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Editors Message: 

 

Well that’s it until Spring, the winter 

maintenance has began……  But what        

a memorable year , 40 years of the club,     

60 years of the “A’s”, a spectacular          

Ratae Run with a donation of £1500 to    

ProstAid Leicester and numerous days out 

of fun and laugher and motoring too.   

2020 starts with Slater Street Bowls, it is 

great fun and we always have high           

expectations of playing better than the    

previous year!! 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and          

a Happy New Year. 

 

Yours Kindly         

Gillian 

 

Quiz Answers 

1. Drummers Drumming 

2. Jesus 

3. Turtle Doves 

4. Swan 

5. 364 

6. Maids-a-milking 

7. Geese-a-laying 

8. The Ten Commandments 

9. 9 ladies dancing 

10. Faith, Hope and Charity 



 3 Notices  

 

 

Ratae Run 2020 
We are looking for the next  charity,  please 

email Graham your  suggestions before 30th 

November so that we can finalise at the          

December meeting  

grahamdorman@yahoo.co.uk 
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At the start of the new academic year I decided to do a French class, in order to keep what few brain cells that       
I still have active, plus brushing up on a language I have always enjoyed.  As the half term break approached        
I suddenly had the idea of a very short trip to France to add a bit more purpose to the French class.  It was very 
easy to book the ferry crossings online, and I quickly found what looked a pretty ideal little place to stay with 
AirBnB.  As it is now very much off-season, the prices were very reasonable. 
 
And so I decided to do the excellent MGA birthday run, and then take a gentle ride down to Dover immediately 
afterwards.  It was indeed a great pity that the MGA run was blessed with such diabolical weather; at time I felt 
more like U-boat commander than an MG driver, such was the rain. 
Just while on the subject of the run, I must say have beautifully presented the run book was and the run was great 
in spite of the weather. 
 
So after the run I set off for Dover.  An uneventful     
journey, all motorway, followed by a night at the Dover   
Travelodge, with a good breakfast to follow.  The Ferry 
across to Calais was also uneventful, as was the quite 
short journey to Montreuil sur Mer.  For anyone who has 
not been to that area, the town of Montreuil is very nice, 
surrounded by its medieval ramparts, which make for a 
very good walk.  Quite close are the towns of Le       
Touquet, Paris Plage, very stylish, and Etaples.  The area 
is also very close to all of the WW1 sites of historic    
interest.   Etaples was the largest assembly point for the 
British army, and according to the brief write-up outside 
the largest WW1 cemetery, during WW1 it had 20     
hospitals. 11400 soldiers are buried there, the graves 
beautifully kept by the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission. 
 
Despite its proximity to the UK, the main attraction of the area is that it is as French as anywhere much further 
afield, with its bars and cafes (plus, it has to be admitted, apparently a large ex-pat UK contingency). 
 
On the final day I set off in the general direction of home, but with a full day to use, plus good weather, I set off 
for a brief visit to Boulogne, and from there to Eperleques, of which more later. 
Leaving Boulogne, a road lead directly inland through very open countryside.   
 
The road was so straight that I wondered at the time if 
the Romans had done some of the planning.  So there      
I was, happily cruising along, when I arrived at               
a cross-road which was on the crest of a slight ridge    
running across the road.  There must have been a road 
sign, but it couldn't have been very conspicuous, and       
I carried straight on over the cross-roads.  As I went over 
the crest of the road, I was suddenly confronted with the 
fact that it was a staggered cross-road, and my road, the 
main road, abruptly stepped to the left.  I didn't!.               
I simply went bowling over the road, straight into a field.  
 
 Fortunately there were no obstructions, no ditch or 
fence, but as the car slowed it slewed slightly to the left, 
and ended up with the nearside rear wheel in a shallow 
ditch. 

A HALF-TERM JOLLY IN LA BELLE FRANCE 
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I quickly found that I was well-and-truly stuck in the mud.  
My first thoughts were “Well this is another fine mess you 
got me into”, and “silly old bugger hadn't ought to be let 
out on his own”. 
A couple of cars went by without a glance, and then            
a white Nissan stopped and the young man got out to see if 
he could help.  It was quite obvious that without help there 
was no was the car could escape the deep mud, so he made 
a quick call on his mobile and told me help was on the way 
in the shape of a farmer with a tractor from the next village.  
We chatted for a few minutes in the pleasant sunshine, and 
then in the distance appeared a JCB.  It arrived, and after 
smiles and handshakes the driver attached a chain and 
piece of nylon webbing to the TF.  I was then gently 
dragged backwards out of the field, the way I had arrived.  
The whole episode took only about half an hour, with no 

damage at all.  After giving the JCB driver a few Euros, more smiles and handshakes, and I was mobile again.  
My only regret is that I didn't retrace my steps to see what road sign I had missed.  I was amused to find that the 
name of the farmer friend was Monsieur Barnier.  The Brexit negotiations must be his part-time job (or maybe the 
other way round)! 
After leaving the crime scene I went to Eperlecques, 
where is located “Le blockhouse”.  I had seen this      
advertised for years but never had the opportunity to see 
it.  It is an immense concrete WW” structure, from 
which V1 and later V2 “flying bombs” were launched 
against London, built with slave labour.  A grim and 
forbidding reminder of a recent dark age.  Considering 
that Germany was by that stage of the war being 
bombed to destruction day and night it is truly amazing 
that they still managed to produce thousands of what 
today we would call cruise missiles and deliver them 
across the channel, including over 3000 of the more   
sophisticated V2s. 
 
