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GLEN PARVA GALA
Saturday, 8 August 2021
Six cars met up at The White Horse in Broughton Astley to drive in convoy to Glen Parva for
12 noon. We were met at the Dorothy Avenue Park by Bob Charlton, a member of the Glen
Parva Classic and Transport Group.
‘I like anything with wheels. Anything petrol powered’ said Petrol-Head Bob.
He parked us up tidily. As John and I had led the convoy, our Mazda was at the front, but hey,
it’s a modern classic, isn’t it?
A warm, sunny start but with the threat of rain for later. A typical summer day with fluffy silver clouds followed
by those of a more grey and forbidding nature. But it didn’t matter. We still managed to enjoy a proper picnic.
There was a good turn-out on the Park and folk only had to take shelter once. Bob, with great foresight had put
up several gazebos. We drank his beer and ate his wife, Sue’s cake.
There was a good display of vehicles. Bob gave me all the intimate details of these vehicles, most of which, I’m
sorry, went right over my head!
The Motorbike & Scooter group included a 1950s Italian 2-stroke Bonvicini Jaguarino.
‘Despite what it says on the tank,’ said Bob, ‘it’s not a Moto Guzzi.’ It was much admired, however, for its
‘fantastic patina.’ (In layman’s terms, that’s ‘rust’).
Bob brought several vehicles of his own:; - a 1969 Vespa (street style, that is, without all the fancy mirrors and
glitzy chrome), a Jag,, a special edition Audi TT, a Robin Hood s7 and a Lotus 7 look-a-like
- a 1954 MG TF (the last of the T series.)
John an Aleen Bowyer brought their immaculate Ford Zodiac, similar to those used in the 1960’s TV series,
‘ Z Cars.’
There were others; the Mayflower, a ‘baby-Rolls’ was described by its owner as a Marmite car. ‘You either love
it or you hate it.’ Unlike the pretty, curvy MGTFs, it was boxy and had sharp angles and drew everyone’s
attention.
It was a pleasant day until the cooling wind, blowing up who knew what, drove us from the field about 4 o’clock.

Glen Lee
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Misterton Hall Garden Fete
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Misterton Hall stands in a small park within it's own beautiful gardens rolling down to a large and impressive lake,
just off the the M1 near Lutterworth. The local Rotary Cub organise an impressive Garden fete once a year for
local charities which is well attended by people from near and far. There are attractions for everyone, with many
stalls selling all kinds of wares including Tombola ,Raffle and bottle stalls giving the chance to win some really
good prizes. The Hog Roast was a roaring success whereby bacon and hot sausage rolls were also on offer together
with hot and cold drinks .Entertainment was provided by an excellent Saxophonist , after which came a really
talented lady 'blues ' singer followed by a young male keyboards player .All well received artiste's in their own
right.
The 'ice cream ' seller had a good day ,running out of my favourite flavour , but the 'ginger' version was just as
good whilst also offering chocolate and two fruit versions...Hmmm!
Eleven MG's met at the Lutterworth Town Hall on the Sunday morning and all ready to make the short run to the
House by twenty minutes past ten . Our convoy arrived and was directed to the large grassed area in front of the
main House having plenty of room for our MG's, including the many other car exhibitors to assemble with room
for picnic chairs and tables .Once parked it was time to go into the Fete situated on the lawns behind the house
going down to the Lake. With money at the ready it was time to try our luck, not too bad! Two bottle of wine and
two soft drinks .Derek was the real lucky one by winning a bottle of Bacardi whilst Jean captured a bottle of
Whisky! ( Jammy Beggars ).
Glenise's Cancer Charity
Tombola stall was up and running
and well attended but
unfortunately we didn't have any
luck there! (we think George
might have had something to do
with that .lol) but hey....What a
good cause!! . At a ' bric a brac '
stall Carol and Derek bought
some really nice paintings which
were ridiculously cheap, but
who's complaining!
Linda ended up with a tricycle at
the right price for Stuart's
grandchild, but had a bit of a job
riding it up the hill.
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Back to the cars for lunch . Coffee, sarnies, cake, strawberries and ice cream....what more would you want....
Time for a quick nap !.... Fully refreshed it was time for a final visit to the stalls to catch up on any missed
bargains. Two cars were voted as ' Winners ' by the Chairman of the Rotary Club together with Local MP,
Mr Alberto Costa with prizes being presented where the cars were on display. First prize was awarded to a very
nice 1966 Ford Zephyr Zodiac (owned by none other George Bowyer's brother) with a ' not so nice' Triumph TR6
coming second.
The weather was kind to us and having had a good turnout, it was really nice to meet up and have a chat with
members who we haven't seen for some time .
All too soon it was time to make our way home and as we all departed waving our goodbye's, it can be said that
we all had a really good day , Roll on next year.!
Attendees
Colin and Carol, Derek and Val, Stuart and Linda, Graham and Nikki, Graham and Ann, Mike, Maria & Dennis,
Steve and Bev, Paul and Julie, Paul and Jean, Melvyn and Jim and Keith.

