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Well, we all arrived promptly at 4.45pm on Thursday afternoon for a 5.00pm start, with tops down as the    

weather was just perfect, sunny and windless. I think Glenise and George must have had a quiet word with the 

weather fairies! 

7 cars assembled at the White Horse Pub in Broughton Astley but one of them (ours) had a slight hiccup on the 

way there, as the wind deflector became loose and every time we set off it slammed down with a bang.          

However, help wasn’t far away! Soon all the men were offering tools and advice as to where the locking nuts 

should go. Thankfully our trusty chairman came forward, so decided to do it his way … it worked. So far         

anyway! 

The tulip guide was handed out and away we went, nearly in convoy. The sun was shining and you could hear 

the birds singing as we drove through the lovely countryside. Driving through the villages we actually passed 

two fish and chip shops … mmmm that chippy smell really got our taste buds going. 

We ended up at Rothley Fisheries in the village centre for a fish and chip delight, where we were joined by four 

more members of the club. We all got seated and ordered our food, wondering if anyone would be brave enough 

to go for the large cod?? I think I did see a couple of huge fish being passed over on the next table.   We wisely 

stuck to the regular meal which was more than enough. 

After everyone was completely stuffed, Mr Chairman thanked 

Glenise and George for organising such a tasty event and     

photos were taken.  

 We all shoe horned ourselves back into our cars with tops 

down again and enjoyed a lovely drive home on a pleasantly 

warm evening. 

Thanks again to Glenise and George for organising such            

a wonderful evening! 

 

 

MG Fish and Chip Run—Thursday 5th May 

Graham and Ann. 
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Ratae 2022 Raffle 

Have you had any unwanted Christmas presents!!  Too many  chocolates , wines or biscuits!  

Then we need your help, we are collecting raffle prizes and your contributions would  be  greatly 

appreciated.  Please check that perishable items have a sell by date after  August.  Jean has kindly 

agreed to collect at the monthly meetings. 

April has been a busy month for the club and all members are very glad to be getting out and about in their cars 

again.  We started the month with our annual run and visit to “Daffodil Sunday” at Newnham Paddox in     

Warwickshire.  It was a tad cold but the display of daffodils did not disappoint.  Later in the month a few cars 

attended a midweek visit to the RAF museum at Cosford, Shropshire which was a really good day out despite 

the intermittent heavy showers.  On Drive it Day we had a lovely run around quiet Leicestershire roads with    

an excellent Sunday Lunch at The Queens Head in Saddington.  A few members were struck down with    

Covid and had to miss this run but they re-did it a couple of weeks later, ending up at the same lunch            

venue.   To end the month there was the Bluebell Run which involved a drive to Ryton Pools Country Park  

near Coventry, a 2 mile walk around the bluebell wood and then a lovely lunch at a nearby pub.                           

There are lots more events planned for May including our club holiday to Mid Wales. 

There are still a few places left for our annual RATAE run on 12th June 

which this year ends at Arbury Hall, Warwickshire.  Please see our website 

for details on registering for this very popular event – 

www.mgleicester.org  

MG magazine write up in the April edition: 

Best regards Jean 

 

Last Call for Donations Please 
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There were three cars that wanted to go on the March Hare Run but couldn't, so we decided to have an April Hare 

Run instead, on Friday 22nd April. Gillian sent me the route and I arranged for us all (Paul & Jean, Stan               

& Shirley, Linda and myself) to meet at the White Horse at 11:00am. Fortunately Linda looked at the route the 

day before and pointed out that it started from the Town Hall in Lutterworth not the White Horse. A quick ring 

round and a time adjustment and we were back on track.  

We met at the White Horse, drove to Lutterworth, and started the route. We were in the lead but about 15 miles 

out we went wrong. We were now at the back with Jean and Paul leading. Stan and Shirley and ourselves got 

stuck behind a horse box and lost touch with Jean and Paul, and went wrong again somewhere. Stan thought he 

knew where, I didn't have a clue.  

