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2021 MG season is fast approaching...are you ready? 
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Inside this issue 

Chairman’s Message: 

Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen. 

(Good evening Mr Chairman!!) 

Good evening ladies and gentlemen,  welcome to 2021  AGM. 

The past year as been the most extraordinary time in the clubs history. Unfortunately not a good year for our    
usual activities and shows.  

Going into 2021 it does not look like being a good start as we are still well into lockdown with Covid 19           
Pandemic.  

The club I hope is still strong at heart with all the members waiting to be released in their cars again . 

As soon as it is possible the club will arrange bumper events to make up for last year.  

If you have any ideas for future trips please let the events co-ordinators know.  

RATAE is going ahead so far on June 13th 2021. 

Please spread the word about our biggest event, let's hope we get 150 car's.  

As chairman of this club I would like to thank all the committee members for all their work throughout this last 
difficult year.  

Thank you all for putting up with me as chairman. 

Whilst you are reading this Torque magazine you should have cast your vote for this year's committee.  

If not please use the proposed voting form and send by post or email to be received before 2nd February. 

As you can see from the proposed voting form we have two new proposed committee members.  

Stuart Armston for  treasurer  and Jean Dalby for secretary.  

The club would like to thank John Carr for 25years as treasurer.  I am sure he has seen many highs and 
lows  within the club over this period, but with his support and knowledge he has helped immensely to take the 
club to where it is now.  

Also our thanks go to Beverly Wright. Bev was roped into the role of secretary in 2012 and enjoyed the has                 
experience for 9 years.  This position has required her time and efforts which were invaluable to the club. 

 

 

 

Keep safe and well till we meet again.  

 

 

 

A.O.B. email grahamdorman80@gmail.com  

or any committee member.  

 

 Top 10 Classic British Sorts Cars 

 Secretary's Report  

 Club Membership 

 Club Info 

 Events  

Inside this issues: 

 New Rules for Number Plates 

 How to Pass the Time of Day 

 Sunday Morning Walk 

 “Skip Alert” 

 

mailto:grahamdorman80@gmail.com
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Courtesy John Redfern   

New rules for classic cars with black and silver number plates  
 
New rules introduced at the start of 2021 have widened the restrictions on which cars can use black and silver 
number plates 
As of 1 January 2021, no vehicle made after 1 January 1980 will be permitted to display number plates in the 
traditional pressed metal design.  
This is despite the fact some vehicles will continue to be eligible for historic vehicle status, seeing them       
exempt from road tax and MOT requirements. 

 

‘Unintended consequences’ 

The Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) has introduced the new rules, as the result of ‘unintended 
consequences’ from guidance issued back in 2015. 
The cause was an attempt to redefine which vehicles were eligible for historic road tax status. At the time, the 
DVLA stated that any historic vehicle more than 40 years old would be able to use black and silver number 
plates.  
 
The DVLA now says this was ‘never the intention’ and has acted to amend the guidance. 
It leaves owners of cars made after 1 January 1980 unable to fit the traditional-style plates. This applies even 
if they are currently registered as exempt from road tax. 
 

EU identifier also outlawed 
 
Those with cars made before 1 January 1980 can still fit black and silver number plates as before. To use these 
plates, classic car owners must first ensure they have applied to the DVLA for vehicle tax exemption. 
Such traditional number plates are typically made from pressed metal, with silver or white letters on a black 
background. Reflective white or yellow plates became a legal requirement from 1 January 1973.  
From the start of this year, the DVLA has also banned the fitment of new number plates with an EU band. 
Motorists now need to ensure they have a ‘GB’ sticker attached to their car when travelling in Europe.  

