Mick 
Brindley, so it had to be Mick who together with our 
Chairman (he did arrive just in time) to cut the cake. 
 
I think it is fair to say we had a great day and rare to see 
so many members all together on a club run, it has been   
a successful celebration of our Club’s 40th  Anniversary. 

Michael 
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SHUTTLEWORTH COLLECTION 

This year the MGA register “A” day was held at the      

Shuttleworth Collection in Bedfordshire. Joined by Ray and 

Sylvia , Roger and Sharon and Kath and Richard we  made 

an early start  stopping off for an early breakfast at the    

Super Sausage on Watling Street south of Towcester.   

Proper bikers jaunt  on a Sunday mornings and always        

a classic great breakfast.  

The weather was promising so tops down and a very    

pleasant drive. 

Once watered and fed we continued  down the A5 through 

Milton Keynes to “Old Warden”, Biggleswade,              

Bedfordshire. Old Warden is home to the Shuttleworth   

Collection of planes from both world wars and earlier,     

including original pioneering aircraft such as the famous 

Bleriot. There are approx. 40 airworthy aircraft in eight 

hangers, as well as a small selection of  classic cars and 

buses. It really is a fascinating place, Restaurant, the Swiss       

Gardens and also the Shuttleworth House usually open to 

the public on   flying days. It is a great location for a good 

day out and has something for everyone. 

On arrival we parked up and once all had arrived there 

must have been nearer 90 MGA’s lined up plus a few       

other marks of MG’s, quite an impressive sight. 

We venture in to the hangers which seemed to go on for 

ever, you opened another door and found another hanger 

full of aircraft and other memorabilia, you could spend 

hours in here, but coffee called, and then a picnic in the 

field before exploring the Swiss Gardens. 

Unfortunately we were unable to access the house today as there was another large  dragster show in the         

neighbouring grounds, blocking access to the house. 

By mid-afternoon the clouds started to draw in so it was up with the hoods before heading home, and were we glad 

we made that decision. The heavens literally opened and by the time we had reached Kettering we were driving 

through a Tsunami! Not ideal in an “A”. Alright for some wo recently had invested in a new hood! Say no names. 

Recommendable even for          

a club run next year maybe, 

we will certainly return if only 

to see the house and gardens 

and maybe an air show of    

vintage and classic planes. 

 

The Shuttleworth Collection is in a quiet countryside setting, actually 
on an old fashioned all grass aerodrome with 8 real hangars! These 
handsome hangars comprise an aeroplane engineering workshop,        
a garage and coach room, and the remainder house the world famous 
collection of aircraft. It's a great day out for the family and clubs  
who like planes or transport in general, but even anyone who've never 
thought of it before will enjoy the size and sleekness of them up close.  
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“Old Warden” Biggleswade 

Michael 
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To further celebrate “Iris 60th Birthday, we decided this 

year to participate in The Snowden Run and combine it 

with a holiday. We have been previously with a club    

holiday organised by Angela and Kevan and had thought 

then wouldn't it be nice to stay on and explore.  So run 

booked but where to stay, me being a  little on the choosey 

side Michael gave me the task of finding somewhere.    

Internet here I come………..  It has to have secure       

parking for our “Iris” and be of an certain high standard 

for me.  After many evenings searching, there is was     

Riverside Cottage, Conwy, perfect just for two with off 

road parking.  Stuart and Linda and Alan were also 

booked on the run so we made a plan to meet on the       

Saturday evening at The Marina Bay Hotel to collect our 

packs.   

Saturday  17th August dawned and with Iris packed we hit 

the road,  A5 all the way, Shrewsbury for coffee, 

Oswestry, Llangollen and Horseshoe Pass for lunch, we 

were treated to over 100 scooters of all descriptions, with 

riders of all ages on route and amazing scenery.  The sun 

was out and we headed for Conwy, we were not             

disappointed a walled town with a dominant  magnificent     

castle and our cottage was situated within the wall,       

Custom House Terrace.  The quay was buzzing with      

families fishing for crab, fish and chips were being eaten 

as  well as ice-cream, what a welcoming sight.  The       

cottage and parking was perfect in everyway.  Once settled 

we made our plans for our evening in Llandudno, not 

wanting to drive, we opted for the local bus and an Italian 

dinner.  At  the Marina Bay Hotel we saw quite a few    

people we knew from the Ratae and previous runs, it is      

a small world!  Checked in and raffle tickets purchased 

and we waited for Stuart, Linda and Alan.  With a drink 

the five of us chatted and we didn’t realise the time and 

had no idea of the bus timetable, we ran to the bus stop 

and if it hadn’t been for a lovely lady waiting for the bus 

to  Conwy we would have been on our way to Bangor!!   

