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As we ease out of lockdown we can look forward to more club runs
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Editors Message:
As I write this there is a buzz in the
air and Iris has been out of the
garage twice in April after being in
lockdown for over twelve months.
We enjoyed an impromptu Drive It
Day, the sun did shine but the wind
was cold but being true MG’ers the
top stayed down. Woolly hat and
scarf at the ready. With a May Day
holiday to look forward too, lets
hope the weather is kind.
I still need articles for the Torque, if
you are out and about please tell me
where you have been with a few
photos and a couple of lines.
Take Care,
Gillian

Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen.
(Good evening Mr Chairman!!)
As we are all aware we are coming out of strict lockdown,so
hopefully we will be able to restart our monthly meetings at
the White Horse. I have spoken to the landlady ,Tina, who is
looking forward to seeing you all. We have pencilled in
Tuesday 6th July.
It was fantastic to see so many members turn out for Drive It
Day last Sunday.
The weather was very kind to us although a bit chilly. I hope
you all enjoyed yourselves on the 38ml. run to Gate's Garden
Centre .
If anyone has any ideas for a run please let the events
coordinator's know. The time is coming up for some nice
evening runs out in our MG's.
We will be enjoying some events before July so get booked
up and get back to having fun.

A.O.B. please contact myself.
See you all, hopefully by July.
Hope to see you soon.
Graham
AOB :
grahamdorman80@gmail.com
or any committee member.

Keep safe and well till we meet
again.
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Letter to the Editor,
On behalf of John and I, may I thank the Chairman
for an excellent day out. It was the treat we’d all
needed.
It was a lovely drive through our delightful county
and it was so nice to see walkers, cyclists and
horse-riders out, sharing the roads with no problems.
How pleasant everyone was.
The route was a good one and not too difficult. The
weather was good. There was a brisk, cool wind but
open top motoring was still possible. And the sun
shone!
We enjoyed browsing the garden centre at the end and
having coffee and cake on the balcony, in the
(distanced) company of friends whom we haven’t
seen for so long.

Chairman Graham Dorman
South Leicester MG Club

The government has not yet released us into full and
unlimited freedom but what a great rehearsal we had
today for when it happens.
Thanks Graham & Nicky.
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Chairman's Sunday Run to Gates Garden Centre

Remembering Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
– The Royal Windsor MG Heritage Festival
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Words by Pete Macwaters .

Mr He Xiaoqing presents a new TF LE 500 to the Duke of Edinburgh to auction for his charity. Photo: John Watson

Originally published in Safety Fast! during 2009 as part of the 85th anniversary of
MG, this article remembers the moment that MGCC members met HRH Prince
Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh at Windsor Castle. We have re-published the article
here in memory of his passing, at the age of 99, on April 9th 2021.
Promoted as the ‘MG Event of a Lifetime’, it was our opportunity to
take ‘Lucy’ (our 1960 MGA) to see the Duke !
The highly anticipated gathering was organised on behalf of the Rotary Club of Windsor
and Eton by The MG Owners Club in association with the MG Car Club, MG Octagon
Car Club and the Early MG Society. It was the perfect way to celebrate MG’s 85th
birthday and came complete with the royal seal of approval!
MG Motor UK Ltd was instated as the event’s main sponsor as cars spanning all eras
converged at what was a spectacular Windsor Castle setting. It was therefore apt, that MG
Motors used the Windsor event as platform to launch their new TF LE85 and TF 135
models
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Having received our confirmation for the Royal Review, a 7.00am start from Buckingham, in convoy with
a friend’s 1955 MG TF, was necessary in order to comply with our allocated 8.30am rendezvous at the King
Edward VII car park in Windsor.
Despite the initial poor forecast for the Saturday, as the week progressed, the outlook improved, so it was hoods
down as we travelled south. We were allocated number 103 out of 220 and almost half the cars were already
parked up as we arrived.

We drove to the Castle via Thames Street and into Castle Hill where the general public lined the roads and made
us feel like royalty as they waved and cheered with plenty of photos being taken.
We entered the grounds and drove slowly around the
quadrangle getting a cheery wave from the Duke of
Edinburgh.
We then exited through the private gate complete with
sentry and proceeded down Frogmore Drive to the
Frogmore Display ground where all the parade cars
were parked up in order.
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At 12.30am the Duke of Edinburgh arrived to undertake a tree planting ceremony with MG Motor UK Ltd.
chairman Mr. He Xiaoqing. A new black TF LE500 was presented to the Duke by Mr. He Xiaoqing for auction
to benefit The Prince Philip Trust Fund and other Rotary nominated Charities, sealed bids in excess of £9,500
were invited. Meanwhile, the eight scenic road runs had been organised to ensured a steady stream of cars
filtered into Windsor and assembled at Long Walk.
An estimated 600 additional
cars used these road runs to get
to Windsor making a total of

820 MG cars in one place,
apart from Silverstone, surely
this is a record?

MG Motors used this event to launch their special edition MG TF LE 85.
Photo: Adrian Clifford
It is clear that The Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Philip heart learned
more towards Horse and Carriage, the Navy, and the Royal family
seem to have a penchant for Land overs and Daimlers, although
there is a small link with the Royals and MG cars.
I thought this was a fitting story to remember Prince Philip and to
say farewell to the Nations Grandad. You don’t need to be
a Royalist to appreciate and respect all that the Duke has achieved
in his life and done for his Country.

