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Note from the event Co-ordinator

Hello all Events Co-ordinator

QOver the last few years, we have tried to arrange as many events as possible to keep you all
entertained and busy driving your MGs.

| have noticed over the years that certain Members of the Club are always there to support us it
would be nice to have some new faces along with us on our Events.

If we are doing it wrong, we would like to know, or if you have any ideas or would like to run an
event, either as a run or coffee stop, or just going out to have food at the pub. Any ideas at all
please could you let me know.

It is important that you look at all the events that are coming up on the noticeboard, or in the
Torque newsletter, or on our website and book your place on the event that you would like to
attend. You can do this by placing your name on the poster at the monthly meeting or by
contacting me on 07831390270 or derek.everitt@me.com.

Some of our events | have to book almost 2 to 3 months in advance so this is why | have
introduced the closing date for each event. Please do not leave it too late adding your name to
the list. | have put all the events for the year into this months Torque newsletter for you to ponder
over.

We have 23 events organised for this year so far. The list of events can change from month to
month as new Events emerge. We already have our Christmas lunch organised and the date set
for the dinner dance at Ullesthorpe Court.

| also send out text messages and emails with meeting places and times, so please check your
emails and text messages when you see the SLMGC wording.

Hope you will come and experience some of our outings in your MG cars, and I'm sure you will
have a great day out

Derek
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Travelling in New Zealand

On January 9™ 2024 we left behind a wet UK, and after 2 long flights and a short
internal flight we landed in Napier, North Island to stay with our niece. It was a lovely
sunny evening with temperatures in the mid 20’s. After a few days relaxation we set
off to Napier to arrange our hire car. The first vehicle, a Mazda people carrier
presented with a power steering fault and had to be returned the next day. Our
replacement vehicle was a Mazda Exelsis which was a more nimble, sporty saloon.
Napier is a lovely town and a coastal city renowned for its well-preserved art deco
architecture, dating back to the 1930s. The port area and beach at Ahuriri offers a great
place for swimming, eating and relaxing.

Family Holiday home Napier In Napier

Without any decent road maps, we set off travelling the scenic route from Napier to Lake
Taupo, a distance of about 88 miles. (“Well, there’s only one road” said our niece). There are
no fuel stops between Taupd and Napier and very little signs of civilization. The exception is
one café midway with public toilets which happened to be closed on our way back! Driving is
on the left and roads are mainly one carriageway with occasional passing places. Lake
Taupo was a delight with miles of walking, cycling and parking all around the lake. Lots of
eating places with tables set outside and parking so easy and close to where you wanted to
be.

In the car park Heated outdoor pool Huka Falls

On the day we travelled there was a MG100 Rally Celebrating 100 years of the MG.
We were not in time to get to the rally but never mind, lots of people were staying at
our motor lodge and so we saw many cars in the car park. The heated outdoor pool
at our lodge was almost too warm; can you believe! Huka Falls well worth a visit.
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After a few days we left Lake Taupo and travelled to Lake Rotarua; an area known
for bubbling mud pools, shooting geysers and natural hot springs. As we approached
Rotorua we entered the geothermal area and visited Waikite Valley Hotpools where
we could see steaming hot springs and warm pools for bathing.

Qur hire car Boiling hot springs Rotorua Waterfront
Again, lots of lovely areas to walk on the waterfront.

Moving on from Rotorua we arrived at a pretty located coastal town in the Bay of Plenty
region called Whakatane. It is known for its fishing and we had some great fish and chips on
the quayside. We also travelled a short drive to New Zealand’s most loved beach, Ohope
beach. It was a glorious sunny day and the car park, one of many was right beside the
beach. We got talking to a man and his wife in the car park when | spotted his Ford Escort
Mk 1 which was in lovely condition and a great credit to his rebuilding skills. This man and
his wife lived in Whakatane and regularly came to the beach in one of his cars. He also told
me of his other cars a Morris Minor convertible and an old Mazda Mk3 he is working on.

In all, we spent two and a half weeks touring the North Island and returning to Napier where
we spent a few more days with the family before returning home. We had the hire car for 3
weeks and completed about 700 miles. After four weeks of temperatures in the mid 20°s we
returned to a very cold England in February.

Bob and Marian Driver

Ohope beach Ford Escort Mkl




[T
.
[
!
"

ot
a

E

Ee i8]

3 )

South Leicester

MG CLUB JEtRar;

RALLY INFORMATION AND TULIP GUIDE

23.579 SLMG_Ratae Run 2024_Tullp Cover_297x210indd 1 12/02/2024 mml



2 e



