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With an early Autumn holiday at home, we planned to decorate, unfortunately  Michael sustained a sports   

injury in a family sack raceéé.  and the decorating was put on hold.  The weather looked promising and       

a trip to Upton House near Banbury was put in the diary.  The Fosse is a lovely road and a gentle drive in Iris 

with the hood down was a real treat.  I still shriek when we cross the railway track at Kineton.  Michael had 

said this was a closed line but we have since found out that the line is used every night to bring in ammunition 

to the MOD site!! 

Upton House was the family home of the Lord and Lady Bearsted and was their 1930ôs country retreat.  Even 

though we have visited many times there is always something you have not seen before.  Most of the house 

was  open but due to shortage of guides, my favourite rooms ñLady Bearstedôs bedroom and dining room  

were closed.   

We walked the grounds and around the mirror pond, the flower beds were a ray of  late roses and  asters.   We 

then took the public footpath to see where it went and followed the markers, through farm land and  wooded 

paths and through the iron gate and ñwhat a viewò, the panoramic scene of rolling hills and the site  of the   

Battle of Edge Hill with blue skies, we were totally lost for words at such beauty. We sat on a fallen  tree and 

just looked, if you are really lucky you can see the Malvern Hills and we were.                                               

The walk back was just as pretty with the riding stables and 

wooded path, along the way.  We were interested in where we 

had been so a visit to the entrance office and a copy of the walk 

was handed out.   

You cannot leave without a little something and the purchase of 

an a vibirant pink aster and some Christmas cards and we said 

ñhasta la vistaò to Upton House and thank you for a lovely day.   

What a View 

Gillian 
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MG magazine write up in the November edition: 

I didn't submit a review for last month as I was on holiday and unable to connect my laptop to the internet.  So 

here is a joint update for August and September.  In August, the club were involved in several very well            

attended events and all enjoyed very good weather.  The first of these was our annual visit to Pailton for  the 

Trains, Boats and Teas afternoon. This is a very popular event and organised to raise money for the local Air 

Ambulance.  We also had a day out to Rutland Water, which is becoming an annual event with a game of 

French Cricket after our picnic lunch. Another very popular event was a Sunday Lunch run to the beautiful Blue 

Lias pub near Southam.  As this was close to the peak of fuel prices and during a spell of very hot weather, the 

planned run was cancelled and replaced by a straight run via the quickest route.   

We had 2 events planned for September.  These included the Pistons and Props weekend at Sywell, Northants 

and the Hinckley Motor Show which are both annually attended by club members.  The Hinckley Motor Show 

was postponed by a week out of respect for the passing of Queen Elizabeth II so took place on the same day as 

Pistons and Props.  Members had to choose which to go to.  Whichever they chose, the weather continued to be 

kind and both events turned out to be successful. Just a few more events in the diary now before we turn our 

attention to indoor activities over the winter months. 

 

Best Regards Jean 
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It has been a few years since we attended Pistons and Props at Sywell and so this year we signed up for the 

Sunday. Always a good show and as the club attended over both days, not a bad effort  in club numbers ,10

-12 cars over the two days.  

The usual, Club events shelter, bunting and flags, bonnets up! and a rush to secure best spot in the shelter 

with our chairs, bit like the Germans and their beach towels in  Benidorm!. Lots of great club banter and 

not forgetting Grahams great fry ups !  

The blend of Classic Cars, racing of all classes and Vintage planes with live WW2 dog-fighting in the air 

with and plenty of explosions always makes for a great day. To top it all we had good weather too. For me 

I think it is the club and company that makes it , I do enjoy roaming the field and looking at Cars,           

motorbikes and planes, however itôs clear as with many other events, Piston and Props are struggling to 

recover from over two years of the pandemic, public numbers are down as are the  market stalls.  

This is the first time I have been to Pistons and Props and not bought anything, not even car polish and 

dusters, with a pocket full of cash I am as shocked as was Gill . �7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���Q�R���Q�D�J�J�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�\���K�R�P�H������ 

I hope they do recover and maybe next year attract more of the brick and brack market stalls, maybe we 

can dress up in 40ôs style as in previous years and even stay over night to enjoy the 1940ôs  Swing and Jazz 

party in the main hangover. 

We did have a near miss shortly before packing up when we attracted a potential buyer for Iris! I have to 

admit I did panic a bit, reality hit home, she could be gone! Even though this has been on our mind for 

some time now, when it came to the crunch I felt some anxiety. Numbers were exchanged, it was to be       

a gift for his wife!! What! Never mind, false alarm and we never heard any more. Phewé.. Michael  