Finally I crossed the channel via Dunkirk, car still    
plastered with mud.  As with almost every European 
journey I have ever made, the worst part of the whole 
journey awaited me. There were the delights of endless road works, all along the M20, and later for mile and miles 
of the M1, with overhead signs announcing an unbelievable list of night road closures, including the A14, the A5 
and even the M6. 
Welcome home!   
  

Alan Heeley 
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One lovely Sunny day meeting with open top cars enjoying         

a Club Sunday Lunch run looking at the beautiful countryside, 

Well this wasn’t a Lovely Sunny day its was pouring down, cats 

and dogs everywhere.  

We met at Lutterworth Town Hall car park 14 cars arrived with 

their window wipers on fast speed hoping they would hold out 

until the end, some brave members even ventured outside       

talking to each other oblivious to the rain.  

Armed with a very nice laid out glossy tulip guild it was time to 

hit the road, it wasn’t long before we thought that we were              

running out of road as the puddles started to get bigger, in one 

area we thought the field was sliding into the road with mud off 

the field running down the road faster than most cars.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When your head stopped moving from left to right with the       

window wipers and you took a moment to look out the side          

window the scenery would have been amazing on a lovely sunny 

day, (remember them days).  

We all made it back to the finish which was the Queens Head at 

Saddington were we all exchanged story’s before Gill-i-am          

organised the waiter making sure each of us had the right lunch.  

Thanks go to Gillian nd Michael for organising a great day out to 

celebrate 60 years of the MG ‘A’ but sadly couldn’t do much 

about the weather.  

        

     Derek  

MG ‘A’ Birthday Sunday Lunch Run                     
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Meet Flo, I started life in Birmingham on the 11th  

November 1959. I have moved to different towns in my life. 

I was in London at the time when Roger came to see me. The 

next thing I know I was on the move again. We set off for 

Leicester but broke down twice, first time was a broken 

H.T.lead, second time was a hole in the radiator.  

We were still on the M4 in London so we ended up on a 

breakdown truck. We arrived at Victors Close at one in the 

morning. I got dumped in the garage. 

The next morning Roger came in the garage and looked at 

me and said, “You look rough”,  I said, “Hi my name is Flo”. The next thing I know all the chrome came off to be 

re-chromed, the engine was out to be reconditioned, then out came the polishing mops and he started playing with 

my body parts. 

ROSIE, Who would have thought that 60 years on 

from my creation I would still be here and still travelling 

the highways and byways of not only Britain but Europe as 

well.  And that I would return to the county of my           

registration.   

My official name is YWK301 but it doesn’t really trip off 

the tongue so my current owners chose my name of Rosie.  

I’ve been with them for 6 years now and I couldn’t be    

happier – I’m loved, well looked after and get to have some 

great outings; days, weekends and sometimes for a week or 

two.  

Just lately though I’ve been starting to feel my age and 

have had a few niggles and problems but what 60 year old 

doesn’t.  I’m in good hands with Rich though, he does 

whatever’s needed to get me fit and healthy again.   

I'm Iris, UK thorough-bred  registered and raised 

in August 1959 and spent most of my life in the Midlands. 

Gillian and Michael found me at Former Glory in London, 

this was 10 years ago, so a double celebration for me this 

year. I feel very much part of the family, carpeted,  heated 

and very comfortable garage, and we have enjoyed many 

fabulous holidays both in the UK and on the continent, one 

of my favourite being Normandy. 

Highlights of my life, apart from becoming a Ricketts,       

was featuring in MG Enthusiast magazine, front page     

edition in the summer of 2017. I am a bit of a poser and 

enjoy the attention I get at shows. I  also have a penchant 

for cosmetic work, at the expense of my owners!          

Virtually fully rebuilt from tip to toe! Lowlights will have been when my crankshaft broke in 2014, ended up in 

being in bits in the garage for a while, thanks to a great local club, they soon had me smiling and back on the road 

again. Still have the occasional drip, perfectly acceptable for a 60 year old,  winter now closing in, god only 

knows what Michael is going to mess with next! 

Flo– Owner Roger Toon 

Rosie—Owners Kath and Richard Hall 

Iris—Owners Gillian and Michael Ricketts 
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South Leicester MGC Breakfast-Express 

Organised by George and Glenis this year, our Annual 

Breakfast Run was something with a difference and 

proved to be very spectacular.  

In the weeks leading up to the day the heavens had been 

heavily laden, fields were flooded and rivers overflowing,  

it felt like the UK was gradually sinking, and little hope 

was held for the weather for our Sunday Breakfast Run. 