Time was now pressing and lunch was booked for 1:00pm so 

we decided to abandon the route and use satnav. I put the    

address into my new TomTom app on the phone and got the 

message "impossible to plan a route". Wonderful! (now      

resolved). Fortunately Stan's satnav worked and we got to the 

Queen's Head in Saddington with about 15 minutes to spare. 

Paul and Jean arrived shortly  afterwards having been more 

successful than us.  

We had a nice meal (although I would rather have it on          

a plate than a chopping board) and left about 3:00pm after     

an enjoyable day. 

Weather-wise it was cool to start, but it warmed up later on 

and we had the hood down all the way. 

 

Stuart and Linda 

The April Hare Run 
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On Sunday 1st May we went to Stratford to the Festival of Motoring. We arrived just after 10:00am and were  

surprised at how light the traffic was and how easy it was to park. The weather was miserable so that may have 

had something to do with it. In addition to the cars there were lots of stalls selling all sorts of things (Christmas 

market style) by the theatre. We had a coffee when we first arrived and then Linda disappeared into the shops 

whilst I looked at the cars. Later we met up with Linda's niece, husband and son and had a very pleasant afternoon 

shopping, car gazing (guess who did which) and eating. We had a nice meal in ASK.  

The cars brought back memories. We saw an Austin A30 van. I remember my Dad borrowing one just after he 

passed his test. I was about 10 years old and sat on a stool in the back! Imagine that now!                                

There were also E Types, Ford Consuls, Triumph Heralds, Rileys, TVRs, a Lotus Cortina, and a lot of others    

including a number of MGs, and what I was told was the last MGB ever made at Abingdon, which had been 

brought over from Gaydon. The frog eyed Sprite also brought back memories as it was my first sports car. 

All in all a good day out despite the weather. 

 

Stuart and Linda 

STRATFORD FESTIVAL OF MOTORING 
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The first Bluebell Run in 3 years took place on Wednesday 27th April.  This was   

originally planned for April 2020 but was cancelled due to the pandemic.  We went to 

Ryton Pools Country Park near Coventry. 

It was a very cold day and some members came prepared with gloves and scarves.  I regretted not doing the same.  

However it was dry which is the main thing.  9 cars met at the White Horse and none had their hoods down which 

shows just how cold it was.  We completed a fairly direct route to Ryton Pools, driving through the picturesque 

villages of Frolesworth, Copston Magna, Wolvey,  Brinklow, Bretford and Wolston.  We parked up and walked to 

the woods to do the “Figure of 8” trail which took us through some lovely woodland where there were plenty of 

bluebells in their full glory along with wood anemones.  The uphill part of the walk soon warmed us up and it 

seemed less fresh when we were out of the wind.  There are a few interesting wood carvings on the route many of 

which are also seats. 

 

 

Bluebell Run 2022 
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We saw a lot of black plastic rectangular tubes hanging 

in the trees and we were all intrigued as to what they 

were for.  Well the answer is they are dormouse nest 

boxes and are used to determine the presence (or        

absence) of dormice in the woods.   

We only had time (and energy) to do the planned trail 

but there are many other paths through the woods and 

also a large lake and miniature railway within the 

grounds so well worth spending longer there. 

After our walk and a warming coffee in the park cafe, we drove the short 
distance to Bubbenhall Village where we had a lovely lunch at the Malt 
Shovel Pub.     

Jean 
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The ‘C’ is Reborn 
What started as ‘She’s sound underneath can please you repair and repaint what you can see.  I’ll ‘do’ the engine, 

could you then get it back together.  I am hoping for a reliable car to enjoy for the next five to ten years’.   

Turned into, ‘Well…….. the gearbox has got to come out to get the engine back in, the suspension requires         

re-bushing, the axle is leaking……  I might as well repair and paint it properly while it’s fully stripped down?’  

The man at Browning’s Restorations said.  This was now committing to a complete rebuild.  The care taken     

repairing, sealing the seams and the preparation for spraying can be seen in the Video taken during the paint    

session. 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=itk8oXmaSCo   

( To play in Windows – Press right-hand button over address then click Open Hyperlink) 

 

This led to new springs, dampers, 

wheels and ………..’It’s a shame 

not to refurbish the interior now that 

the   outside is looking so good?’   

