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Zed Day 2025 i at the Shuttleworth Collection

e [N August we decided to join the MG Car Club Zed Register for a day at the Shuttleworth
il Collection, Biggleswade, Befordshire. Not only a museum, but a collection of war planes,
. vintage cars and other aircraft and lots more. A @ollectiondbecause most of the aircraft can
I fly and appear at various air shows. The cars will have runs out to events suchas the
London to Brighton rally etc.

25 The collection was started by Richard Shuttleworth in 1928. He inherited the family estate in
1932 and acquired a vast collection. Richard was passionate about all kinds of vehicles from
aircraft, motorbikes, cars, buses even carriages.

~ There are some celebrity aircraft as the Collection® Bristol Boxkite and Avro Triplane

= featured in the fim Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying Machines, which do st fly but not
for long and not too high off the ground!

| | Richard was also a keen competitor in motor racing, appearing at Brooklands, the Beffast TT
*and winning the Donington Grand Prix in 1935,

We got a reduced price for the day via the MGCC and we can go back within 21 days to visit
L again. We didnd see everything! The collection is amazing and lots to learn about, we had a
£ quided tour of the planes, some from WW1, which was fascinating in itself. One famous

& \isitor some years ago was a certain Neil Amstrong and was even given a ride in one of the
aircraft,

If you have had your fill of machinery there is the Swiss Garden, which is part of the Old

Warden Park. Now an RHS Partner Garden, members can get free entry. However if you

pay to see the Shuttleworth Collection, you can get in to the garden as well. Take a look at
the website https:/www.shuttleworth.org/

\ %5 el worh avisi, lots o see. We ighly recommend i

Bev & Stephen.
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MG Fest North 2025

This event held on the weekend of 6" to the 7t Sept was to celebrate 95 years of the MG
Car Club.

Located near Darlington is Croft Circuit which has a very full racing calendar throughout the
year, including the BTCC (British Touring Car Championships).

The weekend of MG Fest North was also the BRSCC (British Racing and Sports Car Club)
Autumn Race Weekend, so there were lots of racing to see including a few Mazda MX-5
championships, BMW Supercup, Mini 7 Racing Club and of course lots of MGs! The MG
racing comprised of the MG Cockshoot Cup and Hickford Construction MG Metro Cup. A
variety of MGs were on the grid, from classics, Metros and the more modern ZRs.

On the Saturday we did the parade lap of the circuit. The track was a pleasant run through
the surrounding countryside. Half way round, the officials stopped us all, so we could take
some photos of ourselves on the track.

The different Registers of the MGCC were at the event which some were invited into the
arena to be interviewed by Wayne Scott who was the master of ceremonies for the
weekend. Wayne is a motoring journalist who now works as a &pecialist automotive PR
consultant working within the historic vehicle industry and motorsportéaccording to his
Linkedin details. He is very knowledgeable and a nice chap.

There was also a drinks tent with live music all through the day, (not the same musicians of
course!). Atakeaway type meal was available for those who wanted it on the Saturday night.

We had to be there quite early sowe called on Steve& sister to put us up for the night, at her
house in Durham, so we didn& have to get up silly-early to leave home. We stayed over at a
nearby pub/hotel on the Saturday night.

All in all an enjoyable MG weekend.

Bev & Stephen
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Cru® Visit to Nuffield Place

On an overcast but dry Sunday morning we gathered at the crack of
dawn (that's 9:30 am by the way) at the White Horse ready to leave for
the drive to Nuffield Place, the home of William Morris, owner of Morris
Motors, Wolseley, Riley and, most importantly, MG.

| had prepared an outline route to follow and all was going well until a
few miles this side of Banbury when we hit a road closure. We eventually
found our way around it, after a couple of stops to confer, and five MGs
going round a roundabout twice, with Linda giving me instructions. She
is an accomplished back seat driver, which is no mean feat in a two
seater car. As a result the mileage on the route was completely to pot.
We got to the coffee stop, which was a brilliant choice on my part - every
table was taken and the service was painfully slow - just what you need
when you are running 45 minutes late!

We eventually got a table, had a drink and left.

We reached Nuffield Place, which is a National Trust property, parked
the cars in front of the house and that was when the rain came down.
The house is well worth a visit. It is a big house by everyday standards,
but quite modest when you consider that in the 1930's he was one of the
richest men in the world. He was a great philanthropist and one of the
information boards said that his gifts equate to £11 billions at today's
prices. He was very interested in medicine and one of the original iron
lungs was on display. Apparently they were made in the Morris factory.
He also funded Nuffield Hospitals, and Nuffield College, Oxford.
Because of the weather we didn't go around the gardens, part of which
is woodland.

The NT volunteers were excellent and very knowledgeable and | would
recommend a visit.

On the way back Sue and Alan, and Linda and myself had a very nice
meal at a pub in Long Compton.

Whilst we went in September | think the best time to go would be earlier
in the year when the bluebells are out.

Stuart and Linda
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Carrying on with the MGCC 95™ anniversary celebrations, there was an open day at
Kimber House, Abingdon, the club& headquarters on the 12t October. Situated in

Cemetery Road and near to where the original MG factory was, members were
invited to drop in for tea, coffee and cake.

)

Kimber House was originally two semi-detached cottages, one of which was owned
by the General Manager of the Pavlova Leather Company. Paviova had a factory
there and owned the land that the MG factory was built on.

There was a good turnout of various MGs of varying ages, from vintage to new. We
were all invited to wander round the premises to have a look round. There were a lot
of memorabilia in showcases and adorning the walls. There was even a coat owned
by Cecil Kimber next to a trophy case, with silver presentation and competition cups.

There was also &imber Storeséwith lovely merchandise you could buy. Stephen
bought an anniversary club badge for the car.

Before heading to Kimber House, we went for a meal at Boundary House, which was
once owned by Cecil Kimber. It is now a Green King pub which displays an MG
commemorative plaque on the wall outside and a pub sign with a MG T type radiator.

Bev & Steve
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THIS PLAQUE IS TO COMMEMORATE

THE OFFI OPENING OF THESE PREMISES
THE OFFICES J"
THE MG CAR CLUB




Melvyn’s MGB story

In the spring of this year | joined the Hagerty Driver's Club and shortly after
that | won a competition to go to the Wheeler Dealer Live show which was
held at Bicester in June.

Mike and myself went and we had a really good day out, and Mike had his
photo taken with Mike Brewer of Wheeler Dealer. While we were there | was
given a raffle ticket to win a car, an MGB GT. | put it in my pocket and thought
no more about it. | didn’t even look at the car — why would I, after all | wasn't
likely to win was |7 Little did | know!

A few weeks later | had a stroke, from which, thankfully, | am making a good
recovery, so the last thing on my mind was a raffle ticket for an MGB GT.

At the beginning of October | received a text saying that | had won. Is it a
scam? | checked and it wasn't.

A few days later | borrowed Tallis’s breakdown truck and Rob and myself went
to collect it. Rob did the driving as | felt that driving the truck to Bicester and
back only a matter of days after | had started driving again, was a bit too
much.

We brought it back to Tallis’s and after getting it insured | brought it home.
The car is a 1977 rubber bumper model in Ferrari red, and overall is in pretty
good condition. There are a few little things that need doing including the
timing which doesn’t seem quite right, but they will keep me busy through the
winter. It comes with quite a lot of history, including a letter from Leyland Cars
to the first owner giving details of Leyland Supercover. | haven't been through
it all as yet — something else for the winter months.

As a result of all this | have a 2003 MG TF for sale if anyone is interested.

Mel




