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Ratae 2022 Raffle 

Have you had any unwanted Christmas presents!!  Too many  chocolates , wines or biscuits!  

Then we need your help, we are collecting raffle prizes and your contributions would  be great-

ly appreciated.  Please check that perishable items have a sell by date after  August.  Jean has 

kindly agreed to collect at the monthly meetings. 

CLUB NEWS –ENJOYING MG …….Write up for February edition  

January has been a quiet month for the club.  The monthly meeting on 4th was cancelled in anticipation of  
further covid restrictions and no indoor events were organised either.  Fortunately things didn’t get as bad as 
expected.  

The club committee and the Ratae committee have been very active in preparing for the forthcoming AGM 
and our annual RATAE charity run on 12th June. 
 
There are many club events on the calendar from February onwards and these are getting a lot of support from 
members.  So not long now until we get activities moving again. 
 
Our AGM will be held at our first monthly meeting this year which is on 1st Feb 2022 at the White Horse, 
Broughton Astley. 
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Holidaying In The Channel Islands 
For our big holiday in October 2021, Paul and I took the car (not the MG)  to Jersey and Guernsey on our first    

ever trip to the Channel Islands.  It was the ideal location as a stepping stone to perhaps going further afield in the 

future. 

I know many members will have already visited the Channel Islands but thought I would give an account of our 

experiences for those that haven’t been. 

We booked 3 Condor ferry journeys from Poole to Jersey, Jersey to Guernsey and Guernsey to Poole.  This was 

quite pricey and it would have been cheaper to fly and hire a car in each location but it was good to have our own 

car, packed with things we might or might not need. 

We started our holiday with a visit to Stonehenge followed by a lunch stop at nearby Woodhenge, another          

Neolithic site in Wiltshire.  We then spent 2 nights in Poole as we wanted to have a day on the wonderful     

Brownsea Island, situated in Poole Harbour and famous for staging the first Boy Scout camps by Lord Baden 

Powell in 1907.  Brownsea Island is National Trust owned and members can just pay the ferry fare for the           

20 minute crossing from Poole Quay.  It is quite a different world with a small village comprising of a church,   

castle and houses at the harbour and then walks through woods and coastal parks where we encountered red    

squirrels and silka deer.  The only vehicles are the occasional National Trust or Dorset Wildlife Trust landrovers. 

Jersey 

The ferry from Poole to Jersey left Poole on time and we had a very smooth crossing.  We paid extra for              

a Horizon Lounge reclining seat but this was really a waste of money.  Firstly the lady behind me complained 

when I reclined my seat and asked me to put it upright as it was “in her face” and secondly we were very close to 

the car deck and were treated to the continuous sound of car alarms going off throughout the 4 hour journey.   We 

arrived at St Helier in brilliant evening sunshine but, as everyone on board had to take a covid PCR test, it was 

dark when we eventually drove out of the ferry terminal 90 minutes later. 

We stayed at the very conveniently located Savoy Hotel, just a 10 minute walk from the town centre.  The hotel 

restaurant was fully booked that evening so we walked into town but really struggled to find anywhere to eat as 

all restaurants and pubs were fully booked.   This was October - out of the main season - so goodness knows what 

it is like in high season. We did eventually find a very nice Italian restaurant on the edge of the town where we 

had an excellent meal (and returned to later in our stay).   

Stonehenge Red Squirrils at Brownsea Island 
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We stayed on Jersey for 5 nights and saw the           

Underground Hospital, Elizabeth Castle and most of 

the main points of interest around the coast.  The    

scenery around the island, particularly the north coast, 

is stunning and there are many beautiful beaches.  We 

were extremely lucky with the weather and it was 

warm and sunny throughout. 