New rules for classic cars with black and silver  
number plates 

Michael 

https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3a%2f%2fa.msn.com%2f08%2fen-gb%2fBB1cNIwp%3focid%3dsl&title=New+rules+for+classic+cars+with+black+and+silver+number+plates&source=http%3a%2f%2fa.msn.com%2f08%2fen-gb%2fBB1cNIwp%3focid%3dsl
https://www.motoringresearch.com/car-news/cloned-number-plates-warning-motorists/
https://www.motoringresearch.com/advice/how-to-assign-private-number-plate-online/
https://www.motoringresearch.com/car-news/classic-cars-converted-electric-not-historic/
https://www.motoringresearch.com/advice/how-much-cost-tax-car/
https://www.motoringresearch.com/car-news/green-number-plates-now-legal/
https://www.motoringresearch.com/car-news/brexit-eu-number-plates-gb-stickers/
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Graham 

As boredom sets in this never ending lockdown I had thoughts about when we are out in our MGF, trying to 
balance two cups of tea somewhere was a problem.  

Even though the car is designed with a cup holder in the armrest we haven't been able to find cups that fit.  

I decided to take it out to see what I could do.  

Decision was made to cut out the centre mould and make it into a tray which I then covered in carbon fibre. 

We now have a safe place to rest our cups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past the time of day - what's next !! 

 

Door cards on MG Midget ? 

How to pass the time of day !! 
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Monday to Friday, we walk the streets of Lutterworth for exercise and fresh air.  Same route via the cemetery, 
through the town and back home, best foot forward normally around 35 minutes.  With the current restrictions in 
place going further is banned.  With a chicken roasting slowly for lunch, we set off for a walk across the fields. 
We are very lucky that there are public foot paths on our doorstep. It had been a hard frost as we made our way 
through the Country Park which is all path and is used by dog walkers and families to run around with children 
and is disabled accessible too.   
 
This is now the entry to the public foot path as the new housing development has temporarily moved it.          
The ground was hard and we only met a couple of walkers with dogs.  The traffic noise disappears and your are 
on your own with nature.  Hidden in the overgrowth there are some ruins which may well have been an old farm 
house from long ago.  We decide to head for Bitteswell and cross into a crop field with a path through the      
middle, well a mud track really though the frost had iced over the puddles.  Following Michael and I walked on 
the ice as I liked the sound of the cracking of the breaking ice, one two three, oh that was a bit deeper  and          
a muddy wet shoe to show for it.  Back onto the farmers drive to the rear end of Magna Park, we walk the road 
from nowhere to Bitteswell, well technically it is to the farm and  some converted 
barns. Sheep fill the fields on either side of  the Lane all awaiting Motherhood, they 
are so serene gently grazing and resting on the grass and in the distance you can see  
fields and farms.   
 
The sun is still refusing to rise as we head into Bitteswell, a pretty little village with 
a green, Michael has even chosen the house he would buy overlooking the green.    
St. Marys Church dominates the village  and dates back to 1857. It was recorded in 
the Domesday book that the village was known as “Betmeswelle”.  There is still        
a post office which is run from the village hall on a part time basis, though the      
original post office house still remains with the post box situated in the wall and is 
emptied everyday. We walk back along the road to Lutterworth and to home.  The 
smell of roasted chicken greets us, muddy shoes to be cleaned,  A country walk on 
our doorstep enjoyed. 

SUNDAY MORNING WALK 

Gillian 
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Hi All 

Hoping  you had a good Christmas and a celebratory 
New Year  

Like most ,we are keeping our heads down as much 
as possible, but it is a bit depressing ,isn't it! 

Keeping active is getting more difficult with walking 
to the shops and around the block is getting to be        
monotonous. 

However it can sometimes have its advantages. 
Whilst passing a skip left out in a front drive the     
other day, we noticed some rather nice wall plant 
holders lent against it .They were wrought iron and 
rather tasty with a ' barley sugar' detail  .Upon 
knocking on the front door and asking if they were 
for sale ,' gulp' 'gulp' we were asked  to  '' Please take 
them ,we are moving house ''. Hastily removing my hand from the area of my wallet, '' Thank you very much '' 
said I , feeling like I'd just won the Lottery.....you couldn't see me for dust ! 

