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This is not a gathering, it’s a SLMGC  

Cheese and Wine Party!! 
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 ** URGENT HELP PLEASE ** 

 

We are looking for new sponsors for the Ratae Run 2022. 

Any club members who may have contacts or ideas          

regarding sponsorship  please speak to a member of the 

committee.  
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CLUB NEWS –ENJOYING MG …….Write up for February edition  

As 2021 draws to a close and with the rise of Omicron cases, we again find ourselves entering a new year       

unsure of whether we will soon be placed under more restrictions.  If we are then let’s hope they will be short 

and sharp rather than prolonged like last year.  As a precaution our January club meeting has been cancelled. 

We finished our club events for 2021 with a lovely Christmas Lunch at Ullesthorpe Court Hotel attended by 45 

members.  The event was made even more special as it was just 2 days after Jim Bennett’s 90th birthday.   Jim is 

a long standing and much loved member of the club and after the lunch he was presented with an MG birthday 

cake and made an Honorary Member. 

The South Leicester club already have several events in the diary for 2022. While we wait for the spring to     

arrive and get the MGs back on the road, we will be meeting up for Long Alley Skittles in February and Indoor 

Crazy Golf in March.  The first planned car runs for the year will be the March Hare run in March (as you 

would expect) followed by the Daffodil Run in April. Entries are being accepted for our annual RATAE run to 

Arbury Hall, Warwickshire, which will be held on Sunday 12th June 2022.  To register please see entry form on 

our website or contact Michael and Gillian Ricketts. 

 

email: mgricketts@btinternet.com  phone number:  01455 553868 

 

Jean Dalby— Club Secretary 

Ratae 2022 Raffle 

Have you had any unwanted Christmas presents!!  Too many  chocolates , wines or biscuits!  

Then we need your help, we are collecting raffle prizes and your contributions would  be 

greatly appreciated.  Please check that perishable items have a sell by date after  August.  

Jean has kindly agreed to collect at the monthly meetings. 
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Harborough Sports Classic & Vintage Vehicle Meet. Innovation Centre,  Leicester Road , Market Harborough. 

Every 3rd Sunday of the month. £3 per car, from 9am to 2pm.  This was our first car meet of the new year, so 

good to be out.  Brilliant sunny day, excellent turn out of modern classics and old.  Really good sausage and   

bacon baps plus hot drinks on sale to keep the cold out.  We had a lot of interest in the Ratae board. People    

asking about it and taking leaflets.  This is a really good meet, right on your doorstep, hope to see you there next 

month.  

 

 

Graham and Nicky.  



 5 

 



 6 

 



 7 

 

CLUB MEMBERS CAR FOR SALE 
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The ‘C’ Will Return!- Continued 

Peter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rejuvenated body stands waiting for its restored heart.  A rather large heart that weighs in at 550 lb. Some 

say ,’it was originally intended for a small British Leyland truck’.   

The new design BMC ‘C’ Series, six-cylinder engine was installed in the MGC, it was a mildly up-rated version 

of the engine that was fitted to the ill-fated Austin 3000 Sedan. It was smooth and reliable, but rather pedestrian 

despite being fitted with twin SU carburettors. Improvements to the Healey 3000 engine design include               

a  seven-bearing crankshaft and larger valves..   

The MGC was designed to replace the aging Healey 3000.  Based on the MGB with a power bulge in the            

bonnet and bigger wheels, the subtle changes gave the car a more powerful appeal against the old ‘B’              

Unfortunately, a disastrous press day and the introduction of the Triumph TR6 sealed it fate.  After 380,000 

MGB’s, only 2,034 RH drive GT,s was produced.  I am very happy to be owning one of them.  

The MGB weighed in at 2030 lb. and the ‘C’ at 2464 lb. The additional 1200cc did not give the expected power 

increase and having to move the additional weight of the car, there was no significant improve to the                

performance.  What you did get was a smoother running engine with better torque at lower revs.  The story of the 

MGC is fraught with “what could have been…” possibilities.  What should have been produced with a little more 

development at BL, is an excellent touring car, a proper GT! 

Back to the heavy engine. It is a solid lump of cast iron that will stand a lot of improvement, some folks who race 

‘C’s have pushed the power output to well over 200 BHP,  I was hoping to make some improvements to make it 

a little livelier.  During a previous restoration, the owner had fitted triple SU carburetors, (a good start).  This 

time the head has been converted to lead-free and the ports have been smoothed.  Ten pounds of metal has been 

removed from the flywheel to make the engine response better.  The cam has been reground to improve the     

engine breathing.  After seeing the state of the pistons when I first removed the head, a rebore should restore a lot 

of lost power.  Also, to help the engine breath, a six-branch exhaust replaces the old cast iron manifold. Already 

previously removed, the enormous power sucking engine driven cooling fan had been replaced with a Kenlo 

electric unit. (‘Some say’, thank-you again Jeremey, ‘that at full engine speed the original fan absorbed 12 BHP’)  

With a little more HP, a fully balanced straight 6, improved suspension, extra sound proofing, and a more      

modern radio that will play songs newer than 1968, we will be enjoying our GT on the open road in the spring. 

The rebirth 

of the C 
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September Torque 2019 
November Torque 2021 

ELECTRIC MGB 

 

No, we are not considering replacing the Mazda just yet. This motor took our eye at the Bicester Heritage    

Scramble and John stopped for a chat. Keeping firm hold of my cheque book I stood well away! But at a price of 

£10,000 plus for the basic model, and an 8 hour re-charge time, John was not tempted. 

The company showing the car was RBW Electric Sports Cars. The website says the MG has a top speed of 87 

mph and a range of 160 miles - which increases to 200 miles if the optional 7th battery is installed. My question 

is … where on earth would you put it?  

 

Glen 

January 2022 
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Upcoming Breakfest Meet 
Dates 

 
Saturday 23rd April 2022 
Saturday 23rd July 2022 
Saturday 22nd October 

2022 
 

Car meets & shows 
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Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along and meet like-minded people and enjoy the magic of the 

marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton Astley, 

Leicestershire. Family membership is £10.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    details contact the       

Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members  forum 8pm. 

  Web Editor: Colin Knowles 

colin.emailme@gmail.com  

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

 

Membership Secretary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

Secretary 

Jean Dalby 

07730 051368  

Treasurer 

Stuart Armston 

01455 271064.  

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

Events Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 

Editor and Committee 

Member                  

Gillian Ricketts 

01455 553868 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

CLUB INFORMATION 

jeandalby.slmg@gmail.com  

mailto:jeandalby.slmg@gmail.com
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Deadline for next Torque is 24th February 2022 

Send your articles to Gillian -  mgricketts@btinternet.com 

CLUB EVENTS 2022 


