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Editor’s Message:
A heartfelt thank to all of you,
for the emails, stories and kind
comments you have continued to
send me in recent months.
Throughout the pandemic period
and lockdown restrictions it has
been increasingly difficult to find
stories to keep the Torque going,
but I have been adamant not to
give up, and with your support
we have done it. Thank you.
Wishing you a safe and Happy
Christmas and a New Year to
look forward to.

Gillian
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Chairman’s Message:

Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen.
(Good evening Mr Chairman!!)
As this year is now coming to a close I shall have to say this has
not been a great year for MG's and clubs.
We look forward to a New Year with hope that daily life will get
back to normal!
Look on the bright side, with our age group at least we should be
at the front of the queue for the vaccine!!
Beverly has decided to stand down as secretary.
I would like to thank her for all the good work she has done for
the clubs in the past years.
Therefore we will be looking for a replacement for 2021.
John Carr, our treasurer, also is willing to stand down if we have
a volunteer for his position.
I would like to wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and New
Year and given the circumstances hope you will be able to spend
some quality time with your family and friends.

A.O.B. email grahamdorman80@gmail.com
or any committee member.
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Graham and Nicky would
like to send
Happy Christmas
and New Year greetings
to you all. Xx

Happy Christmas
everyone and good
wishes for a Healthy
and MG ing New
Year”
John & Penny

We would both like to wish you
all a Merry Christmas and
a safe and Happy New Year.
Regards John and Mary
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Best wishes to everyone for Christmas and New Year
from Martin and Gill (and Leo, our cat).
LD
O
S
Leo says that he doesn’t know what all the fuss is about
as he hasn’t changed his lifestyle, so he’ll just lounge
around and read a book about British cars.

After such an ‘interesting’
year, John & Glen would like
to wish everyone a Great
Christmas and a Happy, Busy
and Fulfilling 2021.

Wishing all our MG Friends a '' Very Merry
Christmas and a Happy ( Covid free ) New
Year ''
and hope that we will all be meeting up
again in the not too distant future
Colin and Carol Kingsbeer
Keep Safe x
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Wishing everyone a very Happy
Christmas with the hope we will
be able to start using our MG
cars sometime next year. Good
wishes to you all to stay safe and
well. From Maureen & Mick
Bindley

Wish everyone
a Happy Christmas
and a great New Year
Hope to see you all
soon
Bev & Steve

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year. Lets make
2021 a special year together

Jean
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Wishing everyone a
very Merry Christmas
and a very Happy New
Year, hope everyone
is well and keeping
safe
Best wishes
Sharon and Roger

A very Happy Christmas to
everyone and a happy and
healthy New Year.
Love Mike, Maria

Happy Christmas and a Healthy
New Year from Glenise and George

and
Mr Dennis Dog.
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Freddie in Lockdown
In the winter of 2019
Freddie moved house and
found himself out in the cold,
as the home he was moving
into had been filled with
boxes. In the Winter of 2020
his house was ready for him to
move into, where he would be
warm cosy and dry just in time
for the second lockdown, and
there he will stay until the
spring of 2021.
John C

Breakfast Taster
We went to the breakfast
venue along with Marian and
Bob and had a lovely
breakfast.
Obviously we had to try this
new venue and look forward
to this event going ahead
next year perhaps in May or
whenever the Covid situation
allows.
In the meantime stay safe.
Kind regards
Glenise and George

Crich Tramway Village
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In September we joined the MGF Central region of the MGCC for a day trip to Crich Tramway Village, which
incorporates the National Tramway Museum. It is the site of a disused
quarry, near Matlock, Derbyshire.
The event was going to be the Topless in the Peaks run, in aid of Help
for Heroes, but because the start venue was a bit small to host all our
cars, it was safety issue with the current social distancing rules. Instead
we all met at the Tramway Village and were allowed to park in there
too. Through the year they have special car club days where you can
park in the village.
A few of the buildings were brought here and rebuilt in the village,
much like some on the Black Country Museum site – including the
Red Lion pub which was originally in Stoke. You can go and have
a pint and a sandwich in there too. There is a cafe and ice cream parlour as well.
The first tram to arrive at the site was Cardiff 131, in 1959. 1963 saw the first tram to carry passengers in the village
which was Sheffield horse tram No 15.
There is fabulous building with a century of trams from the very early horse drawn in 1860 to the last ones of 1960.
The total sum for Help the Heroes was £4,056.57 with gift aid of £827.00 = £4,883.57.