Prince Charles has also enjoyed the odd MG experience

Michael
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Why does the MGF capture the heart?
The MGF is a great little car. It has had a number of teething
problems associated with poor build quality and there have
been a few examples of cars where a great deal has gone
wrong. The F is also completely impractical.
But, once you've driven it, REALLY driven it, you won't want
to let it go.
A 10-minute drive home from work can turn into a 3-hour
blast around the countryside. Get a bit of sun (well, just wait
for it to stop raining really), get the roof down, the wind in
your hair, and life seems a million times better. Even in the
middle of the snow in Switzerland, it's great with the top
down. Just turn the heater on full, put a ski jacket on and you
won't be cold.

The MGF has life. It has character.
If you had a Porsche, a Z3 or an SLK, it just wouldn't be the
same. As an MG driver, you get other owners waving and
flashing their lights at you as you pass.
It doesn't matter if you're driving around the city, or on the
open road with the roof down, you can be sure that someone
somewhere will be doing the same in another MG.
When you buy an MG, you buy into a completely unique
club that gives you a sense of belonging wherever you drive.

And the way the MGF handles ...
... not many other cars come close.
The F may not be the fastest car on the road, but it is one of
the most fun. It's mid engine design helps provide that
"supercar" feeling as you burn up some twisty winding
country road, with the wind in your hair.

Michael—Not got one yet but lets see what the
future brings…….
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The Drives of your life:

ATLANTIC HIGHWAY
A couple of years ago Gillian and I ventured on a Road trip in Iris along the Jurassic Coast , Dorset to Cornwall,
a round trip of about 750 miles, this proved to be an amazing experience, probably the wettest holiday we have
ever been on and at times a boat may have been preferable, but Iris did us proud. You may have read about it in
the Torque. Now coming out of lockdown and what looks like our planned Italian holiday plans, once again
postponed to 2022, we are looking for another Road trip. Several have caught our eye, and this one we found in
the Good Housekeeping magazine.
The route, starting from Bath along the A39 to Falmouth ,includes the Atlantic Highway, covers approx. 190
miles. (Anticipating a round trip of about 700 miles from home). We will travel through three counties, wild
moorland, endless beaches and pretty seaside towns on what is one of the best drives in Europe. We are going to
follow Susan Ward Davies trip exploring Somerset, Devon and Cornwall.
The beginning and end of the A39 looks like a proper “A” road but in some places, it feels more like a country
lane, taking you through some of England's most beautiful countryside. Your pick it up just outside of Bath and
meander down through Wells, past Glastonbury, through the Quantock Hills and over towards the sea.
The beauty of a road trip is you can
travel as little or as far as you wish,
stopping off at places of interest
and at your choice. (Although a tip
is that to pre-book your overnight
stay in advance and without
stretching the miles each day.)

We know this part of the country reasonably
well as my parents lived in North Somerset. At
first , Somerset is all fields and gentle hills, but
then you follow the coastline to the alarming
one-in-four gradient (apparently the UK’s
steepest A road) of Porlock Hill, and then
another at Countisbury, before sweeping across
the edge of Exmoor, where ponies and sheep
grace and fog often curls up from the sea.
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The start of Porlock Hill, where the
parallel toll road branches off to the east

The 70+ miles stretch from Barnstable to Fraddon, known as the Atlantic Highway, is the most scenic section,
passing Bude and Padstow, from where you can take a detour on the B3276, the little coast road winding to
Newquay past Mawgan Porth, the Bedruthan Steps and Watergate Bay, before re-joining the A39 to head across
to Truro, finishing in pretty Falmouth.

And if you are Good Food freaks like us, you have Jamie Oliver’s restaurant “Fifteen” just around the
corner at Watergate Bay and serves traditional Italian with (even more) panoramic views of the bay.

