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The A,B and C of Sports Cars

You caN drive anywhere in the world and you’ll always find somebody who has
heard of the MG sports car. In America and Britain in particular, the name is
synonymous with everything that spells sports car. Enthusiastic motorists have
argued about the definition of a sports car since they were first introduced, but
most agree that it ought to be open, possess really competitive performance, and
have roadholding that enables it to be driven far faster than normal cars and in
complete safety. Ideally it should be a dual-purpose machine that can be driven to
work during the week and used in all manner of events at weekends. It should need
a minimum of maintenance and be economic. Above all it must be symbolic of a
fun-loving image that extends even to everyday driving.

From the time that Morris Garages made special-bodied Bullnoses in 1922,
MGs have been sports cars, and their most popular have been the MGA and MGB.
Indeed, the MGB is readily acknowledged as the most popular sports car made by
any manufacturer in the world. Manufacturers, such as Ford with the Mustang and
General Motors with the Chevrolet Corvette, have produced more, and their cars
have a sporty image. But they haven’t been sports cars in the mould made famous
by MG, Triumph, Jaguar, Healey and Porsche.

The MGA of 1955 was an instant best-seller and at once became the most
successful machine to have been built at Abingdon, the world’s biggest sports car
factory. The MGB that followed was even more successful and passed the half
million mark. It was in production for so many years (since 1962, in fact) that it
acquired the enviable reputation of being a ready-made antique, a status previously
achieved only by the Model T Ford, the Volkswagen Beetle and all Morgans.

The MGC of 1967 was Abingdon’s white elephant; its designers were forced
to compromise with an unsuitable engine that was so heavy that it ruined the
roadholding that had been the hallmark of every MG before it, especially the MGA
and MGB. Such was the lack of demand that only gooo were made before they
ceased production in 1969. Today the MGC has become a cult car, such is its
relative rarity, and because of its good qualities. If you could live with the bad
qualities, the good ones, such as a high top speed and seemingly effortless cruising,
were great. The other variation on the MGA, B and C theme is the MGB V8, of
which even fewer were made. It was a much better car than the MGC, a road burner
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« THE BARN
« BREWERY BAR AND RESTAURANT
« 01788833810
« CLASSIC CAR MEET

» Vintage, Post Vintage, Classic car, Motorcycle & Light Commercial Meel. A general get
together of like minded enthusiasts to chat, show vehicle and have Sunday lunch and enjoy
this lovely venue.

« Entry is free and it's a pleasant drive from anywhere.

November 27th

* 2023
« THE BARN RESTAURANT & BAR
+ COALPIT LANE
+ WILLEY RUGBY
*+CV230SL Wag[l« o V (2
«11.30 am dpow ge'twu& &

Vehicle Meet

e January 15th - Cars Lorries

« February 26th N> 4‘1'{“.’,‘9',70"35

o March 26th hicl WELCOME
Y/

For more Information
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