Bev Wright

9

Christmas Challenge

Christmas Word Search

What did Adam say to his wife on Christmas?
It’s finally Christmas, Eve!
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Christmas Quiz
1. What alcoholic sauce is usually served with Christmas pudding ?
2. Often served at Christmas, what name is given to chipolatas wrapped in bacon ?
3. Meaning literally Christ's Bread, from which European country does Christopsomo originate ?
4. What is the alcoholic ingredient in a Snowball cocktail ?
5. Where would you be if your Christmas dinner consisted of rice and peas, chicken, oxtail and
goat curry ?
6. Who created a Christmas pudding for Waitrose in 2010 with a whole orange inside ?
7. With turkey being practically unknown in which Asian country has KFC become the Christmas
treat ?
8. From which vegetable is a snowman's nose usually made from ?
9. The French call it "Buche de Noel", by what name do we know this Christmas dessert ?
10. Which fish is popular as a Christmas dish in Eastern Europe ?
11. What in Germany is Lebkuchen, which is traditionally served in the Christmas season ?
12. What spice is usually used to flavour egg-nog ?
13. What shape is the Belgium sweet bread COUGNON said to represent ?
14. What should be eaten on each of the twelve days of Christmas to bring good luck ?
15. Of what is a Norfolk Black a variety ?
16. Traditionally what is hidden inside a rice pudding at Christmas in Sweden ?
17. In which area of France would the Christmas meal be finished with Thirteen desserts to
represent Jesus and the 12 disciples ?
18. A favourite for Christmas dinner, by what name do we know the vegetable Brassica oleracea ?
19. What would you expect to find in the centre of a STOLLEN ?
20. What in the UK was traditionally mixed into the Christmas Pudding to bring good luck to the
recipient ?
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1. Brandy Sauce.:2 Pigs in blankets:3 Greece:4Advocaat :5 Jamaica :6 Heston Blumenthal:7
Japan:8 A Carrot:9 A Yule log :10Carp:11A Christmas biscuit similar to gingerbread:12Cinnamon:13The Baby Jesus:14 A Mince Pie:15 A Turkey:16 An Almond
17 Provence :18 Brussels Sprouts 19 Marzipan.20.A Coin.
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Whilst flicking through a magazine in the Dentist’s waiting room