Recommended Pit Stops;
Cheddar Gorge - The UK’s largest inland Gorge is a dramatic long, rocky cleft formed some 300m years ago.
Wells, Somerset - England's smallest city is known for the moated Bishops’ Palace and 13th –century
cathedral with its astronomical clock.
Clovelly, Devon - Car free vertiginous fishing village clings to 120m Devonshire cliff. The pretty houses and
the harbour views are worth the climb down.
Lynton and Lynmouth, Devon - Two little villages, one on the cliff top and one on the sea front, linked by the
worlds longest (262m), an steepest, water powered funicular railway.
Tintagel, Cornwall - Said to be King Arthur’s birthplace, dramatic Tintagel is the site of medieval castle, built
between a rugged headland and the mainland. Make sure you explore Merlin's Cave and see St Nectan’s Glen
waterfall nearby.
Padstow Cornwall - The quintessential Cornish fishing town is at its picturesque best in late summer/autumn,
with it’s cut cottages and beach walks.
And so many more to explore such as Helston, St Mawes and Trebah Gardens, it is beautiful corner of the
UK and roads most suited to MG’s. Lets hope as we now start to come out of lockdown and restrictions are
gradually lifted, that this time around life gets back to some form of normality, and we can once again enjoy our
road trips.

Michael
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THE NAVIGATORS
So with the start of a bit of normality and a SLMG run planned, my thoughts are of the Navigators, who without
us no car would end up where they should be. The tulip guide is always passed to the Navigator whether male
or female and off goes the driver for the “talk of engines and things “ and we are left to look at the route.
A pen or pencil at the ready and something to lean on, I usually have a clipboard, it has lots of uses!
Once settled in the car and odometer set to nil off we start. Always give instructions well in advance and repeat
as necessary. Never admit you maybe wrong. Usually all goes well until I mix up my left and right and
a discussion takes place of where we are supposed to be travelling, I quickly change my mind, this causes
a glance but a quick prod with the pencil does the trick and we are back on track.
There have been many occasions of mishaps but two come to mind. A lunch run with Graham following
Michael and I as he said “you never go wrong”. Well that was a mistake, with the instruction
given for straight ahead at the island but the tulip was missed for five exits and we left at four,
it was quickly spotted but the driver thought he would carry on, and
on and on and so did Graham....... This caused a bit of tension as
I had my reputation to keep intact, it didn’t end there as the driver
also thought he knew better than me with the instructions and we
got lost again. We had a superb lunch and all was forgiven.
I am traumatised by the events that happened 2015 in Normandy
with 11 cars organised by Angela and Kevan............ Michael was
asked to plan a route to Bayeux and he worked for days putting
a tulip guide together and was well pleased. The day dawn sunny
and warm and we all left, that was the last time we were together.
It started with diversions and we lost one car, the sat nav was set up
but the diversions kept coming. We headed for the coffee stop
a beautiful Chateaux Fontaine Henry only to find it closed on
Wednesdays. But on a positive the men did relieve themselves and
the ladies crossed their legs.
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On we went, going around in circles and a couple more cars were lost, down a dirt track we travelled, the dust
was so thick we were not sure if anyone was following, it seemed to go on for miles.

And then appeared a farm yard with the road running through it. Michael asked me for help, “you are on your
own” came the reply, the “sat nav” and “sat nag” had abandoned him and we sat there dust covered cars all in
a row.
The farmer came over, he didn’t speak English and
our French was not that good either, his son fetched
his sister, who could speak a little English and she
looked at the map and pointed and waved her arms.
Michael thanked her and engines were started and
the farmer stood in front of the car, did he want
paying for being on his land ? He had been
tinkering with a very large combined harvester and
Michael was a little worried.
Then appeared Grandad bought out to see the cars
and we were enthusiastically waved off. At this
point Michael asked for an “Iris” sweet and
I replied “it was not appropriate”, what a eventful
morning, I was mortified, what were the others
thinking, little did I know they found it amusing and what an adventure. We did find Bayeux and a few more
cars were lost on the way but the ladies did find toilets and I was given food which always helps.

With hopefully a better MG season to come, what about the Navigator?
Well, stand by your man comes to mind especially on a European trip,
be patience with the driver, he is an important instrument of the car and
if you do go wrong just make sure there is no one following...........

Gillian
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On the 18th April I polished Iris and gave her a quick once over and decided to take a run across to Harborough
Sports Classic & Vintage car meet. It was a lovely sunny morning, blue skies and I followed Nicky and Graham
in the Midget for a first drive of the year. It’s a great event and always a good turnout, almost 400 cars this time,
so as you can imagine quite a gathering, it was also pleasing to see the that the vast majority respected social
distancing. Recommend taking a flask of coffee and something to eat as the queue for the catering trailer is quite
long, but plenty of loos available. Certainly I will be going along again next month, weather depending, tip is to
arrive early as you may end up queuing at the roundabout.

Michael
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TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts

Web Editor: Colin Knowles

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,

colin.emailme@gmail.com

LE17 4US.

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org

Tel: 01455 553868
Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com

South Leicester Monthly Meetings
Membership open to all, so why not come along and meet like-minded people and enjoy the magic of the
marque.
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton Astley,
Leicestershire. Family membership is £10.00 p/a, payable in January. For further details contact the
Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members forum 8pm.
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Deadline for next Torque is 20th May 2021
Send your articles to Gillian - mgricketts@btinternet.com