Well what a surprise, glorious wall to wall blue sky’s  and 

not a cloud in sight. 

It was lovely to see so many members, probably one of the 

most successful breakfast runs to date.  We all gathered at 

Rothley Railway Station and made our way to the         

platform and awaited our train. 

“Rothley railway station is a heritage railway station on 

the preserved section of the Great Central Railway's   

London Extension. Built to the standard island platform 

pattern of country stations on the line, it originally opened 

on 15 March 1899 and has been restored to late            

Edwardian era condition, circa 1910.” 

Once on-boarded and seated we commanded an entire          

carriage and was soon chuffing down the line towards 

Leicester North where the line ends or starts which ever 

way you see it! 

 

 

 

A quick turnaround and now heading North to          

Loughborough breakfast was served, and what                  

a traditional hearty breakfast, including black pudding and 

proper fried bread. The art of pouring tea and coffee whilst      

balancing on their feet you have to commend the serving 

staff. A great breakfast and amazing views as we steamed 

along.  

We had a generous break at Loughborough station with 

plenty to see and view before heading back South towards 

Leicester North again via Rothley, with the opportunity to 

change in Rothley and take another train to Mount Sorell, 

in fact you can spend all day travelling on various lines 

and trains. An excellent club day out and well done and 

Thank You to George and Glenis for a superb day out. 

Did you Know?                       
In 1841, Sir Thomas Cook would arrange 

for a special train to take over 500 people 

from Leicester to Loughborough to attend 

a temperance meeting. For 1 shilling,    

passengers got round trip train travel, band 

entertainment, afternoon tea, and food.  

Not a bad deal! 
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Michael 
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Christmas Quiz Time? 
12 Days of Christmas Quiz 

1. In the song `The Twelve Days Of Christmas`, how what did my true love give to me 
on the 12th day? 

2. In `The Twelve Days Of Christmas`, what does the partridge in the pear tree represent? God, Jesus or Love? 

3. In `The Twelve Days Of Christmas`, what were there two of? 

4. What type of bird features on the seventh day of Christmas in the song `The Twelve Days Of Christmas`? 

5. According to the song `The Twelve Days of Christmas`, how many gifts in total did my true love give to me? 

6. In `The Twelve Days Of Christmas`, what were there eight of? 

7. In `The Twelve Days Of Christmas`, which gifts represent the six days of creation? 

8. In the song, The Twelve Days of Christmas, what are the 10 Lords-a-leaping said to symbolise? 

9. In the song `the twelve days of christmas`, what did my true love send to me on the 9th day? 

10. In `The Twelve Days Of Christmas`, what do the French Hens represent? 
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This Christmas themed word wheel is 

made from a 9 letter Christmas themed 

word. Try and find that word, then make 

as many words of any length as you can 

from these letters. You can only use each 

letter once, and each word must include 

the letter F. 

Why does Santa have 3 

gardens?  

So he can ho-ho-ho 

Why is Christmas just 
like your job? 
You do all the work 

and the fat guy with the 

suit gets all the credit! 
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Maureen & Mick Bindley     
send Christmas Greetings to everyone in the 

club wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas 

and a Good and Happy New Year 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year  
to all members of the SLMG club. It's been        

a brilliant year made possible by everybody     

being involved in various events throughout the 

year,  including our 40th Anniversary              

celebration. 

Keep it up for a fabulous 2020 MG' ing. 

Graham and Nicky  

Wishing you all a 

Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New 

Year 

Gillian and Michael 
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Dartmouth Harbour 

 

Fans of Britain’s two most beloved sports car marques have much to look forward to ahead of the International 
MG and Triumph Spares Day on Sunday 9th February 2020 at Stoneleigh Park, Coventry, Warwickshire. 

 

More than twenty MG & Triumph car clubs will be exhibiting at the event, meaning whatever your preference 
you're most likely to find it represented at the show. Owners and experts will be on hand to offer advice and      
answer any questions you may have. 

 

Alongside specialist traders for both marques, the show will host a wide selection of autojumble, automobilia and 

cars for sale. Whether you’re after a part, a project or a poster, you’re bound to find it on sale at the show. 
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Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along 

and meet like-minded people and enjoy the 

magic of the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is 

£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    

details contact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members   

forum 8.30pm. 

North Leicester Monthly Meetings 

The North Leicester MG Club meets at                

The   Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,         

between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton 

Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the 

month. 

 

Contact Chris Tideswell 

Tel: 01509 829478 

 

  Web Editor: Angela Varley 

Email: amb731@hotmail.co.uk 

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Membership Secretary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

Treasurer 

John Carr 

01455 209340 

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

 Events  Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 

Editor and Committee 

Member                  

Gillian Ricketts 

01455 553868 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

CLUB INFORMATION 

Secretary 

Bev Wright 

01455 845894 
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Deadline for next Torque is 24th December  2019 

Send your articles to Gillian -  mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Events 2019 
 