The Snowden Run 
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The start of the run is the Promenade in Llandudno and 

we were early, met by Marshalls, “can you put your 

hazard lights on Sir” which we found quite amusing,  

hazard lights on a 1959 MGA?  We could wave our 

arms said Michael with the reply of “could you put your 

indicators on”, which one said  Michael!!  Down to the 

next Marshall “no hazard lights, well that is a luxury”  

The Promenade was soon buzzing and we went to the 

hotel for our complimentary coffee and biscuits and met 

with Stuart and Linda and strolled back to the cars. Alan 

arrived and asked could he follow us.  While we waited 

for Alan to edge his way up the Promenade we watched 

the cars drive by and be waved off by the lady Mayor 

and “Alice in Wonderland”.    It was finally our turn to 

be waved off and we started the run which traditionally 

heads off around the Great Orme, the views were breath 

taking.  Having browsed the tulip guide Michael thought 

the run was about 60 miles and thought we would be 

back at Conwy about 3 ish.   He was a bit disappointed 

when I explained he was only looking at the back page 

and the complete run was 100 miles!   Oh well lets just 

get on with it. It was not long into the run that we pulled 

over for a MG wee break,  All of a sudden two cars 

were following.  Michael went and explained to the  

second MG driver that this was not part of the run but   

a toilet stop and he seemed quite pleased.  So off went 

three men to the toilet, I better introduced myself said 

the gentleman and offered his hand, I’m Alan’s        

brother-in-law Pete.  No pressure then navigating for 

three cars!.  We headed south,  into Snowdonia and 

passed Conwy, Betws-y-Coed, Swallow Falls and     

headed up Llanberris Pass, it was a little overcast with 

dark rain clouds looming so a quick stop saw three cars 

put their hoods up.  Coffee was at the Royal Victoria 

Hotel, where we caught up with Stuart and Linda.  Alan 

and Pete know so many people and they made us feel 

we were meeting old friends too.  The second half of the 

run did not disappoint and we passed through Llyn   

Wellyn Lake, Llanberris, skirting around the edge of 

Porthmadog, Dollgellau, Blaenau E Festiniog and then 

onto the most spectacular part of the run, driving on the 

mountain roads, just had to watch out for the sheep.  

Due to the heavy rain the end venue of Betws-y-Coed 

had to be changed as the field used for parking was 

flooded.  We were diverted to Go-Carting Centre, where 

we checked our raffle tickets and had a cup of tea with 

Stuart and Linda but the wind had turned cold and there 

was rain in the air and we said our goodbyes.  Alan and 

Pete, yes they were chatting again……………….        A 

memorable day. 

After Sunday we didn’t have the hood up once and we 

enjoyed our holiday in Wales, we explored, walked to 

Swallow Falls from Betws-y-Coed and onto the Ugly 

House where we had our first experience of                     

a sustainable environmental friendly compostable loo! 

We spent a day in Conwy, visiting the Castle,       

Abrconwy House and Wynn-Plas Mawr. We went up 

and down the Great  Orme on the tram and drove up 

again to admire the views without the pressure of      

navigating. We visited Bodnant Garden’s which were 

spectacular. Penrthyn Castle in Bangor is a must for      

a return  visit and a coastal drive from Llandudno to 

Prestatyn.  To finish a wonderful holiday we  had fish 

and chips in the quay at Conwy with an ice-cream to 

follow, a perfect end to a wonderful holiday. 

Gillian 



 10 

The Rolls Royce of Light Cars 
At the beginning of July we embarked on the mammoth 

250 mile return journey to the The Rover Sports         

Register national rally at Cotswold Airport, Cirencester.   

Two hundred and fifty miles might not appear to be       

a particularly long journey but believe me in our 50 year 

old P6 its the equivalent of Shakelton crossing         

Antarctica. 

I often wonder how far society has advanced in this 

technical age. I thought it may be a good idea to take 

some cash for the day. Therefore I stopped at our local 

well known supermarket express shop to use the ATM. 