Driving around Jersey is a bit different and the road 

signs are not great so we continuously missed turnings 

due a combination of my poor navigation skills and 

Paul not slowing down enough for me to see the street 

names until we had passed them.  They have some 

road junctions where instead of giving way to traffic 

from the right, cars filter thereby taking it in turns to 

pass.  This took some getting used to.  The maximum 

speed limit anywhere on the island is 40mph and as 

little as 15mph in “Green Lanes” which are roads 

where pedestrians, horses and cyclists have priority 

over cars.  The traffic light sequence is also different 

as they go from red straight to green.  Amber is only 

used when going from green to red.  We also found 

that all touristic places are close to a bus route so it 

would be very easy to explore the island using the bus. 

In our 5 days on Jersey we drove a total of 84 miles 

and much of this was retracing out route after getting 

lost.  We filled up with diesel before leaving and paid 

a £1.24 a litre, considerably cheaper than in Leicester.  

Parking tokens have to be bought for parking in main 

car parks in towns around the island.  Each car park 

clearly shows how many tokens are required per stay.  

We found that most of the car parks (certainly the 

ones that we used) were free between the months of 

October and April so we didn’t need to use any       

tokens.   

Jersey Castle 

Jersey Coast Line 

Jersey Elizabeth Hermatage 

Jersey Rozel 

Jersey Lighthouse 
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We then took the ferry to Guernsey where the pre-entry paperwork had been a lot more complicated but entry at 

the port was easy but we had to pay £25 each for a set of 5 Lateral Flow tests which we learned was scrapped 

exactly a week after we arrived.   We drove from St Peter Port to our hotel on the North West coast and had time 

for a walk along the coast before nightfall where we witnessed a spectacular sunset.  Guernsey is a lot smaller 

than Jersey but more heavily populated.  We stayed for 7 nights at a hotel with the unusual name of Wayside 

Cheer which certainly lived up to its name and we really enjoyed our stay.  The weather forecast for most of that 

time was warm and sunny, turning cooler towards the last couple of days.  Highlights of Guernsey were St Peter 

Port, which was easily reached by bus (at £1 each per journey) and there was a lot to see in this picturesque town 

and the Little Chapel which is a beautiful small church decorated inside and out with broken crockery.  The     

underground hospital was also interesting but had a different style to the one in Jersey and gave more of a feel to 

what conditions were really like during WWII.   

Guernsey 
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Driving in Guernsey was similar to Jersey with the       

filtering at junctions more common and a maximum 

speed limit of 35 mph.  Drivers are extremely          

courteous.  Even on main roads, if you are waiting to 

turn out of a street at a T junction, they will stop and let 

you out.  Its the same for pedestrian’s. If you are     

waiting to cross the road, drivers will stop and wave 

you over.   The roads here are narrow and often there is 

not enough room for 2 cars to pass, let alone buses and 

vans.  When this happens on a main road, cars are     

allowed to mount the pavement to make room.  We 

first noticed this on the bus when the driver kept      

driving onto the pavement to allow room for oncoming 

vehicles.  The Jersey equivalent of “Green Lanes” are 

called “Rue Tranquil” where walkers, cyclists and 

horses have priority over cars.  With the purchase of      

a Parking Card (about £3.50) parking is free for a given 

time at all car parks across the island. 

We drove around the coast and, as in Jersey, there is 

some spectacular scenery.  It is difficult to find any 

coastal point where there is not an old Martello Tower 

or German WWII structure visible.  One of the        

highlights was a walk over to the smaller Channel     

Island of Lihou, which can only be done at low tide and 

within a time span of 2.5 hours.  Once on the island 

there is a nice walk with some wonderful views of the 

mainland 

Guernsey Little Chapel 

Guernsey Lilies 

Martelo Tower 
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Sark 
We spent a day on the 4th largest Channel Island, Sark, taking 

the 40 minute ferry trip from St Peter Port.  We chose to take 

the tractor drawn taxi up to the town where we had hired 

bikes to tour the island.  There are no cars on Sark, just      

tractors which are used to transport luggage and provisions 

from the harbour to hotels, farms or shops on the island.     

Although small, Sark is too big to walk in a day.  We first   

cycled down to Little Sark which is joined to Great Sark by    

a causeway which leads down to beaches either side.           