 We now have 'Skip Alert' syndrome when out walking, and can detect one from afar!... ..you too could get 
lucky! 

We managed our first ' Click and Collect' from Sainsbury's recently, which went quite well  after the trials and 
tribulations of the ordering process. 

What a palaver!. Eventually Carol calmed down and we managed to get it right in the end, filled the 'trolley' and 
booked a collection slot. 

On the day of collection, we pulled into the bay next to the biggest 4x4 SUV you have ever seen, it was the a size 
of a bus and made the Range Rover on the other side look like a Dinky Toy. I looked at the make on the tail 
gate ,and had to look again!, LAMBORGHINI ,a  b****y Lamborghini, a racing car SUV what next !  It must 
have been a hundred and fifty grands worth at the least  mind you, just the thing for getting the weekly shop in. 

The lady driver was casually dressed but Carol ( being a woman ) said she was wearing expensive                  
trainers ...well, we wouldn't expect anything else would we dear! And when she started up and drove off, it was 
like being in the pits area at Silverstone. I hope she didn't crush her cornflakes. We both thought '' Footballer's 
wife' ,lucky girl! 

My guitar skills are improving  ( Honest ) and I decided to have a go at learning '' We wish you a Merry       
Christmas '' for 2020.  Managing and progressing quite well in tab and chords but I didn't quite make it for           
a polished version for 2020. Oh well!  it should be ok for Christmas  2021.lol, something else to keep me busy. 

Also, if anyone needs a guitar cleaning , re-stringing 
or even a complete 'set up' including neck truss relief 
( adjustment ) ,intonation, action etc, 

I can do, for a reasonable fee plus  parts.   

Now where did I put those plant holders, sandpaper 
and paint? 

Have a good year everyone but keep low ,its not over 
yet!  

Keep Safe! 

 

 

'Skip Alert' 

Colin and Carol 
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One of my precious lockdown pass-times is browsing on the internet. Gillian has already told you of my           

Amazon uk endeavours, well although not completely stopped, I have calmed down!! And now spend my time 

looking at classic sports cars, oh... what I could do with a fat bank account, if only I had one. We all have 

dreams, and we all have our favourite sport classics. Inevitably our favourites are wrapped up in our garages 

waiting for the Spring, but we have to allow ourselves to have a dream favourite too. So I googled the Top 10 

Classic British Cars Ever Made, surprisingly my personal top 3 are all in the UK rating, but this is also          

debateable as we all have different views, none of which are right or wrong, its simply just personal preference. 

These are all pre-1970, and although we may think Italy, Germany, Japan, USA or even the French ! Have     

produced some amazing sports cars (I particularly like the Fiat Spider) , without a doubt England, and also   

closer to home, Coventry boasts some of the best classic sports cars in the World, sought out by collectors 

across the globe. 

My personal ranking differs from the below, maybe the James Bond Aston Martin is a teaser and head turner, 

not to mention the sound as it accelerates away from the traffic lights, my all time dream car has always been, 

and remains to date, is the Jaguar XK , and I do have a soft spot for the Morgan, but this would need to be           

a brand new Roadster with the V8 BMW engine, if they are still making them?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top 10 Classic British Sports Cars Ever Made 

Jaguar XKE (1961–1974) 

Largest Engine: 5.3L V12 

Layout: Front Engine with Rear    
Wheel Drive 

Made in Coventry, England 

Aston Martin DB5 (1963-1965) 

Largest Engine: 4.0L Inline 6 

Layout: Front Engine with Rear Drive 

Made in England 
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Triumph Spitfire (1962-1980) 

Largest Engine: 1.3L Inline 4 

Layout: Front Engine with Rear 
Drive 

Made in Canley, Coventry, England 

MGA Roadster (1955-1962) 

Largest Engine: 1.6L Inline 4 

Layout: Front Engine with Rear 
Drive 

Made in Abingdon, England 

Austin Healey 3000 (1959-1967) 

Largest Engine: 2.9L Inline 6 

Layout: Front Engine with Rear 
Drive 

Made in Abingdon, England 

AC Ace (1953-1963) 

Largest Engine: 2.6L Inline 6 

Layout: Front Engine with Rear 
Drive 

Made in West Norwood, London, 
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Which brand made the best classic (pre 1970) British sports car? 

