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So what is the Ratae Road Run? 

 

Leicester ï Ratae Corieltauvorum ï has, for many years 

been known as a major Roman town, comprising the 

most important community in the East Midlands with 

both trading and commercial links. 

Although little remains of the original town of 100 acres, 

it is probable that in the early years following the Roman 

Conquest in AD 43, a fort was established ( Ratae 

roughly translated means FORTRESS or   DEFENSIVE 

SITE) though no trace of this has been found. 

Everyone is aware of the fine roads of Roman Britain, 

which are still very much in existence. Until the         

motorways, these were indeed the basis of our   modern 

system. Everywhere there are many minor roads and 

lanes; while wide marked roads stride across the       

landscape. The main routes were centred on London, 

radiating outwards to Lincoln, Chester, Gloucester,    

Exeter and Dover while the FOSSE WAY was a relic of 

a 1st century frontier. 

Leicester (Ratae) is bounded by two Roman roads, 

crossed by two minor and one other Roman route. They 

are the A5 (Watling Street), the A1 Great North Road 

(Ermine Street) and Salt Way now mainly Band C roads 

and the A46 (Fosse Way). 

The Ratae Road Run traces some of the Roman roads 
that surround the beautiful county of Leicestershire. 

South Leicester MG Club 24
th
 Annual Charity Ratae Road Run  

The Club was formed more than 40 years ago by a group of MG enthusiasts, and now has more than 50 members 

who meet regularly to enjoy their MGô s. The club are more widely known through the Annual Ratae Road Run 

which started back in 1995, we have only ever missed 3 Ratae events with the latter two due to Covid so this 

year, our 24th Ratae Run was very special for us, and it did not disappoint.  

With over 150 cars pre-entered, another picturesque route taking you through Leicestershire villages and       

Countryside arriving at the spectacular Arbury Hall, blessed with wall-to-wall blue sky, the atmosphere was filled 

with excitement, and following the 2 years of restricted car activities there was a real buzz in the air.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And so, the Ratae Charity Road run was born, rarely venturing outside of Leicestershire exploring Roman       

inspired roads through chocolate-box villages, rolling hills and winding picturesque countryside, believe me each 

year becomes more challenging finding new routes and spectacular end venues, it has become a trademark of the 

Club assuring the Ratae always showcases just some of the inspiring treasures Leicester and Royal Rutland has to 

offer. 

It is no wonder our event is becoming more and more popular attracting MG enthusiasts from far and wide      
including North Yorkshire, Surrey, Northumberland, Wales, Sussex and even Holland, with a spectacular line-up 

ranging from the early 1930ôs to modern day cars. We do welcome all marques of cars, not just MGôs and        
presents us with a  display of  British heritage when it comes to classic cars.   
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A Year in the planning 

It is a team effort for the entire club and having just concluded this years Ratae we are already meeting to start 

planning for next years event. A small committee is set up and we start to carve up the main areas to be organised, 

end venue is often one of the greatest challenges. We have set the bar high and visited some spectacular venues 

such as: 

¶ Rockingham Castle    

¶ Kelmarsh Hall 

¶ Burghley House 

¶ Beaver Castle 

¶ Dean Park 

 

House and Gardens are always well appreciated, spend a couple of hours in an MG and we all know how well we 

appreciate good facilities! 

Next up comes the route, usually split 1st and 2nd Half, once we have the end venue, decided on a half way stop, 

then we can start to explore the route, one thing we do have in Leicestershire is plenty of single track and gated 

roads and fords, we do like to squeeze in the odd challenge or surprise.  

Registration kicks off around Christmas time, sponsors, raffle prizes, signage and printing and of course  Marshalls 

at all venues. It is a real team effort. 

Itôs a team effort 
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2022 Ratae Road Run to Arbury Hall 

The Arbury Estate has been the property of the Newdegate (later also Newdigate) family since 1586. Having 

passed through several branches of the family to Sir Roger Newdigate who inherited the Estate in 1734 at the age 

of 14 and who was to reign at Arbury for 72 years and was responsible for the house receiving its present         

character and  appearance. 

Sir Roger Newdigate is perhaps best remembered principally as the founder of the Verse prize at Oxford that 

bears his name. 