It had run out of folding stuff. I then trekked to the local 

post office, same story. Maybe, just maybe things were 

better when we were paid in cash in little brown        

envelopes at the end of every week. As time was now 

marching onwards and the AA autoroute software was 

proclaiming it would take two hours to reach the venue 

I thought we could make a stop somewhere on route. 

As the most direct route to Cotswold Airport or the   

former RAF / USAF Kemble is along the M5 and then 

the ascent up Birdlip Hill the RSR recommended     

finding alternative routes rather than putting too much 

strain on old cars and indeed some of the pre war cars 

probably would not manage to complete the Birdlip run. 

I decided to take a nice leisurely run down the Fosse 

Way which meant that I would only have a short section 

of boring motorway to Solihull to endure and of course 

we would be able to find a working cash machine   

somewhere on route. Guess what, Knowle High Street 

was being dug up so I could not park, the cash machine 

at Warwick Parkway was empty. Stowe was far , too 

congested to stop. Moreton in Marsh next stop, fingers 

crossed. 

Fortunately there were lots of parking spaces in      

Moreton but the Great ATM God was not smiling down 

upon anyone that day, the nearest two machines were 

out of order so a sprint to the other end of the town   

ensued where I must have managed to get the last of the 

dosh out of the only working ATM for miles. 
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Heading out of Moreton we soon arrived in my old stamping ground as I worked in the Cirencester area for twelve 

months when I was younger. Its amazing how much things change and landmarks disappear over the years.  

On arrival at Kemble after passing the former guardroom, the only thing missing was the burnished fire buckets and 

painted stones, we drove to the airfields control tower which was the centre for the rally. 

The airfield is now in use for light aircraft, cargo and as a dismantling centre for 

commercial aircraft. The weather unusually for this year was warm with       

brilliant sunshine all day. As well as all the usual car club rally activities there 

was the opportunity to visit the preserved Bristol Britannia XM 496. If you type 

in Spectacular Kemble Arrival into “You Tubes” search bar you will find           

a  fascinating video of XM 496 making its final landing at Kemble. 

Present at the rally were Rovers of all ages from a 1906 6HP to modern Rovers 

from the MGR era. We met up with lots of old friends and had a very relaxing 

and  pleasant day in the sunshine it did get a bit warm for the doggies however. 

As you might expect from the RSR its a very old fashioned genteel affair, all 

picnic rugs and panama hats. 

The highlight of the day was Morris the Meerkats meeting with Sven and Olaf 

Rover. (Don't ask). 

I did get volunteered to take the official prize giving  photo's at the end of the 

rally. The Chairman's choice car of the day trophy 

was awarded to a modern Rover 75 V8 Tourer,     

no doubt that would have pleased Mr Wright. 

I am really looking forward to next years event 

which promises to be even better as it will be the 

joint Rover Clubs Roverfest 2020. Can't you just 

see this being arranged for the same day as MGF 

25. That will be somewhat of a dilemma deciding 

which one to attend. 

 

 

Dave H.  
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A scorcher of a Bank Holiday weekend welcomed 300 MG cars to the Beaulieu Motor Museum, at the edge of 

the New Forest. 

We set off early Sunday morning to meet Jim and Melvyn for them to follow us on the journey.  I am a bit of       

a wuss with heat so I insisted we take the MG with air con – our MG3.  I was slightly disappointed as it would 

have been fun to have both cars with the tops down.  I was glad later on though as we had to sit in traffic and        

I felt sorry for the boys behind us sitting in the hot sun.   

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch on the lawn in the shade was the first thing we did, while Jim and Melvyn headed for the cafe, when we 

arrived at the Beaulieu estate followed by a look round at all the fellow MGs who joined in for  the event.   

Then it was time to look at the fab cars in the museum.  It’s well worth a look at the museum if you are down that 

way, as there are some lovely cars, dating from the early vintage right through to modern.  Plus there are cars of 

the big and small screen, namely TV and film, with a special section of vehicles from Top Gear past and present. 