The ratings or voting was completed by Zero to 60 

Times website, this is an American web site but 

has some  interesting facts and stories.  So being 

American maybe not the same opinions of the 

British public, what does it matter, take a look and 

decide which top 3 cars would be in your garage if 

you hade the opportunity and choice. 

My line up is fairly easy; 

I would have to keep “Iris” as we have so many 

great memories and she has been with us now 11 

years, part of the family. Next without hesitation is 

the Jaguar XK, ether Racing Green or Red and the 

3rd. Assuming a triple Garage! Is the Austin     

Healey, I know is Gillian's favourite.  

I guess that is the best part of £250k spent of my 

Lottery Winnings ! And so I dream on ……... 

Photos Courtesy Zero to 60 Times 

https://www.zeroto60times.com/
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Morgan Plus 4 (1950-1961) 

Largest Engine: 2.1L Inline 4 

Layout: Front Mid Engine with Rear 
Wheel Drive 

Made in Malvern, Worcestershire, Eng-

land 

Austin Healey Sprite (1958-1971) 

Largest Engine: 1.3L Inline 4 

Layout: Front Engine with Rear Wheel 
Drive 

Made in Abingdon, England 

 

Bentley 4 1/2 Litre                     

“Bentley Blower” (1927-1931) 

Largest Engine: 4.4L Supercharged 
Inline 4 

Layout: Front Engine with Rear Drive 

Made in Cricklewood, England 

Lotus Elite (1958-1963 

Largest Engine: 1.2L Inline 4 

Layout: Front Engine with Rear Drive 

Made in Filton, England 

Michael 
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IMPORTANT  CLUB MEMBERSHIP  

 

Covid-19 NOTICE  

 

Due to the ongoing Pandemic and the impact this has had on 

our club events and meetings throughout 2020, it has been 

agreed that all membership fees,which have been paid,        

will be carried over to 2021. 

 

Please note as of 2021 the club membership fee has increased 

to £10.00.  New members and current members who did not 

pay last years fee will be required to pay the new rate. 

 

Membership fees are payable to: 

 

Colin Kingsbeer  

Membership Secretary 

Secretary’s report 

As you may know by now I am retiring from my post as club secretary.  I have been in the post a few 

years now and I felt it was time to hand my duties over to someone else who wanted to give it a go.  

I first took up the job in February 2012, it certainly doesn’t seem that long ago!  How time flies.  Me 

and Steve had been in the club about a year when I was approached by Mr Chairman to ask if I would 

like to be secretary.  It has been fun being secretary and I hope I have done a good job these past years.  

Safety Fast! 

Bev 

 

Beverley Wright 

Secretary - South Leicestershire MG Club  
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Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along 

and meet like-minded people and enjoy the 

magic of the marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton 

Astley, Leicestershire. Family membership is 

£5.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    

details contact the Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members   

forum 8.30pm. 

North Leicester Monthly Meetings 

The North Leicester MG Club meets at                

The   Lingdale Golf Club, Joe Moors Lane,         

between Croptston, Woodhouse Eves and Newton 

Linford. at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the 

month. 

 
 

  Web Editor: Colin Knowles 

colin.emailme@gmail.com  

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

Membership Secretary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

Treasurer 

John Carr 

01455 209340 

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

 Events  Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 

Editor and Committee 

Member                  

Gillian Ricketts 

01455 553868 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

Secretary 

Bev Wright 

01455 845894 

CLUB INFORMATION 
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Deadline for next Torque is 23rd February 2021 

Send your articles to Gillian -  mgricketts@btinternet.com 