In 1742 he returned from his Grand Tour, where he had made drawings of famous buildings and also collected  

sculptures.  Six years later he began making preparations to rebuild Arbury.  It remains a mystery why he chose 

the Gothick rather than the Classical style, but it must be remembered that the 1740s witnessed a reaction against 

the strict classicism that had dominated English architecture.  Sir Rogerôs alterations to Arbury seem to have 

been  completed by about 1805, and the house has remained almost exactly as he left it until the present day. 

The Estate was eventually inherited by Sir Francis Newdigate Newdegate who was succeeded by his elder 

daughter who in 1950 passed it over to her son Humphrey FitzRoy Newdegate.  He became the 3rd Viscount    

Daventry in 1986, inheriting the title from an uncle. 

On the death of Humphrey FitzRoy Newdegate in 2000, his son, James FitzRoy Newdegate became the 4th     

Viscount Daventry and now lives at Arbury with his wife and three children. 
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Sunday Morning & The Big Day Has Arrived 

 

On the day of the event almost half of club members are recruited to support making this event special.  We arrive 

at The White Horse Pub, Broughton Astley at 7am to start setting up. Two members ran the route on the Saturday 

afternoon to assure no road closures or other interruptions, Marshalls for parking  at the start venue, our ñLand 

Girlsò setting up the Raffle table, breakfast baps and beverages are being prepared in the kitchen for in excess of 

300 guests and Registration is being set up .  

We send Marshalls to both the half way stop and end venue making preparations, itôs like a small military  tactical 

manoeuvre executed with meticulous planning. Well once again the planning all paid off and we  enjoyed another 

hugely successful Ratae Road Run. The weather was perfect and for the route we  received plenty of positive   

feedback, some of which I have shared with you across the page. 

This years route was 86.7 miles in total taking in one of the most important Roman Roads, Watling Street and 

High Cross,  passing Bourton Hall, Leamington Hastings, Welton, Whilton and Little Bington arriving at  Whilton 

Locks Garden Village for a well earned comfort break. The second half of the route was heading west across the 

County passing through Guilsborough, Yelvetoft, Bulkington and Barnacle eventually arriving at our final         

destination heading down a spectacular 2 mile private drive to Arbury Hall. 

 

Our ñMG Land- Girlsò in action 

Speedy Registration at the ready 

Flagging off our cars at the start  
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Ratae Feedback 

None of this would be possible without the enthusiasm and support of our club members, and  certainly not 

without the generous support of our sponsors who we are greatly appreciative. 

Ã1,200 charity donation raised for ñRemapò, and 135 cars turning up at the end venue, not a bad day all in 

all. 

Well we have already started on next yearôs event and started to visit potential new end venues, Thank you 

to everyone who has supported this yearôs Ratae Road Run, Club Members, Marshalls and  Committee 

members, participating entrants and sponsors alike.                                                                     

We hope to see you all again next year.      

                                                                                                                                                              Michael Ricketts

ά! ǉǳƛŎƪ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ Řŀȅ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΦ ±ŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎΦέ 

ά! ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊ Ǌǳƴ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΗ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ wŀǘŀŜ wǳƴ ōǳǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘΗ  9ǾŜƴ 
ƳƻǊŜ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƻǳƎƘōȅ ƻƴ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ²Ƙƛƭǘƻƴ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦΦƘƻƳŜ ǘǳǊŦΗΗέ 

Ȱ4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÏÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÆÏÒ Á ×ÅÌÌ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÅÄ ÅÖÅÎÔȢ  +ÅÎ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÕÓÕÁÌ ÅØÐÅÒÔÉÓÅ ÉÎ ÎÁÖÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÒÅ ÌÏÓÔ ÏÎ ÎÕÍÅÒÏÕÓ             
ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎÓȱ 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÓ ËÉÎÄ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓÑÕÅ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÓ ×Å ×ÅÎÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ɉÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ Ô×ÉÃÅ)ò 

άWǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Řŀȅ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ aȅ ǎƻƴ WŀŎƻō ŀƴŘ LΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
!ǳǎǝƴ IŜŀƭŜȅΩǎΦ IƻǇŜ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘέΦ 