Many years ago, whilst flicking through a magazine in the Dentist’s
waiting room, I saw an advert for holiday cottages in Northumberland.
One of these “cottages” intrigued me as it was an 18th century grade II
listed tower in the middle of a field that went by the name of
“The Ducket”. I took details of the website and looked it up and decided
that one day we would stay there. Northumberland was certainly high on our list of places to visit in the UK
during retirement as previously we had only been as far as Newcastle on Tyne.
When it was clear that we would be unable to take our usual autumn
holiday abroad this year, we revisited this idea and to our delight The
Ducket was free for one week in October so we booked it.
The origins of The Ducket are unknown. On some maps it shows as
a windmill but others show it as a sea marker but there is no evidence it
was used for either purpose. Its last known use was as a pigeon
dovecote, which was shorted to “The Ducket” by locals.
The Ducket was refurbished into a 2 person holiday home in 2007 in
agreement with English Heritage. It has its own secure entrance gates
and car parking area together with an outside patio and seating area
which we unfortunately didn’t get to use. The adjoining field was
occupied by cattle and the occasional Roe Deer at dusk. At night it was
very dark and we had to remember to take a torch when returning late.
We arrived early evening and the sun was getting ready to set. It was
impossible to miss as it can be seen for miles around. Before unloading
the car we took a look inside. On the ground floor was a spacious
bathroom and a small hall area with a washer/dryer. The bedroom was
on the 1st floor with a window looking over the fields. A fully equipped
kitchen was on the 2nd floor and the lounge with sofa, TV and DVD on
the 3rd floor with windows either side. Then it was a further 2 flights of
stairs to the observation floor/library at the top of the tower with views of Holy Island to the east and the
Cheviot Hills to the west.
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It soon became apparent that we were going to be climbing a lot of stairs during our week here, 64 in total
spiralling from bottom to top. We were exhausted after emptying the car, especially as we had brought several
boxes of food with us in case pubs and restaurants closed during our time there. All of this had to go up
2 flights of stairs to the kitchen.
At the time Northumberland was in tier 2 lockdown and, although pubs and restaurants were open, multiple
households were only allowed to socialise outside. It did seem strange that such a very rural part of the
country was in this situation. The nearest towns, Berwick on Tweed and Alnwick, were both about 17 miles
away with little villages or hamlets in between.
Prior to arriving at The Ducket, we made the most of the good
weather and stopped for 2 nights at Middleton in Teesdale,
a small village in County Durham not far from Barnard Castle.
This was a lovely spot and we did a walk to the High Force and
Low Force waterfalls on the River Tees.
I hadn’t heard of them before but apparently High Force is the
highest single drop waterfall in England. The area is littered
with castle ruins and we visited a few of these including
Brough, Bowes and Barnard Castles.
On the way to Northumberland we took a detour to visit
Housesteads Fort on Hadrian’s Wall. This was a fascinating
place and we actually got the opportunity to walk on part of the
wall as there is a small stretch nearby where this is permitted.
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While in Northumberland we had 5 out of 7 reasonable days, weatherwise. We visited the Grace Darling
museum at Bamburgh. While at school, I learned the story of how Grace and her father rescued 9 people from
the ill fated MS Forfarshire in 1838 so it was good to hear the story again. We took in a few more castles at
Dunstanburgh and Norham and did a bit of exploring of the Northumberland National Park as well as a trip to
Holy Island but unfortunately Lindisfarne Castle was still closed to the public. We had planned to spend a day
in Edinburgh, getting the train from Berwick on Tweed. However travel to this part of central Scotland was
not permitted due to the local lockdown so we visited the border towns of Coldstream and Kelso instead. Both
were nice towns but very quiet and not many people about. We did a trip to Berwick on Tweed where we
walked around the town walls and visited the Berwick Barracks. From there we followed the river inland.
There are 2 bridges in the area that cross the Tweed from England to Scotland. One is the Union Suspension
Bridge but this was under renovation so we couldn’t cross even by foot. The other was Norham Bridge which
we drove over, did a short walk along the Tweed, then returned to England.
We wanted to do a boat trip to the Farne Islands to see the
Atlantic Grey Seal colonies but the weather and sea conditions
meant that all such trips were cancelled until Friday – the day
we were leaving. So, after packing up the car and bidding the
Ducket a fond farewell, we made our way to Seahouses, where
the boats to the Farne Islands leave from, and found that they
were operating so we booked a late morning trip. This was
really good, albeit a bit rough, and we saw so many seals on
the rocks and in the sea. It was pupping season so we also got
to see some very young pups which are pure white when born
and very cute. We also saw many seabirds including a “pufflet”
which is apparently what a juvenile puffin is called.
It was mid afternoon before we finally left Northumberland.
On our way back south we had a coffee stop at the Angel of
the North and then stayed overnight at Thirsk which was about
half way. Thirsk is another very nice Yorkshire town and we
had a walk around and then had a meal at an Italian Restaurant
before returning home the following day.

Paul and Jean Dalby
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SPOT TH DIFFERENCE
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Hi all - I am stepping down as club secretary next year. I have enjoyed my role
as club secretary but I think it's time for me to give someone else a chance to
'have a go'.
Please step forward and let me or Graham know if you are interested.
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CLUB INFORMATION

Chairman

Secretary

Graham Dorman

Bev Wright

Treasurer

Editor and Committee
Member

01455 845894

Committee Member

Membership Secretary

Events Co-ordinator

Michael Ricketts

Colin Kingsbeer

01455 553868

Bob Driver

01455 273161

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts

0116 3481587
robert.driver@sky.com

Events Co-ordinator

Derek Everitt
07831390270
derek.everitt@me.com

Web Editor: Colin Knowles

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,

colin.emailme@gmail.com

LE17 4US.

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org

Tel: 01455 553868
Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com
South Leicester Monthly Meetings

North Leicester Monthly Meetings

Membership open to all, so why not come along
and meet like-minded people and enjoy the
magic of the marque.

The North Leicester MG Club meets at
The Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,
between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton
Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the
month.

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at
the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton
Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is
£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For further
details contact the Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members
forum 8.30pm.
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Deadline for next Torque is 24th November 2020
Send your articles to Gillian - mgricketts@btinternet.com

