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Chairman’s Message:

Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen.
(Good evening Mr Chairman!!)

Something to look
forward to

Hopefully you all have managed to celebrate Christmas safely, no wild
parties!!

Dudley’s days out

The 2021 Ratae Run, all being well, will go ahead on Sunday 13th June.

Now we need to look forward to a brand New Year, virus permitting, where
we can meet up again and enjoy some lovely weekend runs in our MG's.
Kieron has planned the route.





It was a glorious
morning

Coffee Stop and end venue booked.

COVID-19 News

Don't forget you will need to use the voting form which will be in February
Torque to choose your committee members.

Please start collecting suitable items for the Ratae raffle and once we can meet
up, Jean and Paul Dalby will kindly store for us.

Please ,please, please take the time to vote. Thank you.


Club Information



Events
A.O.B. email grahamdorman80@gmail.com
or any committee member.

VACANCY
We have a exciting vacancy for Club Secretary. We are looking for someone who is organised, can work closely with the Chairperson
and other committee members. This role includes helping to organise club meetings, take accurate notes and assure members
receive all necessary information. You will also be involved in liaising with external clubs and organisations and acting as main point
of contact for the Enjoying MG magazine.
This is a crucial time for our club following a difficult year. This is a great opportunity to help grow the club
and to make a difference.
For further information about this role please contact Graham Doorman—Chairman

Tel: 01455 289383
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Dear all

An AGM is the process by which each club reviews their year and
elects a committee for the following academic year.
It gives members a fair and democratic opportunity to stand for a
committee position and effect the way in which your club is run.
We would love you to get involved in any way you can..
PLEASE ENTER YOU NAME IN THE TABLE BELOW UNDER THE HEADING THAT YOU THINK
YOU COULD BENEFIT THE CLUB.
PLEASE EMAIL THIS FORM BACK TO ME.

mgbev14@gmail.com

Safety Fast!
Bev
Beverley Wright

Secretary - South Leicestershire MG Club
Tel: 01455 845894

Committee members
Current position held

Enter your
name here in
the position you
would like to
hold

Chair-person

Mr Graham Dorman

Standing

Secretary

Mrs Bev Wright

Standing down

Treasurer

Mr John Carr

Pending **

Membership Secretary

Mr Colin Kingsbeer

Standing

Event Co-ordinations

Mr Bob Driver & Mr Derek Everitt

Standing

Social Media

Mr Colin Knowles

Standing

Torque Editor

Mrs Gillian Ricketts

Standing

Mr Michael Ricketts
Mrs Gillian Ricketts
Mr Colin Knowles
Vacancy
Vacancy
Vacancy

Standing
Standing
Standing

Committee members

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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It been a lousy year for me and my MG TF Bluebell.
She had to have a new engine and I had to miss out on a track day at Bennington due to my
ongoing health issues.
On the positive, my wife is not very keen on going out in Bluebell so I have had to find a new
buddy to share my MG romance with Bluebell. So in the first lock down I found a new friend in
my bubble “Uni” the unicorn! And with social distancing in mind, I checked the government rule
and can not find any rule for sharing my MG Bluebell romance with inflatable unicorn at long as
we both sanitise.
So off we went for a drive together, I got some funny looks and it gave friends in our street a good
laugh.
It was a good bit of fun in challenging times.

Ian Denton
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Something to look forward to…….

We had a lovely afternoon tea at Ullesthorpe Country Hotel. Just managed to
squeeze it in on November 4th, the day before lockdown. Thanks to Jean and MG
club for letting us know about this great offer.
Bob and Marian Driver

Share with us your tips and recommendations for a run
out somewhere, either for an afternoon tea or a Sunday
lunch? Contact the Events Team

Dudley’s first trips out………...
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I thought I would drop a mention of the car here
because it’s a car newsletter but this report isn’t car
related at all! Unless you can include having our
sarnies in the car, in the car park before we went in.
Seeing as we’ve not done many car related events of
late, I thought I would tell you about our trip to two
National Trust properties we visited when we had
a few days off work.
The weather looked like it would be reasonable for
the two days at least of that week, so we perused to
NT website of places not too far to visit.
The first one was Upton House and Gardens,
between Banbury and Gaydon. This country house
once belonged to Walter Samuel, 2nd Lord Bearsted,
whose father had founded the Shell oil company.
The property came up for sale in 1927 and Lord
Bearsted bought it and returned it to its former
glory.
His parents were collectors of fine art and porcelain
and he continued their collection from 1905. The
collection is displayed at the house.
Because of the current situation we were only
allowed to visit certain parts of the house.
Volunteers were present to oversee people were
following the right way round the rooms and to
give informative bits of information about the
property. The cafe was open so we managed to
get a tea and cake. After that we had a walk in the garden, which we should have done before going round the
house because the weather started to deteriorate – fortunately there were dense trees to shelter under, or we
would have been soaked.
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The next day we went to Belton House which is near Grantham. The estate has had many owners since it
was built in the 17th century to 1978 when it was given to the National Trust by the 6th Baron Brownlow’s
son Edward. Edward’s father was a close friend of King Edward and was appointed Lord in Waiting. This
was at the time of the abdication of the King so he could marry Wallis Simpson.
This property is only open on certain days, but again the current situation prevented that. So it was a walk
round the extensive gardens on the estate. This time the weather held up and we had a nice walk round.
There were lots of autumn colours and a few flowering plants. The orangery was closed for maintenance.
We had tea and cake at their cafe too. This place would be good for a return visit when everything is ok
again and in late spring or summer when there are more flowers. Fingers crossed for ‘next’ summer and the
one after.