Colin and Carol

6

MGF25 + 1
2020 was the actual anniversary of the launch of the
MGF, but like many other events and anniversaries it
was postponed until this year – hence the title ‘MGF+1’.
We met up with Melvyn and Jim in their TF as they live
close by and headed off to the British Motor Museum,
Gaydon. A good number of cars were already there
when we arrived and over 400 took part in the weekend.
The event was over the weekend so people were
allowed to camp at the site. It was a dry but overcast day
with just a sprinkle of rain.
There was a display of special cars, from racers to
special editions, including a racer developed by Trinity
Motors of Hinckley.
Also taking to the stage were guest talks including authors and people involved in the marketing and
development of the MGF and TF.
There were also evening events for those who were partying into the
night. A glo-car competition which we have seen at MG Live events
which include people being creative with neon lights in and outside
of their cars. A sight to see!
A band played too – a Mott the Hoople tribute act called Not the
Hoople.
Inside the museum on loan from MG Motor was the first MGF off the
production line.
I’m sure we will do it all again in 5 years time for MGF 30!

Steve & Bev

Just read your June mag article on the Sebring! ‘Poor old unloved
MGC’……….’lumbering’!.............’Bland’!
I am hurt. I won’t get 217 BHP from my old lady but she won’t be unloved, lumbering or
bland.
Watch this space! Peter
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As a long-time member of the club, I was well known for not washing and polishing my MG’s as often as
I should. The B that I purchased from Mick still bears the shiny patch on the bonnet where John Lee and Keith
Munday demonstrated the magic of T cut and polish. The B was retired to the garage in 2002 with problems that
T cut could not solve. That was the year that I came across a MGC. True to form she was never polished but
I did look after her magnificent engine. But by 2014 the engine had developed a worrying rattle, so she was also
garaged and forgotten due to the pressures of work and family.
Now retired and thinking about home projects, I forced the garage doors open and after I cleaned the points and
reminded the fuel pump of what it is supposed to do with a hammer, the engine burst into life. She ran smoothly
on 8-year-old fuel but the clutch was stuck and the rattle had not repaired itself.
A decision has been made to renovate the old girl. Now being older and unable to get up off the floor without
huffing and puffing, I have decided to send her to a restorer for repair and repaint. The body is still solid from
a previous restoration, but the brakes and suspension will require overhauling .
I have removed and stripped the engine. The rattle turned out to be broken rings on all six cylinders. The head and
block are away for rebore/regrind; I will be reassembling it with some improvement to performance.
Helen and I look forward to driving what is a true GT tourer, rejoining you all for some of the club expeditions in
the Spring. She will shine and not shame the club when lined up with your cherished MG’s
Peter Geisler
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Silverstone Classic 2021
We booked this event early last year, but of course like many other events it got cancelled. Fortunately it got
carried over to this year. Also it was a special year for this event as it celebrated its 30th year.