Now she sits waiting for the paint to 

be buffed and detailed before her 

first outing to Misterton Hall.  I have 

signed an official piece of  paper to 

say that she is road worthy, shown it 

to the nice lady at the Post Office 

and received my road tax.   (At least 

that was free)  

Well, she is now preserved for many 

more years than I will be driving her, but after getting out on the road    driving a straight 6 with overdrive for 

cruising, with no power steering or electric windows, in my own GT, it will have been worth 

it! Peter 
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So in traditional fashion, it was the SLMGC chance to dust off our  classic vehicles, come out of Winter     

storage and  join this year Drive It Day organised by Nicky and Graham.   

Starting from Broughton Astley, promising sky’s, nice 

to see so many members and cars, we set off to our end 

venue of Stonehurst Farm and Museum, Mountsorrel.  

It was a chilly morning but the top was down on “Iris” 

and we were wrapped up.  It was a scenic run through                

Leicestershire's Country side, picturesque villages and 

the trees were starting to spring into life with a few late 

Daffodils too.   

Stonehurst Farm opened up separate parking for us as 

this is always a busy place.  The farm yard is full of   

animals, some with youngsters and children and adults 

alike were milling about taking in the smells and sights 

of a farm.  

National Drive It Day was created by the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs in 

2005.  It is the occasion when historic vehicle enthusiasts and the public at large have the       

opportunity to celebrate the One Thousand Mile Trial organised in 1900 to prove the viability  

of the new invention, the motor vehicle. It’s also a chance to raise awareness and support 

amongst the public for the historic vehicle movement and keeping transport heritage on UK 

roads.  

DRIVE IT DAY 2022 
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Stonehurst is a real working family farm, come and meet our cows, sheep and pigs and their farmyard friends. 

Hold baby animals, feed the cows and sheep, collect the eggs, enjoy a tractor and trailer ride, children’s pony 

rides, play and learn, for all ages. And always a warm welcome from the Duffin family and the Stonehurst Team. 

Visit Stonehurst Motor Museum, housing a fascinating collection of classic cars and motorbikes. 

Enjoy the excellent home-cooked food in the teashop. Emily bakes delicious fresh cakes and scones daily. 

Take home some of Leicestershire’s finest produce, with homegrown potatoes, organic herbs and vegetables, 

free-range eggs and local cheeses meats and delicatessen in the Stonehurst Farm Shop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The traditional MG picnics were enjoyed and time for getting together in the open air.  It was a nice surprise 

when George and Glenis came to join us, lovely start to the MG season, thank you to Nicky and Graham.   

Gillian 
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Following our donation of £60 I have received the attached letter from        

Rainbows.   Regards Stuart 
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You ladies are lucky that the toys the boys enjoy are MG’s. Would you spend the weekend in a 

tent or, if your lucky, a caravan while they played with a steam engine or even worse,                  

a stationary engine! 

Peter G 

 

Over the last few weeks I've 

been busy servicing the Midget 

ready for the MG holiday to 

Wales.  

List so far : 

 New rear axle oil, 

 Gearbox oil, 

 Engine oil and filter, 

 Master cylinder  

 and Wiper blades (ready for Welsh weather!!) 

 

As you can see from the photos I had plenty of 

help bleeding the brakes and clutch, even though 

somebody shouldn't have been sitting on my 

paintwork!! 

 

Good polish will finish the job. 

 

Graham 
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Raising money for Rainbow s Children s and Young People s Hospice 

 

 
Longest Day Evening Run   Tuesday 22nd June. 
 
An evening run to celebrate Midsummer (with no murders!). It will be about 40 miles in length, 

exact route under discussion. The start and finish will be at Stonehurst Farm with cars arriving fro 

5pm and returning about 7pm and, as last year, a buffet supper will be available. Price to be 

arranged nearer the day.  
 