Everyone needs places like this especially this year. It is important to have some spaces of beauty and
nature and take time out from our busy lives. The National Trust has lost a lot of money this year with the
pandemic and having to close its sites, we must hope they continue with the good work they do in preserving
these natural spaces, be it coastlines, parkland and other green spaces, as well as historic properties for us all
to enjoy.

Bev

IT WAS A GLORIOUS MORNING …...
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We always have a Cotterell family Christmas walk and lunch
arranged by “JC Tours of Hartshill” alias my brother John but due to
Covid-19 restrictions this could not take place, but a walk for two
was within the guidelines and we decided to try one of the walks
starting at the Rural Centre at Wistow.
It was a glorious morning and we set off with coffee and mince pies.
Storm “Bella” had been raging through the previous night and early
morning and we were prepared for soggy fields and paths.
We started from the car park passing Wistow Hall where Charles I
sheltered after his defeat at the Battle of Naseby in 1645.
Then passed the pretty small church which was dedicated to St
Wistan, a Mercian royal prince who was allegedly martyred here in
AD 849. This is where it became rather boggy, booted up we carried
on following the map towards the foot bridge, this was surrounded by
a moat! Michael being a boy scout edged around to climb the fence
and onto the bridge, “come on Gill” he said. Being vertically
challenged my leg did just reach the run of the fence but that was it,
could I pull myself up……..no. Not being defeated Michael pulled
me up with the belt of my trousers in a most un-ladylike way! Once
I had re-arranged my clothing we set off again across the fields
towards Newton Harcourt.
Back on solid ground we passed St Lukes Church and the manor
house once a dower house built early in 17th century. There were so
many beautiful buildings to see, the school house and old post office
which made the walk so more enjoyable. Octagon Cottages which in
the past formed the toll-house where drovers paid tolls for watering
their cattle. We carried on to the Lock Keeper’s Cottage at Newton
Top Lock and the Grand Union Canal and a stop for coffee, not
forgetting the homemade mince pies.
We made a detour to avoid the field and walked back to the Rural
Centre along the road. There are three walks with varying distance
from 3 to 5 miles and will be returning to try the others. Back at the
car our shoes were muddy as well as our trousers but our cheeks were
rosy and the sun was still shinning, a lovely Christmas walk.
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Back home our trousers went in the wash and the walking shoes cleaned and left to dry. We ate a hearty lunch, the
fresh air had made us hungry and the washer machine let us know the cycle had finished. Michael went and
emptied and put in the tumble dyer, well he would have done if it had not been covered in white deposits of tissue
as I was led to believe and an odd sweet wrapper. “You have left a tissue in your pocket”, he said. “No I haven’t”,
I replied, “I checked my pockets.” But something was not quite right, where did the sweet wrapper come from?
Later I asked for the map, then the penny dropped……… Someone’s face was a little shameful when he realised
the map was in his back pocket. Michael did apologise for the error of his ways but said it was my fault anyway as
I should have checked!!

Men!