We decided to book a B & B for this year for a treat and not to come traipsing back home every evening,
especially as it would be late after the bands had finished, which would be around 11.00. However when we got
to the B & B they couldn’t find our booking which they offered to carry over from 2020. They rang round people
they knew who had accommodation in the Silverstone village and luckily not too far away there was a lady who
had a room. Phew.
We took our MG ZS this time, so we could fit all the
cooking gear and picnic chairs and parked with the
MGOC.
The weather let us down a bit as it was mainly wet
and rather cool. The wind can whip across the
Silverstone site, and yes it did.. especially when we
tried putting up the fishing brolley to make a cuppa
with our camping stove. That evening we had a bit
of shelter behind the MGOC tent, for our tea, which
was sandwich steak cobs and salad. Eventually we
said ‘sod this for a game of soldiers’ and got back in
the car!
Saturday’s weather wasn’t a lot better, but we had to grin and bear it. My colleague from work was there with her
hubby and their Alfa Romeo GTV. They were parked with the Alfa club they belong to and they took part in the
parade lap with other car clubs.
Amazingly Steve met up with his track day experience at
Silverstone for his birthday. We have a photo of him on the
track on the wall at home. It had the same number on it
anyway, so we assume it’s the same car.
Taking part on another parade lap later on were the
Triumph Stags who celebrate their 50th anniversary – we
have never seen so many Stags! Also the Delorean who
have their 40th anniversary this year. More anniversaries
this year; Jaguar E-Type is 60 this year, the Lotus Elise and
the Porsche Boxter is 25 this year and of course the MG
Midget is 60 this year.
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It is a great event, with historic racing cars round the track, car clubs of just about every car you can think of, the
‘Village Green’, where are fairground rides, a ‘pub’, and shops. Buses including two old London Routemasters
are on hand to take you round the site, if you’ve had enough of walking. Very useful and great to ride on the old
buses.
We had a nice time despite the weather, we’re British after all – and we look forward to doing it all again next
year.

Bev and Steve
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CLUB EVENTS

Sorry to say I am unable to attend this meeting as I am recuperating on holiday having had
two hernia operations.
All is well.
Jean Dalby has kindly consented to take this meeting, please be nice to her!!!
I hope you have all booked to go to Piston and Props, either for Saturday or Sunday, maybe
both days. I shall be there on the Saturday and Sunday with Nicky.
Hope you are all well, see you soon.
Graham
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Stonehurst Family Farm and Motor Museum
Mount Sorrell
This event is held on the last Monday evening between May and September. 5pm onwards.
Entrance is a donation to Rainbows charity. This is one event we have missed for many years.
Nicky and I (and Abby) went last month and thoroughly enjoyed the friendly atmosphere.
Alan Heeley and his son were also there. Provided were a pig roast, bar, and ice cream. Also the Farm shop,
café and museum were open. A really great selection of classic vehicles were on display, even a couple of
Kirby and West milk floats!!
Highly recommend, hope to see you all on 27th September (last one for this year).
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CLUB INFORMATION

Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Graham Dorman

Jean Dalby
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Michael Ricketts
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01455 553868

Derek Everitt

01455 273161

0116 3481587
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TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts

Web Editor: Colin Knowles

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,

colin.emailme@gmail.com

LE17 4US.

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org

Tel: 01455 553868
Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com

South Leicester Monthly Meetings
Membership open to all, so why not come along and meet like-minded people and enjoy the magic of the
marque.
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at the White Horse Inn, Station Road, Broughton Astley,
Leicestershire. Family membership is £10.00 p/a, payable in January. For further details contact the
Secretary.
Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members forum 8pm.
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Deadline for next Torque is 25th September 2021
Send your articles to Gillian - mgricketts@btinternet.com