8th Annual Rainbow s Run  Sunday 4th September 

 
Arrangements for this are still being decided but will be for about a 70 mile route with midway 

comfort stop. The final destination at the moment is under discussion! However, it, too, will start at 

Stonehurst Farm. Photos will be taken at the start of this run! 
 
Comment was made that last year there was no plaque for their endeavour. As there are three runs 

for Rainbow s we are trying to design a plaque for all three which participants to any or all runs 

would be entitled to purchase. There will be small extra charge for this. 
 
To apply for an entry form or further information please email 
vicki.terry9@gmail.com or ring 07970422956 
 
We are enormously grateful to all the wonderful people who have supported us. 

Without you Rainbow s Children s and Young people s Hospice would be short of a 

considerable amount of money 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Web Site 

www. mgleicester.org 
                                          All the information you need. Events, 

                                     Torque Newsletter, Photos & Contact details. 

mg:south leics.mg club 
Members only 

Your photos of events,  

 Times & meeting place for all 

Events. Point of contact. 

For all members to enjoy. WhatsApp Chat. 

WhatsApp Events. Join today. 
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Upcoming Breakfast Meet Dates 
 

Saturday 23rd July 2022 
Saturday 22nd October 2022 

 
Info; www. coventrymotofest.com  

Late bank holiday Fri 3rd-Sat 4th June 
Bank holiday Monday 29th August 

The first Hinckley BID Classic         
Vehicle Meet of 2022, returning this 
year by popular demand. Anyone with 
a classic vehicle of any kind who 
would like to pop along would be most 
welcome. Entrance will be from Station 

Road. Free to enter and visit. 

Hinckley Town Centre 
 
Dates   
 16th June 
 21st July 
 18th August  

CAR MEETS & SHOWS 

Classic Car Show 
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Dates are: 

10th. June 14th. July 12th. August 9th & September 13th. 6:00 

PM 9:00 PM 

 

The Furnace Motor Club returns, once more, for a full season of 

events. 

These massively popular events welcome anyone with a classic 

or modern car to come and show it off. Polish those rims, fluff 

up those dice, and come on down. We love seeing all those 

amazing motors, big or small. 

On the night, people wishing to show their cars will be by dona-

tion at the gate. There is separate parking for those just wanting 

to look around. The very popular burger van will be returning 

and we will be selling hot, cold, and alcoholic drinks from our 

refreshment stall. 
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FOR SALE 
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Committee  Member 

Michael Ricketts 

01455 553868 

South Leicester Monthly Meetings 

Membership open to all, so why not come along and meet like-minded people and enjoy the magic of the 

marque. 

 We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at the White Horse Inn, Station Road,  Broughton Astley, 

Leicestershire. Family membership is £10.00 p/a, payable in January. For   further    details contact the       

Secretary. 

Meetings are held from 7.30pm with members  forum 8pm. 

  Web Editor: Julie Lafterty 

Web Site: www.mgleicester.org 

 

Tel: 07468 423712  

Email : juleslafferty@icloud.com  

TORQUE Editor: Gillian Ricketts 

9 Juniper Close, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,  

LE17 4US.         

Tel: 01455 553868                        

 Email: mgricketts@btinternet.com 

 

Membership Secretary 

Colin Kingsbeer 

01455 273161 

Secretary 

Jean Dalby 

07730 051368  

Treasurer 

Stuart Armston 

01455 271064.  

Events  Co-ordinator 

Bob Driver 

0116 3481587                                               

robert.driver@sky.com 

Events Co-ordinator 

Derek Everitt  

07831390270  
derek.everitt@me.com 

Editor and Committee 

Member                  

Gillian Ricketts 

01455 553868 

Chairman 

Graham Dorman 

01455 289383 

CLUB INFORMATION 

jeandalby.slmg@gmail.com  

mailto:juleslafferty@icloud.com
mailto:jeandalby.slmg@gmail.com
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Deadline for next Torque is 25th June 2022 

Send your articles to Gillian -  mgricketts@btinternet.com 