Unfortunately Paul had a puncture and we had to borrow         

a phone from another tourist to call for help as Virgin Mobile 

does not have an agreement with the Channel Islands so our 

own phones didn’t work.  Much of Sark is used for farming. 

Although occupied by German Forces during WWII the        

islanders suffered far less hardships than those in Jersey and 

Guernsey. 

Sark Taxi  

Jean & Paul Dalby 
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Herm 

We spent a day on Herm, which is small enough to see in a day by walking around the island.  No cars or    

cycles are allowed on the island and the locals get around using quad bikes.  The ferry takes about 30 minutes 

from Guernsey and, depending on tide times, lands at one of two harbours.  The beaches are quite different 

depending on which coast you are on.  There is even a prison on the island which was used during the early 

1800s when quarrying was the islands main industry.  Paul went inside but I couldn’t find the key to lock him 

in.  There is a “common” area to the west of the island which used to be a golf course but has now been left to 

rewild.  The beaches are stunning.  When we visited in October none of the beach cafes were open but we 

were able to use the picnic tables for our breaks.  In the centre of the island, and at the highest point, is The 

Manor which includes a church and manor house, now used for holiday homes. 

On our return to Guernsey we learned that our ferry back to Poole had been cancelled due to forecasted high 

winds and general bad weather.  We hadn’t expected this and were relieved that the hotel were able to put us 

up in the same room for a further 3 nights before we could get the next available ferry.  This gave us the      

opportunity to see more of the interior of the island including Saumarez Park and Le Friquet Garden Centre. 

We were unable to visit Alderney on this trip as there were no car ferries at this time of year but will visit at 

some point.   

We really enjoyed our stay on the Channel Islands and would certainly recommend it for anyone wanting to 

travel with their car.  There are active MG clubs on both Jersey and Guernsey and we saw quite a few while 

travelling around the islands.   

Locked Up in Jail 
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Upcoming Breakfest Meet Dates 
 

Saturday 23rd April 2022 
Saturday 23rd July 2022 

Saturday 22nd October 2022 
 

Info; www. coventrymotofest.com  

The first Hinckley BID Classic        
Vehicle Meet of 2022, returning this 
year by popular demand. Anyone with 
a classic vehicle of any kind who 
would like to pop along would be 
most welcome. Entrance will be from 

Station Road. Free to enter and visit. 

Hinckley Town Centre 
 
Dates  19th May 
 16th June 
 21st July 
 18th August  

Club 

Event 

CAR MEETS & SHOWS 
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Dates are Tues April 12th. May 10th. June 14th. July 12th. August 9th & 

September 13th. 6:00 PM 9:00 PM 

 

The Furnace Motor Club returns, once more, for a full season of events. 

 

These massively popular events welcome anyone with a classic or mod-

ern car to come and show it off. Polish those rims, fluff up those dice, and 

come on down. We love seeing all those amazing motors, big or small. 

 

On the night, people wishing to show their cars will be by donation at the 

gate. There is separate parking for those just wanting to look around. 

The very popular burger van will be returning and we will be selling hot, 

cold, and alcoholic drinks from our refreshment stall. 

Classic Car Show 

Easter bank holiday 18th April 

Bank holiday Monday 2nd May 

Late bank holiday Fri 3rd-Sat 4th June 

Sunday 8th May 2022 

Club 

Event 
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Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along and meet like-minded people and enjoy the magic of the 

marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton Astley, 

Leicestershire. Family membership is £10.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    details contact the       

Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members  forum 8pm. 

  Web Editor: 

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

 

Membership Secretary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

Secretary 

Jean Dalby 

07730 051368  

Treasurer 

Stuart Armston 

01455 271064.  

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

Events Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 

Editor and Committee 

Member                  

Gillian Ricketts 

01455 553868 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

CLUB INFORMATION 

jeandalby.slmg@gmail.com  

mailto:jeandalby.slmg@gmail.com
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 Deadline for next Torque is 25th March 2022 