Gillian

10

What does COVID-19 mean for SLMGC
At a time like this, when we all face an unprecedented challenge to our very way of life, it seems almost
frivolous to talk about club meetings and our cars stuck in our garages.
And yet now perhaps more than ever before we need our passions, both for the distraction they can
provide from the difficulties that beset us in our everyday lives and the community that we have created
around them – a community upon which we can all call for connection and support.
The South Leicester MG Car Club is committed to following the latest UK Government advice on events
and public gatherings.
Sadly, a new lockdown has arrived in England with localised restrictions, making it difficult to even plan
for any car holidays in 2021. Therefore, our clubs guidance remains in place with no monthly meetings
for the near future.
General Advice
Club members will know that recently, key changes to Government guidance were introduced stating that the
“rule of six” now applies to social gatherings, meaning that it is illegal to gather socially in groups of larger
than 6 people. There are now no exemptions to this rule and no events or gatherings can take place. Please note
this only applies to outdoor areas, and do not apply to private gardens or households. The rules do however
keep changing and it is difficult to keep up as local areas change classifications of restrictions and tier levels.
The best way to keep up to date with your own area is via the Government link:
https://www.gov.uk/find-coronavirus-local-restrictions useful which enables you to input your own postcode.
MG Car Club and Coronavirus: Latest updates and guidance
We do not expect any events to continue to go ahead, but if members attend hospitality or events venues, they
do so at their own risk. I noticed recently that the Market Harborough monthly meet still went ahead in
December. However members should satisfy themselves that the business, venue or organiser has put in the
necessary infrastructure, social distancing, track and trace and hygiene measures to comply with the regulations
for

hospitality venues.

Cafés, Restaurants and Pubs are able to open for take away only, but it is wise to check for WC facilities and
services ahead of attending any events.
Club Natters and Monthly meetings.
On advice from UK Government and relevant trade bodies, we are being urged against meets, natters and
gatherings. For those advertised by third-parties, you attend at your own risk. Plans are still going ahead for the
Ratae Road Run, and we will have to assess the guidelines nearer the time.
The latest UK Government advice introducing the ‘rule of six’ plus new regional lockdowns where deemed
necessary has made any relaxation impossible.
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For now though, the latest Government restrictions do mean that our club meetings, sadly cannot resume just
yet.
The burden of responsibility on our club is still too high, as is the risk to health from organising large-scale
events. Furthermore, Government advised that the penalties for hosting gatherings that break the rules are to be
increased both for organisers and attendees.
A few other clubs have managed to organise road runs in small groups (no more than 6) to exercise their MGs.
Maybe this is something we can consider in the spring. It is mainly the congregations of people at the start,
finish or any stop-over points which have to be avoided.
Be cautious - How are the rules enforced?
Individuals can be issued with fines of £100, up to £3,200 for repeat offences with more serious offences being
prosecuted. The Police have powers to disperse groups of over 6 people and remove people from an area.
Regional Meetings
The MGCC are advising all regions and registers to cancel or postpone their monthly meetings and local club
events for the near future, in line with government advice.
In the meantime it is important to stay safe, we have come so far, and hopefully, soon, we will be able to meet
again as a club and join in some club events in the spring and summer.
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I am now fully retired so my thoughts are now turning
back to getting the ‘C’ back on the road. She requires
some TLC to the bodywork and an engine
rebuild. To this end Micks old ‘B’ that I drove before
the ‘C’ is being stripped for useable parts on the
‘C’. The ‘B’ had a very sympathetic last MOT many
years ago and the shell is now not roadworthy.
(Sorry Mick!)
I want to sell the ’1972 ‘B roadster’ as a rolling chassis
complete with a sound engine and running gear. She
still starts and drives, and as you know, Mick never
raced or rallied her. Is there anybody out there who is This is her back in her prime, 2003, you don’t want to
see her now.
interested?
Best Wishes to the club
Peter and Helen Geisler
peter_geisler@sky.com

IMPORTANT CLUB MEMBERSHIP
Covid-19 NOTICE
Due to the ongoing Pandemic and the impact this has had on
our club events and meetings throughout 2020, it has been
agreed that all membership fees,which have been paid,
will be carried over to 2021.
Please note as of 2021 the club membership fee has increased
to £10.00. New members and current members who did not
pay last years fee will be required to pay the new rate.
Membership fees are payable to:
Colin Kingsbeer
Membership Secretary
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CLUB INFORMATION

Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Graham Dorman

Bev Wright

John Carr

01455 289383

01455 845894

01455 209340

Committee Member

Membership Secretary

Events Co-ordinator

Michael Ricketts

Colin Kingsbeer

01455 553868

Bob Driver

01455 273161

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts

0116 3481587
robert.driver@sky.com

Editor and Committee
Member
Gillian Ricketts
01455 553868

Events Co-ordinator

Derek Everitt
07831390270
derek.everitt@me.com

Web Editor: Colin Knowles

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,

colin.emailme@gmail.com

LE17 4US.

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org

Tel: 01455 553868
Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com
South Leicester Monthly Meetings

North Leicester Monthly Meetings

Membership open to all, so why not come along
and meet like-minded people and enjoy the
magic of the marque.

The North Leicester MG Club meets at
The Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,
between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton
Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the
month.

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at
the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton
Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is
£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For further
details contact the Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members
forum 8.30pm.
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Deadline for next Torque is 20th January 2021
Send your articles to Gillian - mgricketts@btinternet.com