Late afternoon it was time to say goodbye to the MGs and the museum as we headed off to our hotel for the 

night, at the edge of the New Forest.  I can highly recommend the Ormonde House Hotel, Lyndhurst.  A lovely 

three course meal with good company saw us through the evening – and so to bed.  With all the   lovely food       

I don’t know where we put our full English the next morning – but put it somewhere we did - before we checked 

out and headed for home, ending a very enjoyable Bank Holiday weekend. 
Bev 

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwi_xd6MnKXkAhXMtO0KHU6xAd8YABAAGgJkZw&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESEeD2YHQFc8o1Fxj5B4b1lxBo&sig=AOD64_2zBfbCOdcKWHPg2hCHTBJPledZHA&q=&ved=2ahUKEwiNk9eMnKXkAhVgTRUIHctUC84Q0Qx6BAgUEAE&adurl=
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwi_xd6MnKXkAhXMtO0KHU6xAd8YABAAGgJkZw&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESEeD2YHQFc8o1Fxj5B4b1lxBo&sig=AOD64_2zBfbCOdcKWHPg2hCHTBJPledZHA&q=&ved=2ahUKEwiNk9eMnKXkAhVgTRUIHctUC84Q0Qx6BAgUEAE&adurl=
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwi_xd6MnKXkAhXMtO0KHU6xAd8YABAAGgJkZw&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESEeD2YHQFc8o1Fxj5B4b1lxBo&sig=AOD64_2zBfbCOdcKWHPg2hCHTBJPledZHA&q=&ved=2ahUKEwiNk9eMnKXkAhVgTRUIHctUC84Q0Qx6BAgUEAE&adurl=
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwi_xd6MnKXkAhXMtO0KHU6xAd8YABAAGgJkZw&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESEeD2YHQFc8o1Fxj5B4b1lxBo&sig=AOD64_2zBfbCOdcKWHPg2hCHTBJPledZHA&q=&ved=2ahUKEwiNk9eMnKXkAhVgTRUIHctUC84Q0Qx6BAgUEAE&adurl=


 13 

Dartmouth Harbour 
 

8th to the 10th November 

2019 

** All makes of cars welcome, modern 

or classics. 

 

Cars and Coffee Breakfast Club, 

9am-11m, Saturday 19th October 

Coventry Transport Museum 

Only pre-register vehicles will be 

given access. 

Please note that your vehicles has 

to be twenty years or older to 

register. 

SOLD O
UT 
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Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along 

and meet like-minded people and enjoy the 

magic of the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is 

£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    

details contact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members   

forum 8.30pm. 

North Leicester Monthly Meetings 

The North Leicester MG Club meets at                

The   Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,         

between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton 

Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the 

month. 

 

Contact Chris Tideswell 

Tel: 01509 829478 

 

  Web Editor: Angela Varley 

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk 

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Membership Secretary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

Treasurer 

John Carr 

01455 209340 

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

 Events  Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 

Editor and Committee 

Member                  

Gillian Ricketts 

01455 553868 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Secretary 

Bev Wright 

01455 845894 
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Deadline for next Torque is 22nd October 2019 

Events 2019 

Event’s   2019 

 

**This colour its a Club Event.  **This Colour Members event. 
  
 

October 
Sunday 6th  Final Coffee & Classics (pre 1990)  Classic Motor Hub., Bibury 
Tuesday 1st  Monthly Meeting             The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Sunday 13th  Iris’s 60th Birthday Run   See Notice Board. 
Saturday 19th  Cars & Coffee breakfast club.                   Coventry Transport Museum 
Sunday 27th  George & Glenise Breakfast Run.  See Notice Board  

 
November 
Tuesday 5th  Monthly Meeting             The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
 

December 
Tuesday 3rd  Monthly Meeting             The White Horse, Broughton Astley 
Friday 20th  MG Christmas Dinner Dance   See Stuart ASAP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLASSIC CAR MEETS 
 
 

Coventry Transport Museum Cars & Coffee Breakfast Club  
To register please email  Gill Huckvale at gill.huckvale@culturecoventry.com 

Dates left 19th Oct 2019 
 
 

The Barn. Brewery Bar & Restaurant Classic Car Meet 
We meet the every 4th Sunday of the month in 2019 at 11.30am 

The Barn Restaurant & Bar, Coalpit Lane, Wiley, Rugby. CV23 0SL 
October 27th. November 24th December 22nd 

 
 

Stonehurst Farm Classic Car Show.  30th September and 28th October 
Bond Lane, Mountsorrel, Loughborough. LE12 7AA 

Call 07860 728548 to book a space 
All proceeds raised for Rainbows Hospice 

mailto:gill.huckvale@culturecoventry.com

